
MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 
VIA ZOOM 

Monday, March 9, 2026 
 AGENDA 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81883611876  
 

Meeting ID: 818 8361 1876      Password:   756967      Dial into meeting:        +1 646 558 8656 
 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 
 
Meeting Being Taped          Votes May Be Taken 
 
 

1. 6:30PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being 
recorded and roll call taken 

 
2. 6:30  Approve Minutes:  Selectboard Meetings: None Available 
 
3. 6:32  Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and 

  the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 
 
4. 6:35  Personnel Board 
  Health Insurance 

• Discussion and anticipated vote regarding whether to commence the process to 
change health insurance benefits under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
32B, Section 21-23 

Police Department 
• Appoint Felix Morales to full-time Patrol Officer effective March 15, 2026, Grade P, 

Step 6 at $30.94/hour including a $10,000 sign-on bonus to be dispersed per 
contract. 

• Authorize phone stipend for Joshua Lemay, Patrol Officer, at the current rate of 
$5.77 a week. 

Clean Water Facility 
• Appoint Jakob Bliven to Laborer/Operator effective 3/23/2026, Grade H, Step 2 at 

$22.66/hour 
 
5. 6:50  Town Administrator’s Business 

• Review slate of Selectboard sponsored articles for Annual Town Meeting (non-
financial) 
• Repeal and replace Personnel By-law 
• Authorize Community Electricity Aggregation Program 
• Accept local option G.L. c.138, §12D to allow conversion to all-alcohol licenses 
• Authorize Right-of-Way acquisitions for North Leverett Road Bridge 

Replacement 
• Authorize Right-of-Way acquisitions for Industrial Boulevard/ Millers Falls Road 

Intersection Improvements 
• Bonding authority for proposed library 
• Authorize acquisition of lot F (Second Street Public Parking Lot) from Montague 

EDIC to support proposed Library 
• Topics not anticipated within 48 hour posting period 
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6. 7:05  Executive Session in accordance with M.G.L. c.30A §21(a)(3) to discuss strategy with 

respect to litigation involving Laurel Realty Trust relating to Parcel ID 22-0-12, as 
discussion in open session may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of 
the Town of Montague. 

 
 
 

Next Meetings: 
Capital Improvements and Finance Committee Meeting: Wednesday, 3/11/2026 at 6:00pm via Zoom   
Selectboard Meeting: Monday, March 16, 2026, at 6:30pm via ZOOM 
Selectboard and Finance Committee Meeting: Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 6:00pm via Zoom 
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Summary of Health Insurance Evaluation and FY27 Recommendations 

Vendor Selection and Network Stability 

Remaining with BCBS ensures cost competitiveness, quality service, and network continuity, enhancing 
employee satisfaction and financial stability. 

Pharmacy Benefit Strategy 

c; RO U Po 

Transitioning pharmacy benefits to Employers Health (CVS coalition) is expected to save $3.4 million 
through better contracts and rebate structures amid rising drug costs. 

Plan Design and Cost Management 

Introducing modest deductibles and copayments aligns with municipal benchmarks, preserving 
affordability while supporting sustainability and competitiveness. Proposed deductible reduced from 
$500/$1,000 to $250/$500 based on feedback and marketing results. 

Financial Stability and FY27 Rate Adjustments 

Recomr J 12.48% rate mcrease with modest benefit design changes for FY27, which reflects 
medical trends and actuarial analysis to maintain long-term financial stability for HCGIT. Rate adjustments 
aim to build the Trust's reserves, providing protection against unexpected claims activity and facilitating the 
recovery of financial losses from FY26. 
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Department: 

Item/Project Cost: 

Item/Project Title: 

Town of Montague 

SPECIAL ARTICLE REQUEST - NO FUNDING 

This form is intended for use with special article submissions with no financial request 

Please complete this form in its entirety! 

0 FY27 ATM 

Selectboard Submitted by: Assistant Town Administrator 

N/A Date Prepared: 3/4/2026 

Library Project Bonding Authority 

Proposed article wording: 
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·· 
for the pmposes of planning, designing, permitting, constructing, equipping, and furnishing a new main 

, library to be located at 38 A venue A in Turners Falls. 
i 
i 
l 

! ............... ......... _ ........ . ,. .... ....................................... ___ ................................................ ______ .... --........................................................... -.................... -....... ____ ...., 

De script ion: ( Provide a full description of the item or service to be purchased. This will be used for the background information. Use attachments

as needed.) 
........................... --------------.•

This article is considering whether to provide funding for completing the design and construction of a new Main 
Branch for the Montague Public Libraries. The new facility would be located at the former Cumberland Farms 
location at 38 Avenue A. It has been determined to be the most cost-effective option that offers the features 
which the Library Building Steering Committee and Board of Library Trustees believe are essential to the 
immediate and long-term needs of the Montague Public Libraries. 

This facility would replace the aging Carnegie Library at 201 Avenue A. The current facility is significantly 
antiquated relative to building code and meeting the community's needs, and has serious shortfalls from the 
lens of accessibility. It is also not suitable for renovation or expansion due to building and lot constraints. The 
current building would ultimately be sold for redevelopment after the new facility is built, and any new 
development would be subject to preservation requirements of the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

The project is currently budgeted at $23,704,053. The Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners voted on 
March 4, 2026, to award $11,206,589 to the project, with the remaining $12,497,465 to be raised locally. These 
costs include substantial allotments for contingencies. The assumed term of bonding would be _years at_% 
interest. Voting the present figure does not require the Town to spend the full sum, but does cap what can be 
spent. 

The current plans available are schematic renderings that are expected to be finalized by the hired design team 
.... �.� .. P.�.� .. 9f the buil�!.�.� .. P�.2J..�g�. Several choices re�.�-�.� .. �.��! .. .9.�l:!.�.9. .. J:?Otentially reduce costs or add functionality

! 
.... 

Special Article Request: No Financial Appropriation (rev 10.29.25) 
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