MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING

VIA ZOOM
Monday, March 16, 2026

AGENDA

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82908655632

Meeting ID: 829 0865 5632 Password: 898957 Dial into meeting: +1 646 558 8656

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled

Meeting Being Taped Votes May Be Taken

1. 6:30PM Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being
recorded and roll call taken

2.6:30 Approve Minutes: Selectboard Meetings: March 2, 2026

3.6:30 Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and
the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment

4.6:32 Use of Peskeompskut Park
¢ Montague Community Band requests use of Peskeompskut Park every Monday
starting April 27, May 4, 11, 18, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026.
August 3, 2026, will be a concert rain date. 6:30pm to 9:15pm (includes set up and
clean up)

5.6:35 Maureen Pollock, Director of Planning (10 mins)
e Special Article Request for $7,500 to fund Arts and Culture
o Debrief of Farren Property Technical Assistance Panel, next steps.

6. 6:50 Marina Goldman
o Request to reconsider vote from 2/23/26 regarding Selectboard adoption of the
IHRA'’s definition of “antisemitism” and related items


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82908655632
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7.7:00 Town Administrator’s Business

e Upcoming steps in the FY27 Budget/ Town Meeting process

e Library Vote Financing Presentation 3/17/2026 at the Gill-Montague Senior Center.
Town Administrator appointed to Mass Municipal Association Municipal and
Regional Policy Committee for Calendar Year 2026

e Discuss legislative priorities in advance of visit from Senator Comerford on 3/30/26
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Reform Chapter 70 and municipal contribution formulas to support regional
and rural districts.

Increase Rural School Aid and school regionalization incentives.

Reform and fully fund the PILOT program for state-owned land (support
H.3032 / S.1939).

Support Farren Site Development and geographic equity in housing funding
(H.1471/ S.958).

Increase core municipal aid accounts (UGGA, Circuit Breaker, transportation
reimbursements).

e Topics not anticipated within 48-hour posting requirements.

Next Meetings:

Montague Selectboard and Finance Committee: Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 6:00pm via ZOOM

Selectboard: Monday, March 23, 2026, at 6:30pm via ZOOM



Board of Selectmen - Town of Montague

Event Application for use of PESKEOMPSKUT PARK and MONTAGUE CENTER TOWN COMMON

Name of applicant;

Montague Community Band

Name of business/group sponsoring proposed event (if applicable):

Montague Cultural Council, Greenfield Savings Bank

If applicable, number of years your organization has been running this event in Montague?

134 years

Address: c/o 267 Main Rd, Gill, MA 01354

Contact phone:  |413-627-7055 Contact email: |samuels77 @comcast.net

FID: 04-3040886

Dates of proposed event:

Hours Set Up:

Approximate number of people expected to attend: 140 Audience and members

Mandiay Aprl 27, May 4,11, 18, Lume 1,8,15.22. 28y 18207498 | | ocation: Peskeompskut Part

6:30-7

Clean Up: 9-9:15

What provisions will be made regarding clean up of site?

Band members will clean up

Will the proposed event be (check all that apply):

Musical

I:l Amusements

If 'Other’, please specify:

DTheatrica! I:] Exhibitions
DWedding D Other

Fully & specifically describe content of the proposed exhibition, show and/or amusements:

Mondays April 27 through June 1 will be rehearsals, open to the public.

Mondays June 8 through July 27 will be @90 minutes concerts. These are free, and feature a
variety of Concert Band music.

Monday Aug 3 is a concert rain date

Fully & specifically describe the premises upon which the proposed event is to take place.

Concerts in the park are a long standing tradition. The band, (once known as the Turners Falls
Military Band) has performed summer concerts since 1892.




Will vendors be selling (check all that apply):

I:Imerchandise Dfood.-‘beverage
Dalcohol I:I other services

If ‘other services', please specify: In the past, we have been covered by the Town's liability policy.

Attach a copy of your insurance policy or liability binder indicating a minimum policy of
$1Million Individual/$2Million Group.

| attest that to my knowledge the information provided in this application is accurate and not misleading.

Applicant Signature (print name if submitting digitally): Date: Sy Q- > C
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN - Authorization

Selectboard Member 1 Signature:

Comments:

Selectboard Member 2 Signature:

Comments:

Selectboard Member 3 Signature:

Matthew Lord,Chair Date: 3-16-2026
Richard Kuklewicz,Vice Chair Date: 3-16-2026
Marina Goldman, Clerk Date: 3-16-2026

Comments:

POLICE CHIEF - Approval / Comments

Date:

Signature: %ﬁ—\ 0- m

Comments:

C2hlze

BOARD OF HEALTH — Approval / Comments ;

Date:

Signature: ) i ;K
Lty

Comments:

3/a/al
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Maureen Pollock

From: Walter Ramsey

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 8:57 AM

To: Maureen Pollock

Subject: Fw: Letter in Support of the proposed Arts Fund

Walter Ramsey, AICP | Montague Town Administrator | (413) 863-3200x 110 | walterr@montague-
ma.gov

From: Jon-Marc Seimon <jonmarc@me.com>

Sent: Saturday, February 28, 2026 6:18 AM

To: Matt Lord <mattl@montague-ma.gov>; Marina Goldman <MarinaG@montague-ma.gov>; Richard Kuklewicz
Montague BOS <RichardK@montague-ma.gov>

Cc: Walter Ramsey <WalterR@montague-ma.gov>

Subject: Letter in Support of the proposed Arts Fund

Dear Selectboard Members:

I'm writing, in my capacity as Chair of the Montague Cultural Council (MCC), to express my support
for the Montague Arts Fund being proposed by Suzanne LoManto, the Director of RiverCulture. We
have discussed this concept a number of times, and | wholeheartedly agree that a dedicated entity
focused on medium to long term arts initiatives in Montague would be desirable and advantageous to
the community. The remits of the existing organizations, RiverCulture and the MCC respectively, don't
really allow for longer-term, more strategic planning and projects; an Arts Fund would do so. My
understanding is that Suzanne and other town staff, notably Angelica Desroches, the town
accountant, are proposing a simple gift account that would suffice for the purpose.

I'd like to offer a couple of additional observations. First, given the longer-term focus of this new fund,
it's important to recognize that for the first few years it's most likely NOT going to undertake any
specific projects, as the whole idea is for the fund to grow to the point where it's able to tackle bigger
challenges, ones that require larger budgets.

My second observation—more a concern—is that my support is predicated on the assumption that
the revenues allocated to the Arts Fund would in no way negatively impact the revenue allocated to
the MCC. This year we received 74 grant applications—up from approximately 40 in the past few
years, and ended up funding 28 projects. With this year’s total available funds at $20,600 (Mass
Cultural Council + Town of Montague contribution), that works out at an average of $735 per project
(although, of course, we grant funds per project and not evenly).

Thanks for hearing me out. | hope this fund gets seeded and that it grows to bear abundant, sweet
fruit down the line!

Sincerely,

Jon-Marc Seimon



Chair, Montague Cultural Council

Jon-Marc Seimon
9177438306




Maureen Pollock

From: Suzanne LoManto

Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 11:54 AM

To: Maureen Pollock; Walter Ramsey; Fern Smith
Subject: RC Steering Vote to Approve Article

Hello Maureen, Walter and Fern
On Monday March 9, 2026 at 10:19am the RiverCulture Steering Committee passed the following motion

MOTION by Caitlin Kelley to support the Special Article Request for Funding for Art and Culture by the
Department of Planning and Conservation to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds,
borrow, or otherwise provide the sum of $7500, or any other amount, for the purpose of supporting public
art and cultural activity in Montague. SECONDED by Jon Dobosz. VOTE: Caitlin Kelley (AYE), Jon Dobosz
(AYE), Liz Walber (AYE). MOTION PASSES 3-0. 10:19am.

-Suzanne



SPECIAL ARTICLE REQUEST - Financial FY 27

Please complete this form in its entirety!

CIThis a capital request (building repair, vehicles, and equipment costing >25,000 and lasting > 5 years)

X This is a general financial request
Suzanne LoManto, RiverCulture

Department: Department of Planning and Submitted by: Program Director/ Maureen Pollock,
Conservation Planning Director
Iltem/Project Cost:  $7,500 Date Prepared:  December 8, 2025

Item/Project Title:  Funding for Art and Culture

Proposed Article Wording:

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, or otherwise
provide the sum of $7500, or any other amount, for the purpose of supporting public art and cultural activity
in Montague.

Detailed Description for Background Materials: (Provide a full description of the item or service. Use

attachments as needed.)

This request will serve as an initial deposit to an account meant to grow over years and be used strategically to
advance the long-range programming, public art and placemaking strategies of the Town of Montague. The
funds will be dispersed to the Turners Falls Cultural District, Montague Cultural Council, municipal, and/or other
community groups by formal request and in consideration of the impact of these funding decisions on the Town
and its residents. Uses of this funding include:

e As a match for Mass Cultural Council and other arts-related grants.

e Support for events, artists, and performers.

e Support for the creation and installation of public art.

e Support for cultural facilities and equipment related to the presentation of art and culture.

e Support of placemaking and planning activity related to fostering the creative economy.

Special Article Request: Financial Expense (rev 9.9.2025)




Scoping Questions (for Capital and purchases) Yes No
Please elaborate in the comments box at bottom of the page

Do you have a written estimate or proposal for the scope of work? O X
Is there a lease option for this expense? O X
Will this item or project replace a capital asset? O X
Will this create ongoing costs or savings? O
Will this leverage grant or other external funding? X O
Is this request identified on the Capital Improvement Plan? O X

Describe how the project will be managed

This funding will be managed by a five-member committee appointed by the Select Board consisting of
the Director of RiverCulture, Chair of the Montague Cultural Council or their designee and three
residents who have demonstrated scholarship or creativity in, or distinguished service to visual or
performing arts, humanities and/or sciences. Funds will be distributed by a majority vote (3-2) of this
committee. This committee will meet at least twice a year to review funding requests, submit minutes,

and provide an annual summary of activity.

Why is it essential that the Town makes this investment in the current fiscal year?

On Tuesday, November 18, 2025 representatives from the Mass Cultural Council announced a number of
proposed changes to the Cultural District program, on which Turners Falls has relied as a primary source of
funding since 2017. Last year the Turners Falls Cultural District received $15,000 of which 75% was spent on
direct artist/partner support and 25% was spent on advertising, equipment, supplies, and rentals.

Newly proposed Cultural District requirements include direct funding from the municipality (1:1 match),
formal partnership agreements, more stringent review criteria, the creation of a revolving (or other) fund,
comprehensive work plans that reflect State mandated goals, expressed integration with economic
development and tourism strategies, accurate tourism metrics and staffing requirements.

Changes by the Mass Cultural Council have not been finalized, however it is clear that Montague needs to
prepare the groundwork for regular and strategic funding for art and culture.

Relative Priority: Your assessment of the how important this is to the Town at the present time.
Critical Importance Highly Important Moderately Important
X 0] 0]

Comments and additional information:

Special Article Request: Financial Expense (rev 9.9.25)
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