
MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 
VIA ZOOM 

Monday, October 19, 2026                                 
 AGENDA 

 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82060206194  

 

Meeting ID:   820 6020 6194    Password:   168911     Dial into meeting:        +1 646 558 8656 
Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 

 
Meeting Being Taped          Votes May Be Taken 
 
 

1. 6:00PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being 
recorded and roll call taken 

 
2. 6:00  Approve Minutes:  Selectboard Meetings: October 5, 2026, if available 
 
3. 6:00  Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and 

  the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 
 
4. 6:02  Sewer Commission with Chelsey Little 

• Wastewater cyber-security update  
• Anticipated financial impact from planned Greenleaf/Lightlife plant closure 
• Samuel Stevens, CWF Foreman, selected for MA Water Environment Association's 

Operator Exchange Program (Nov 2-5, 2026) 
• CWF Mechanic position update  
• Septage receiving station update 
• Permit summary for August and September 2026 

 
5. 6:20  Brian McHugh, Community Development Program Manager at Franklin County 
  Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority (FCRHRA) 

• Review, approve, and authorize Walter Ramsey, Town Administrator, to sign 
Change Order #4 for the FY25 MONT Avenue A Streetscape 5.2 Project. Change 
order value is $10,179.36, to be funded with project contingency from Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG). 

 
6. 6:25  Planning Department Business with Maureen Pollock 

• New consolidated local permitting process for small clean energy projects under 
225 CMR 29.00 

• Information about Eversource’s Proposed WT-11 Transmission Right-of-Way 
Reliability Program (TRRP) Project 

 
7. 6:35  Licenses 

• Approve request from Kirsten Rocca and Daniel Levine at Mystic Cat Pinball, LLC 
for an Entertainment License, Common Victualler’s License and Auto Amusement 
Device License. 
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8. 6:45  Personnel Board 

Airport 
• Authorize Memorandum of Agreement with Turners Falls Airport Commission 

concerning temporary administrative support to be provided to the Turners Falls 
Municipal Airport by the Town’s Public Works Office Manager. 

Cultural Council 
• Appoint Atticus Belmonte to Montague Cultural Council effective 10/19/2026 for a 

3-year term. Term expires on 6/30/2029 
 
9. 6:55  Assistant Town Administrator’s Business 

• Authorize grant agreement with Massachusetts Executive Office for Administration 
and Finance (A&F) for Municipal & Tribal Technical Assistance (MTTA) program. 
Grant value is $110,000 to be used for engineering of Avenue A traffic signal 
replacements. 

• Authorize Contract with Berkshire Design Group for 102-112 Avenue A ramp 
design. Contract value is $39,500.00, to be funded with remaining ARPA 
Streetscape contingency funds and MA Downtown Initiative Capital grant. 

• Authorize Assistant Town Administrator to coordinate working group for 
prequalification of contractors on Strathmore Mill project. 

• Other project updates 
 
10. 7:15 Town Administrator’s Business 

• First Street Lot transfer timeline and notice to remove private property 
• 10/28/26 Special Town Meeting preparations 
• Topics not anticipated within 48 hour posting requirement 

 
11. 7:30 Executive Session  

Executive Session under M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1), to discuss the physical condition 
and/or mental health of a police officer as it relates to a request for injury leave under 
M.G.L. c. 41, §111F, Continued from 7/13/2026 
 
Executive session in accordance with G.L. c.30A, §21(a)(3) to discuss strategy with 
respect to collective bargaining with the New England Police Benevolent Union Local 
183 (Patrol and Detectives), as the Chair declares that an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the Town's bargaining position, and not to reconvene in open 
session. 

 
Next Meetings: 

Pre-Town Meeting Info Session: Wednesday, October 21st, 6pm via Zoom 
Selectboard Meeting: Monday, October 26, 2026, at 6:30pm via ZOOM 

Special Town Meeting: Wednesday, October 28th, 2026, at 6:30pm to be held at                
 Turners Falls High School Theater 

 
 



FY2028 Sewer Enterprise Fund Impact RE Greenleaf/Lightlife Closure 

Loss of approximately $224,000 Annual Revenue 
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Parameter Permit Required Limitation Result

Flow 1.83 MGD (Average Monthly) 0.534

BOD mg/L 30 mg/L (Average Monthly Max) 26.5

BOD % Removal >/= 85.0% (Average Monthly) 91.8%

TSS mg/L 30 mg/L (Average Monthly Max) 12.2

TSS % Removal >/= 85.0% (Average Monthly) 97.6%

pH Min 6.0 SU (Daily) 7.06

pH Max 8.3 SU (Daily) 7.71

E. coli (Daily) 409.0 MPN (Daily Max) 65.0

E. coli (Rolling) 126.0 MPN (Geomean Average) 12.3

Total Chlorine 1.0 mg/L (Daily Max) 0.77

Total Nitrogen 153 lbs/day (Average Monthly Max) 51.6

MGD=Millions of Gallons per Day (standard water/wastewater flow measurement)

MPN= Most Probable Number 

lbs=unit of measure for loading calculations 
*Note: Summary subject to change pending final data review and submital to EPA/DEP

mg/L= milligrams per liter

Permit Summary Aug 2026

BOD=Biochemical Oxygen Demand

TSS= Total Suspended Solids

pH= potential hydrogen (acid/base scale)

SU= Standard Units
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Parameter Permit Required Limitation Result

Flow 1.83 MGD (Average Monthly) 0.598

BOD mg/L 30 mg/L (Average Monthly Max) 6.5

BOD % Removal >/= 85.0% (Average Monthly) 97.4%

TSS mg/L 30 mg/L (Average Monthly Max) 7.1

TSS % Removal >/= 85.0% (Average Monthly) 97.9%

pH Min 6.0 SU (Daily) 6.9

pH Max 8.3 SU (Daily) 8.3

E. coli (Daily) 409.0 MPN (Daily Max) 123.4

E. coli (Rolling) 126.0 MPN (Geomean Average) 15.2

Total Chlorine 1.0 mg/L (Daily Max) 0.84

Total Nitrogen 153 lbs/day (Average Monthly Max) 37.0

MGD=Millions of Gallons per Day (standard water/wastewater flow measurement)

MPN= Most Probable Number 

lbs=unit of measure for loading calculations 
*Note: Summary subject to change pending final data review and submital to EPA/DEP

mg/L= milligrams per liter

Permit Summary September 2026

BOD=Biochemical Oxygen Demand

TSS= Total Suspended Solids

pH= potential hydrogen (acid/base scale)

SU= Standard Units



Quantum Software Solutions, Inc. Document

CHANGE ORDER

TO:

PROJECT: CHANGE ORDER #:

CHANGE ORDER DATE:

The Contract is changed as follows:

Not valid until signed by all parties below.

PROJECT #s:

DATE OF CONTRACT:

FOR:

The net change by previously authorized Change Orders is

The date of Substantial Completion as of this Change Order therefore is

days.

ARCHITECT CONTRACTOR OWNER

ADDRESS ADDRESS ADDRESS

BY

DATE

573 - Avenue A, Ph 5, Montague

1 Avenue A
Turner Falls, MA 01376

04/27/2026

Avenue A Streetscape Improvements, 
Phase 5.1

$399,000.00

$12,449.73

$411,449.73

H.M. Nunes & Sons Construction, Inc.
82 Carmelinas Circle
Ludlow, MA  01056

09/08/2026

4

Unchanged

0

$10,179.36

$421,629.09

Avenue A Streetscape Improvements, Phase 

OWNER

ARCHITECT

CONTRACTOR

FIELD

OTHER

H.M. Nunes & Sons Construction, Inc.

82 Carmelinas Circle

Ludlow, MA  01056

Town of Montague

1 Avenue A 

Turner Falls, MA 01376

Berkshire Design Group, Inc.

4 Allen Place

Northampton, MA 01060

The Contract Sum will be increased by this Change Order in the amount of

(Signature)

(Typed Name)

BY

DATE

(Signature)

(Typed Name)

BY

DATE

(Signature)

(Typed Name)

Walter Ramsey

The Contract Time will be increased by 

This ADD Change Order covers associated costs with the following items:
1. Additional Water Fees - All water related work would have been completed when we were onsite performing all other
work had a change in scope not been issued. Additionally, the PRV requested as part of that change in scope turned out to
have a substantial lead time that caused Nunes to de-mobilize from site and re-mobilize again to finish solely this work. In
other words, this work was not able to be performed in a systematic and efficient manner yielding additional costs to the
water set up, the concrete pouring, and general labor that could have been associated with this work at a prior time.
Therefore, it is Nunes' stance that a partial change order for these added costs is compensable and warranted.
2. Monument - Additional work was required to handle an unmarked monument onsite in front of Harvey's restaurant.
3. Electrical - Additional circuit was present onsite to handle plugs for the light poles that was not deliniated in the plan set.
This required additional labor and materials, not only to diagnose and understand the system in its entirety, but also to now
replace and pull additional wiring as part of present circuits to make it all functional as expected by Town.

The original Contract Sum was

The Contract Sum prior to this Change Order was

The new Contract Sum including this Change Order will be

Luis Cibrao

09/11/2026

5



Project:

Title:

Change Order Items

PCO 4 - Additional Water, Monument & Electrical

Avenue A Streetscape Improvements, Phase 5.1

Initiation Date: 09/08/2026

Project #:

Number: 4

Num Item Description Ref AmountQty Unit Unit Price

1 Additional Water Fees 6,259.361.000 L.S. 6,259.36

2 Monument 500.001.000 L.S. 500.00

3 Electrical 3,420.001.000 L.S. 3,420.00

Total: $10,179.36

Page 1 of 1Friday, September 11, 2026



CHECKED BY: DATE: DATE OF WORK: REPORT NO.
CHANGE ORDER FORM TBD

 
FEDERAL AID NO: PROJECT NO.

CONTRACTOR PERFORMING WORK:

ENGINEER'S SUBSTANTIATION ESTIMATE

CONSTRUCTION ORDER

  ITEM NO.  
SELECT ONLY ONE PAYMENT TYPE

LABOR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Class No.
Total 
Hours

Rate Amount Description Quantity Unit Price Amount Size and Class
Idle (I) or 
Active (A) No.

Total 
Hours

Rate  Amount

1 16.00 91.08 1457.28 1.00 187.25 187.25 Hyundai R55 Mini Exc. A 1 42.37$         0.00
1 16.00 43.00 688.00 0.00 Hyundai R55 Mini Exc. I 1 31.22$         0.00
1 16.00 37.00 592.00 1.00 28.00 28.00 Freightliner FL70 Dump A 1 50.41$         0.00

0.00 1.00 175.00 175.00 Freightliner FL70 Dump I 1 39.81$         0.00
0.00 0.00 Hyundai HL955 Loader A 1 64.41$         0.00
0.00 1.00 288.23 288.23 Hyundai HL955 Loader I 1 48.38$         0.00
0.00 1.00 80.22 80.22 Chevy Silverado 3500HD A 1 44.52$         0.00
0.00 0.00 Chevy Silverado 3500HD I 1 32.35$         0.00
0.00 CREDITS 0.00 Volvo 180D Excavator A 1 245.09$       0.00
0.00 -0.75 187.25 -140.44 Volvo 180D Excavator I 1 189.84$       0.00
0.00 0.00 2023 Kubota SSV75 A 1 86.55$         0.00
0.00 0.00 2023 Kubota SSV75 I 1 63.94$         0.00

1  Total Labor 2737.28 0.00 Volvo R55 Mini Exc. A 1 42.37$         0.00
2 Health 1 16.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Volvo R55 Mini Exc. I 1 31.22$         0.00

Welfare 2 16.00 29.15 466.40 0.00 Hyundai HW170A Excavator A 1 245.09$       0.00
and 3 16.00 29.15 466.40 0.00 Hyundai HW170A Excavator I 1 189.84$       0.00

Pension 0.00 Total 618.26 Triaxle A 1 130.00$       0.00
0.00 Less Discounts 0.00 0.00

3  Ins. and Taxes on Item 1 42.18% 1154.58 Total 618.26 0.00
4  15% of (Items 1 + 2 + 3) 723.70 Additional %     = 15 % 92.74 Additional %     = 15 % 0.00
5  Total (Items 1 thru 4) 5548.36 Total 711.00 Total 0.00

Inspector: Contractor's Representative:                                    Town of Montague Grand Total $6,259.36

Date Date Date

ORIGINAL TO PROJECT RECORDS.   COPIES TO CONTRACTOR AND DISTRICT FILE.

Chief Laborer Concrete - PER CY

H.M. Nunes & Sons Construction, Inc. Avenue A Streetscape Improvements - Phase 5.1

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 

Time & Materials for Additional Water Fees as described herein.

PCO 4

Laborer (1 YD MINIMUM)
Laborer Conc. - Fuel Surcharge

Short Load Fee

Brass Pipe Connectors
Ferguson Fittings

Concrete - PER CY

Unit Conversion (if needed)

Select only one payment type:

Scope Estimate

Progress (progress payment = 90% of Total)

Final



158 New Lombard Road
Chicopee, MA 01020
Ph:(413) 594-4700
https://chicopeeconcrete.com

The Concrete choice for quality and service since 1953

Quotation and Sales Agreement

CUSTOMER: H.M. NUNES & SONS CONSTRUCTION QUOTE ID: MONTAGUE A 5
82 Carmelina's Circle TERMS: DISCOUNT 15 DAYS/NET 30
Ludlow, MA 01056

CONTACT Luis DATE: 6/11/2026
EXPIRES: 12/31/2026

WE ARE PLEASED TO QUOTE THE FOLLOWING PRICES FOR THE DESCRIBED MATERIALS FOR USE ON:

Price/UnitMix
4500 3/4" CY178.25
ULTRA FIBER 500 YD9.00
1% NON CHLORIDE ACCEL. YD8.00
2% NON CHLORIDE ACCEL. YD16.00
Winter Concrete YD10.00
FUEL SURCHARGE EA28.00
DELIVERY LESS THAN 3 YARD EA175.00
DELIVERY LESS THAN 5 YARD EA125.00

Additional Information:

Due to market volatility, we will be including a fuel surcharge on all invoices.
The fuel surcharge rate will be set by the current fuel pricing.

* All DOT shipments will require a 3 CY minimum order.
* All Prices subject to applicable state sales tax unless proper exemption certificate furnished.
* Discharge time in excess of one-hour per delivery will be at $1.50 per minute.
* Orders requested on Saturdays, if over 50 yards add $25.00 per cubic yard.

If under 50 yards there will be a one time mobilization charge of $1500.00.
* Chicopee Concrete Service, Inc. shall be included on the Testing Laboratory mailing list.
* All Invoices not paid within terms will be charged at the rate of 1.5% per month.( 18% Annually)

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO ACKNOWLEDGE THIS PURCHASE AGREEMENT BY SIGNING BELOW.

ACCEPTED BY:_________________________                                             BY:_____________________________
Jack Carvalho

TITLE:_________________________                                                         TITLE: Sales Manager
CHICOPEE CONCRETE SERVICE, INC.

DATE: ________________________

Luis Cibrao
Highlight

Luis Cibrao
Highlight
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Luis Cibrao

From: Grainger <Grainger@service.grainger.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2026 3:29 PM
To: Luis Cibrao
Subject: Order Confirmation #1597302281 PO #573

 

 

My Account    |    Order History    |    Help    |    All Products  

  

  

 
 

Hello Luis Civrao, 

Thank you for placing an order with Grainger. We confirm that the following order has been received.  

  

 

 
 

 

 

Order #1597302281  
 

PO #573  
Company Name : H M NUNES & SONS 
CONST CO  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Subtotal   $273.54  
 

Estimated Tax   $0.00  
 

Estimated Shipping   $14.69  
 

$288.23
 

Availability, Shipping, Tax & 
Promotions are not final until your 
order is processed. All final charges will 
be reflected on the associated invoice. 

  
 

   

 
H M Nunes & Sons Const Co 

82 Carmelinas Cir  

Ludlow, MA 01056-3161  

US  
 

  
 

   
 

Grainger EIN   36-1150280  
 

Customer Account #   ****9152  
 

Phone   (413) 547-6488  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

APPROVED VENDOR 
 

Pipe: Brass, 3/4 In Nominal Pipe 

Size, 2 Ft Overall Lg, Threaded On 

Both En…  
 

Item # 4GTK4  
 

Price $136.77 / each  

   

  STATUS 
 

Preparing to Ship  
 

Expected to Arrive Thu Sep 3*  
 

  

  TOTAL  $273.54  
 

QTY  2  
  

 

   



12 CARMELINAS CIRCLE
LUDLOW, MA 01056-1044

Please contact with Questions: 413-631-0060

INVOICE NUMBER

1339112
TOTAL DUE

$80.22
CUSTOMER

39343
PAGE

1 of 1

PLEASE REFER TO INVOICE NUMBER WHEN
MAKING PAYMENT AND REMIT TO:

FERGUSON ENTERPRISES, LLC #576
PO BOX 644054
PITTSBURGH, PA 15264-4054

MASTER ACCOUNT NUMBER: 607618

H M NUNES & SONS CONSTRUCTION
82 CARMELINAS CIRCLE
LUDLOW, MA 01056

SHIP TO:

COUNTER PICK UP
12 CARMELINAS CIRCLE
LUDLOW, MA 01056-1044

SHIP
WHSE.

SELL
WHSE.

TAX CODE CUSTOMER ORDER NUMBER SALESMAN JOB NAME INVOICE DATE BATCH

799 799 MAONLY BRASS HPC STOCK 09/02/26
IO

105686

ORDERED
1
2
2
2

SHIPPED
1
2
2
2

ITEM NUMBER
PSISCF
IBRLFCF
IBRLFS9F
GBRNFCL

DESCRIPTION
3/4 SS INS STIFFENER CTS PE
LF 3/4 BRS COUP
LF 3/4 BRS ST 90 ELL
LF 3/4XCLOSE BRS NIP GBL

INVOICE SUB-TOTAL

TAX

UNIT PRICE
3.500

10.000
18.000
8.000

UM
EA
EA
EA
EA

AMOUNT
3.50

20.00
36.00
16.00

75.50

4.72Massachusetts State

***************************************************************************************************
LEAD LAW WARNING: IT IS ILLEGAL TO INSTALL PRODUCTS THAT ARE NOT "LEAD FREE" IN ACCORDANCE WITH
US FEDERAL OR OTHER APPLICABLE LAW IN POTABLE WATER SYSTEMS ANTICIPATED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.
PRODUCTS WITH *NP IN THE DESCRIPTION ARE NOT LEAD FREE AND CAN ONLY BE INSTALLED IN
NON-POTABLE APPLICATIONS. BUYER IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR PRODUCT SELECTION.

TERMS: NET 10TH PROX ORIGINAL INVOICE TOTAL DUE $80.22
All past due amounts are subject to a service charge of 1.5% per month, or  the maximum allowed by law, if lower. If Buyer fails to pay within terms, then in
addition to other remedies, Buyer agrees to pay Seller all costs of collection, including reasonable attorney fees. Complete terms and conditions are available
upon request or at https://www.ferguson.com/content/website-info/terms-of-sale, incorporated by reference. Seller may convert checks to ACH.



CHECKED BY: DATE: DATE OF WORK: REPORT NO.
CHANGE ORDER FORM TBD

 
FEDERAL AID NO: PROJECT NO.

CONTRACTOR PERFORMING WORK:

ENGINEER'S SUBSTANTIATION ESTIMATE

CONSTRUCTION ORDER

  ITEM NO.  
SELECT ONLY ONE PAYMENT TYPE

LABOR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Class No.
Total 
Hours

Rate Amount Description Quantity
Unit 

Price
Amount Size and Class

Idle (I) or 
Active 

(A)
No.

Total 
Hours

Rate  Amount

1 5.50 200.00 1100.00 1.00 774.00 774.00 0.00
2 5.50 200.00 1100.00 0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00

1  Total Labor 2200.00 0.00 0.00
2 Health 0.00 0.00 0.00

Welfare 0.00 0.00 0.00
and 0.00 0.00 0.00

Pension 0.00 Total 774.00 0.00
0.00 Less Discounts 0.00 0.00

3  Ins. and Taxes on Item 1 0.00 Total 774.00 0.00
4  15% of (Items 1 + 2 + 3) 330.00 Additional %     = 15 % 116.10 Additional %     = 15 % 0.00
5  Total (Items 1 thru 4) 2530.00 Total 890.10 Total 0.00

Inspector: Contractor's Representative:                                    Town of Montague Grand Total $3,420.10

Date Date Date

ORIGINAL TO PROJECT RECORDS.   COPIES TO CONTRACTOR AND DISTRICT FILE.

Unit Conversion (if needed)

INCLUDED ABOVE

Electrician
Electrician Wire & Miscellaneous

CLG Electric LLC Avenue A Streetscape Improvements - Phase 5.1

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 

Time & Materials for Additional diagnosing and wiring of (6) receptacles.

PCO 4

Select only one payment type:
Scope Estimate
Progress (progress payment = 90% of Total) 

Final
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TOWN OF 

MONTAGUE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Selectboard 
FROM: Maureen Pollock, Director of Planning & Conservation 
RE: New consolidated local permitting process for small clean energy projects under 225 

CMR 29.00 
DATE: October 19, 2026 

OVERVIEW:  
Under the 2024 Climate Act and Department of Energy Resources (DOER) regulations (225 CMR 
29.00), Massachusetts municipalities must provide a consolidated local permitting process for small 
clean energy projects. The regulations took effect on February 27, 2026, and mandatory municipal 
participation began on October 1, 2026. 

Municipalities have 12 months to review and decide on a complete application for a small clean energy 
project. The application must include the materials required for all applicable land-use permits—such 
as those issued by the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)—and environmental permits, 
such as those issued by the Conservation Commission. If no decision is issued within 12 months, the 
application receives constructive approval. 

Under this process, individual application components cannot be appealed separately before all boards 
have completed their reviews and the Local Government Representative has issued a decision on the 
application. The application’s approval, denial, or constructive approval may be appealed for de novo 
adjudication before the Director of the Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB), pursuant to 980 CMR 
14.00. 

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE? 

Zoning Bylaw: 225 CMR 29.00 does not necessitate Local Governments to update their zoning bylaws. 
Local Governments may elect to adopt the model permitting bylaw to be made available by DOER. The 
permitting model bylaw may be used to customize the consolidated permitting process to meet the 
unique needs of cities and towns. Local Governments should always consult their local municipal 
counsel when considering adopting a bylaw.  

Local Governments may also consider adopting DOER’s updated model solar bylaw, and new model 
storage bylaw. Please be advised that neither DOER’s model solar bylaw nor model storage bylaw are 
offered under the regulatory umbrella of 225 CMR 29.00, nor are they related to the 2024 Climate Act. 

Please note, the Town of Montague has amended its Zoning Bylaw to include Section 8.9 Solar Energy 
Installations & Facilities and Battery Energy Storage Facilities.  

Local Government Representative: Before implementing the consolidated local permitting process, the 
Town of Montague should identify a Local Government Representative. Under 225 CMR 29.00, this 

TOWN HALL 
One Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & 
CONSERVATION 
(413) 863-3200 ext. 112
Planner@montague-ma.gov 

6A
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role defaults to the local government’s chief administrative officer or their designee. Depending on the 
municipality, the chief administrative officer may be the Selectboard or Town Administrator. 
 
The chief administrative officer should decide whether to retain the role or delegate some or all of its 
duties to one or more municipal officials. A municipality may also assign the role to one or more 
officials through a bylaw or ordinance. 
 
The Local Government Representative is responsible for: 

• Reviewing whether the applicant has met all pre-filing requirements and signing the Pre-filing 
Engagement Completion Checklist. 

• Receiving the Consolidated Local Permit Application, circulating it among municipal 
departments, and determining whether it is complete. 

• Evaluating the applicant’s Site Suitability Report and proposed minimization and mitigation 
measures. 

• Compiling the decisions of individual boards and issuing a decision on the Consolidated Local 
Permit Application. 

 
The chief administrative officer may delegate some or all of these responsibilities to one or more 
designees. 
 
Applicants seeking a Consolidated Local Permit will use a standard application provided by DOER, 
rather than submitting separate applications to each municipal board and department. After local 
permitting authorities have reviewed and decided on all individual application components, the Local 
Government Representative will issue a consolidated decision approving or denying the application as a 
whole. 
 
SMALL AND LARGE CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS: 
 
Project type 
 

Small: municipal permitting 
authority 

Large: EFSB permitting 
authority 

Generation (e.g., solar, wind, 
and anaerobic digestion 
facilities) 

Less than 25 MW 25 MW or more 
 

Storage (e.g., battery energy 
storage systems) 

Less than 100 MWh 100 MWh or more 

Transmission and 
distribution (e.g., distribution-
level and local grid upgrades) 

New corridor under 1 mile; 
existing corridor under 10 
miles 

Other project types. Developers 
may also ask the EFSB to 
review small transmission and 
distribution projects. 

 
EXEMPTIONS FROM SITE SUITABILITY AND PRE-FILING: 
 
Exempted Generation:  

• Generation with a site footprint 1 acre or less 
• Front-of-meter Solar 25kW AC or less 
• Solar Canopies 
• Behind-the-meter, accessory-use Generation 
• Generation eligible for the ITC 

 
Exempted Storage: 
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• Front-of-meter Storage 250kWh AC or less 
• Behind-the-meter, accessory use Storage 

 
Other Exemptions: 

• Small Transmissions & Distribution in existing right of way.  
 
ARE LARGE CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS EXEMPT FROM LOCAL DISCRETIONARY 
PERMITTING? 
Yes. The 2024 Climate Act assigned the EFSB permitting authority over large clean energy 
infrastructure facilities, including generation facilities of 25 MW or more, battery energy storage 
systems of 100 MWh or more, and qualifying transmission and distribution facilities. 
Applicants for large clean energy projects must apply to the EFSB for a single, state-issued 
consolidated permit. As described in the 2024 Climate Act, the application includes: 

1. A description of the large clean energy generation facility's or large clean energy storage 
facility's site and surrounding areas, including any ancillary structures and related facilities and 
a description of the energy benefits of the large clean energy generation facility or large clean 
energy storage facility 

2. A description of the environmental impacts of the large clean energy generation facility or large 
clean energy storage facility, including both environmental benefits and burdens 

3. A description of the project site selection process and alternatives analysis used in choosing the 
location of the proposed large clean energy generation facility or large clean energy storage 
facility to avoid or minimize or, if impacts cannot be avoided or minimized, mitigate impacts 

4. Evidence that all pre-filing consultation and community requirements established by the board 
have been satisfied and, if not, a demonstration of good cause for a waiver of the requirements 
that could not be satisfied by the applicant 

5. A cumulative impact analysis. 
 
Municipalities may participate in the review of these projects by seeking intervener status from the state 
and recommending permit conditions. They do not conduct a separate local discretionary permitting 
process for these projects. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
• 225 CMR 29.00: SMALL CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITY SITING AND 

PERMITTING: https://www.mass.gov/doc/225-cmr-29-small-clean-energy-infrastructure-facility-
siting-and-permitting/download  

• Clean Energy Siting & Permitting Regulations https://www.mass.gov/info-details/clean-energy-
siting-permitting-regulations  

• Presentation Slides, dated July 9, 2026: https://montague-
ma.gov/files/1_DOER_MAPC_MWRCSWAP_Webinar_7-09-2026-Slides.pdf  

• Montague Zoning Bylaw, effective date September 25, 2026 https://montague-
ma.gov/files/Montague_Zoning_Bylaw_Effective_Date_09-25-2026.pdf  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/225-cmr-29-small-clean-energy-infrastructure-facility-siting-and-permitting/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/225-cmr-29-small-clean-energy-infrastructure-facility-siting-and-permitting/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/clean-energy-siting-permitting-regulations
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/clean-energy-siting-permitting-regulations
https://montague-ma.gov/files/1_DOER_MAPC_MWRCSWAP_Webinar_7-09-2026-Slides.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/1_DOER_MAPC_MWRCSWAP_Webinar_7-09-2026-Slides.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Montague_Zoning_Bylaw_Effective_Date_09-25-2026.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Montague_Zoning_Bylaw_Effective_Date_09-25-2026.pdf
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TOWN OF 

MONTAGUE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Selectboard 
FROM: Maureen Pollock, Director of Planning & Conservation 
RE: Eversource’s Proposed WT-11 Transmission Right-of-Way Reliability Program (TRRP) 

Project 
DATE: October 19, 2026 

OVERVIEW: 
Eversource Energy is proposing vegetation management activities along approximately 29.3 miles of 
their Line 312 and 354 rights-of-way (ROW) as part of the Transmission Right-of-Way Reliability 
Program, WT-11 from the Northfield Substation in Northfield, MA, to the Ludlow Substation in 
Ludlow, MA. MA communities along the corridor include Northfield, Erving, Wendell, 
Montague, Leverett, Shutesbury, Pelham, Belchertown, Amherst, Granby, Ludlow. 

According to Eversource’s project website, this long-term vegetation maintenance initiative is to 
improve electric system reliability and resiliency by expanding and maintaining wider transmission 
corridors — up to 100 feet from the outermost conductors or the easement edge, whichever is closer. 
The website continues to state, by reducing tree fall-in risks and managing vegetation as early 
successional habitat (grasses, forbs, small trees and shrubs), the vegetation management program 
supports improvements to the reliability of the regional electric grid, reducing outage risks-especially 
during severe weather-and improving safety and continuity of essential services. 

PROPOSED WORK AND IMPACTS IN MONTAGUE:  
According to the Draft Environmental Impact Report, the proposed vegetation management activities in 
Montague are along ~ 3.7 miles of Line and ROW. The ROW passes through the Montague State 
Forest, and the Montague Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Montague. Construction-related 
recreational trail impacts in Montague include: several unnamed trails in the Montague State Forest and 
possibly the Robert Frost Trail. No sites within Montague have been identified as potential groundwater 
hazards within 0.25 miles of the WT-11 TRRP Project. 

Wetland Resource Impacts: Proposed work within Riverfront Area, wetland resources and their 100-
feet buffer zone, a vernal pool, and Coldwater Fish Resources.  The Project crosses the FEMA 100-year 
floodplain associated with Montague Brook, Hop Brook, Bachelor Brook, Weston Brook, and Turkey 
Hill Brook. 

Stream crossings in Montague include: tributaries leading to Lyons Brook in the north, Chestnut Hill 
Brook near the middle, and Williams Brook at the southern border where it meets the Leverett town 
line. Wetland MOW7A and all those to the north of it are within the Millers River Watershed while the 
rest are within the Connecticut River Watershed. The Montague State Forest crosses the ROW in two 
areas: at its northern border and at the center of this portion of the ROW north of Chestnut Hill Brook. 
The southern section of Montague State Forest overlaps with Montague Wildlife Management Area and 
is south of adjacent Montague Water Supply Land. 

TOWN HALL 
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Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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CONSERVATION 
(413) 863-3200 ext. 112
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Coldwater Fish Resources: Williams Brook in Montague crosses the Project Area. Williams Brook, and 
its tributaries are designated Coldwater Fish Resources (CFRs), which is defined in 314 CMR 4.00 as 
“waters in which the mean of the maximum daily temperature over a seven-day period generally does 
not exceed 68 degrees Fahrenheit (20 degrees Celsius) and, when other ecological factors are favorable 
(such as habitat), are capable of supporting a year-round population of stenothermal aquatic life, such as 
trout (Salmonidae spp.).” 
 
Federal Listed Endangered Species in Montague: Northeastern bulrush is within the Project corridor 
 
Public Roads in Montague Crossed by the Proposed Project: Wendell Road; Cross Road; East Chestnut 
Hill Road; Chestnut Hill Loop Road 
 
Open Space/Recreational Lands in Montague Crossed by the Proposed Project: Hunting CR (owner: 
private); Keller CR (owner: private); Montague State Forest (owner: MA DCR); Montague Water 
Supply Land (Owner: Turners Falls Fire District); Montague Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
(Owner: Mass Division of Fish & Game) 
 
Zoning and Overlay Districts in Montague Crossed by the WT-11 Project: Agricultural – Forest 4 (AF-
4) Zoning District 
 
Open Space/Recreational Land Impacts: 
• Montague State Forest:  

o 11.2 acres of total tree removal 
o 0.1 acres of wetland tree removal 
o 1.4 acres of Riverfront Area tree removal 
o 515 linear feet of stream bank tree removal  
o 203 linear feet of trail tree removal 
o - acres of vernal pool tree removal 

• Montague Water Supply Land 
o 4.3 acres of total tree removal 
o 0.3 acres of wetland tree removal 
o - acres of Riverfront Area tree removal 
o 340 linear feet of stream bank tree removal  
o - linear feet of trail tree removal 
o - acres of vernal pool tree removal 

• Montague Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
o 0.6 acres of total tree removal 
o >0.1 acres of wetland tree removal 
o - acres of Riverfront Area tree removal 
o - linear feet of stream bank tree removal  
o - linear feet of trail tree removal 
o - acres of vernal pool tree removal 

 
Historical and Archaeological Resources: Potential ancient period site identified in Montague - The 
MHC recommends that the Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. (PAL) develop avoidance and 
protection plan for the potential ancient period site in Montague. Eversource’s cultural resources 
consultant, The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. (PAL), completed a cultural resource due 
diligence review and archaeological sensitivity assessment for the Project in May 2022, and conducted 
additional assessments along the ROW in 2024 and 2025. PAL submitted all cultural resource 
documentation to the Montague Historical Commission (directed to Chair Janel Nockleby) via email on 
May 19, 2025 to discuss questions the Montague Historical Commission had about the project and 
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potential impacts on historic properties.  
 
Mitigation: Eversource will be required to provide wetland mitigation and state-listed species 
mitigation under the review/approval of the Conservation Commission, MassDEP, and the Natural 
Heritage & Endangered Species Program. Eversource’s preferred mitigation priorities include: 
Permanent land preservation; Focus on communities directly impacted by the Project; Focus on 
mitigation projects with a benefit to Environmental Justice populations; Preference to mitigation 
projects that benefit multiple environmental resources; Preference to sites within mapped Biomap 
habitats; Timing of funding needs; Mitigation in each major watershed 
 
PERMITTING OVERVIEW: 
 
Federal Environmental Permitting: 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Section 404 General Permit 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services – Endangered Species Act coordination 

State Environmental Permitting:  
• EOEEA – MEPA Review: 

o ENF filed June and August 2022 / ENF Certificate issued September 2022 
o DEIR filed August 2025 / DEIR Certificate issued November 2025 
o FEIR anticipated Dec 2026/ Jan 2027.  

• DEP – 401 Water Quality Certificate and Wetlands Protection Act 
• NHESP – Conservation and Management Permit 

Local Environmental Permitting: 
• Municipal Conservation Commissions – Wetlands Protection Act and Wetland Bylaws 

(*Eversource staff anticipate Notice of Intent submittal to Conservation Commission in Q2 
2027 ~April-July 2027) 

• Local Stormwater Bylaws, as applicable 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
• Eversource WT-11 Project Website: 

https://www.eversource.com/residential/about/reliability/vegetation-management/transmission-
system-vegetation-management/transmission-vegetation-management-projects/transmission-
vegetation-ma/trrp-program-wt-11  

• MEPA Environmental Monitor Page: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-
eMonitor/project/0ea83ec5-d093-4ab6-a53c-32d3813c653c  

• Draft Environmental Impact Report WT-11 Transmission Right-of-Way Reliability Program, dated 
August 2025: https://montague-ma.gov/files/Eversource_WT-
11_TRRP_DEIR_FINAL_7Aug2025.pdf  

• Eversource WT-11 Public Meeting Presentation, dated April 13, 2026: https://montague-
ma.gov/files/Email__WT-11_Public_Meeting_Presentation_13Apr2026.pdf  

• Submitted Public Comments: https://montague-ma.gov/files/Compiled_Public_Comments.pdf  
 

https://www.eversource.com/residential/about/reliability/vegetation-management/transmission-system-vegetation-management/transmission-vegetation-management-projects/transmission-vegetation-ma/trrp-program-wt-11
https://www.eversource.com/residential/about/reliability/vegetation-management/transmission-system-vegetation-management/transmission-vegetation-management-projects/transmission-vegetation-ma/trrp-program-wt-11
https://www.eversource.com/residential/about/reliability/vegetation-management/transmission-system-vegetation-management/transmission-vegetation-management-projects/transmission-vegetation-ma/trrp-program-wt-11
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/project/0ea83ec5-d093-4ab6-a53c-32d3813c653c
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/MEPA-eMonitor/project/0ea83ec5-d093-4ab6-a53c-32d3813c653c
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Eversource_WT-11_TRRP_DEIR_FINAL_7Aug2025.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Eversource_WT-11_TRRP_DEIR_FINAL_7Aug2025.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Email__WT-11_Public_Meeting_Presentation_13Apr2026.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Email__WT-11_Public_Meeting_Presentation_13Apr2026.pdf
https://montague-ma.gov/files/Compiled_Public_Comments.pdf
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