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          ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

               TOWN OF MONTAGUE

                     ONE AVENUE A

           TURNERS FALLS, MA 01376

           


APPROVED MINUTES FROM MARCH 8, 2023
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING #23-03
6:30 PM in the Upstairs Conference Room and VIA ZOOM

1 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA   01376

Due to COVID-19 Public Participation will be by:
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503663350?pwd=dXZjb0hnREZBVUZaUjFsUk4vbFI5dz09


Meeting ID:   885 0366 3350       Password: 259341
Dial into meeting:   +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592
Meeting being taped.

Votes may be taken:

ZBA#23-02: 199 Old Sunderland Rd., Montague, MA

PRESENT: Joshua Lively Chairman, William Doyle Vice Chair, Alan Ripingill Member, David Jensen Member, Robert Obear Alternate Member, William Ketchen Zoning Enforcement Officer, and Karen Casey-Chretien, Clerk. Applicant: Timothy Rieman, Mary E. Boyle.  Audience: Bernard Trott.

Absent: Richard Ruth 
Hearing opened approx. 6:30 PM
JL:  Good evening everyone welcome to the Zoning Board of Appeals today is Wednesday, March 22, 2023 and is currently 6:30 PM.   I’m Josh Lively. I serve as the Chairperson for ZBA.  Before we start the meeting I need to ask if anyone else is planning on recording the meeting?  
Roll Call:

David Jensen – present

Allen Ripingill - present

Robert Obear – present

William Doyle - present

Joshua Lively – present

Clerk reads notice:


Notice is hereby given that the Montague Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public     hearing on Wednesday, March 22, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. VIA ZOOM and IN PERSON at the Montague Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA at the request of  for a Special Permit pursuant to Montague Zoning By-laws Section 8.5.3(b) to permit construction of a detached accessory apartment in the AF Zoning District. The filing is available for review at Town Hall and remote participation instructions are at www.montague-ma.gov/calendar.                                                                                            


The above-named property is located at 199 Old Sunderland Rd., Montague, MA, and identified as Assessor's Parcel ID: 50-0-08.

 6 Notice sent, 1 returned and 1 did not object.  No written comments.
Timothy Rieman and Mary Boyle are asking for a Special Permit to construct an accessory apartment at 199 Old Sunderland Rd., Montague, MA.
The Board found: that the proposed detached accessory apartment at 199 Old Sunderland Rd. is consistent with the standards for an accessory dwelling unit found in Sections 8.5.4 of the Montague Zoning Bylaws.  
The proposed detached accessory apartment at 199 Old Sunderland Rd. will not create a significant adverse effect to the neighborhood or to the Town of Montague in accordance with the Special Permit Criteria identified in Section 9.2.3 of the Montague Zoning Bylaws.
The granting of this Special Permit for an accessory apartment is found to be not inconsistent with the Special Permit issued on May 26, 2015 that allowed for primary access over a rear lot line and a common driveway shared between 199 and 201 Old Sunderland Rd.  Said decision is filed in the Franklin County Registry of Deeds Book 6700 Page 14.

The Zoning Board of Appeals conditions are as follows: In accordance with the Zoning Bylaw 8.5.4(c), the owner or their successors must continue to occupy at least one of the two dwelling units as their primary residence.  This shall be memorialized in a restrictive covenant filed with the Franklin County Registry of Deed.
In accordance with the Zoning Bylaw 8.5.4(g), when the property is sold, the new owner(s), if they wish to continue to exercise the Permit, must, within thirty (30) days of the sale, submit a notarized letter to the Building Inspector stating that the owner will occupy one of the two dwelling units on the premises as their primary residence.

BO: Motions to accept the construction of a detached accessory apartment in the AF Zoning District.

AR: Seconds

All in Favor

Vote: 

DJ: Yes

BO: Yes

AR: Yes

WD: Yes

JL: Yes

WD: Motions to end hearing

BO: Seconds.

Hearing ends at approx. 6:45PM

WD: Motions to open Hearing #23-04

BO: Seconds

All in favor

Hearing opens approx. 6:45PM

ZBA#23-04: 222 Turnpike Rd., Turners Falls, MA
PRESENT: Joshua Lively Chairman, William Doyle Vice Chair, Alan Ripingill Member, David Jensen Member, Robert Obear Alternate Member, William Ketchen Zoning Enforcement Officer, and Karen Casey-Chretien, Clerk. Applicant: Heath Cummings for Gill-Montague Regional School District.  Audience: None.

Absent: Richard Ruth
Clerk reads notice:

Notice is hereby given that the Montague Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, March 22, 2023 at 6:45 p.m. VIA ZOOM and IN PERSON at the Montague Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA at the request of Gill/Montague Regional School District for a Variance from the Montague Zoning Bylaws Sections 7.1.5 and 7.1.6(c) to allow a 5’ x 5’ exterior video display sign mounted to a 2’ 8” x 3’ 6” post.  The filing is available for review at Town Hall and remote participation instructions are at www.montague-ma.gov/calendar.                                                                                            


The above-named property is located at 222 Turnpike Rd., Turners Falls, MA, and identified as Assessor's Parcel ID: 22-0-16.

37 Notice sent, 7 returned and 7 did not object.  No written comments.
Heath Cummings for the Gill-Montague Regional School District for a Variance to install a 5’ x 5’ exterior video display sign.
The sign should scroll or flash in emergency situations only and no sign shall scroll less then one (1) minute intervals.

JL: Motions to accept Section 7.1.6(a&c) to install a 5’X5’ sign with video and flashing only in emergency. 
Vote: 
DJ: Yes

RO: Yes

AR: Yes

WD: Yes

JL: Yes

WD: Motions to close public hearing #23-04

RO: Seconds

All in favor

Meeting ended approx. 7:15

RO: Motions to accept minutes for hearing #23-03 hearing date 3/8/2023

WD: Seconds

All in favor

RO: Motions to close meeting

WD: Second

All in favor 


