King Philip's War {1675-1676 and beyond) was fought between Indigenous cam-
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munities and expanding English calonies. This war was named for the Pokanoket

i, e ks 1t . Nt e The Battle of Great Falls during King Phi]ip’s War ¢ May 19, 1676

especially suffered from famine, later ens| and multi-gen-
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erational trauma. By the spring of 1674, all of the English settlements north
of Hatfield had been attacked and abandoned. Most Ind i
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had been displaced by the conflict. Those Native refugees had fled to their
traditional sanctuary lands here at Peskeompskut, the Great Falls. The May 1%,
1676, attack destroyed the village of non-combatants and claimed the lives of
more than 250 Natives. Hawever, Native American fighters from nearby camps
rallied a counterattack, inflicting heavy losses an the English, including Captain

Turner's death, as they tried to retreat south.

In recognition of the Battle of Great Falls/Peskeompskut (May 19, 1676), the
National Park Service, American Battlefield Protection Program, awarded grants
between 2014 and 2022 to research, survey, and map the engagement. The bat-
tle invelved hundreds of combatants, fought over several miles through pres- 3 RS - 3
ent-day Montague, Gill, Greenfield, and Deerfield, Massachusetts. The site of - : e e S gl e ¢ e 4 : 2 ; MUSKET BALLS

the English attack on the village at Peskeampskut near the falls and the location $ > T " i 8 ¥ : S § o ————— Dropped ———— ———— Impacted
of Captain Turner's death crossing the Green River are well known, but the rest . i
of the battlefield remained a mystery. The present landscape was developed
significantly since 1676, but archacclogica artifacts from the Battle of Great
Falls remain preserved here in the Connecticut River Valley from Mentague to
Deerfield. Researchers used historical documents, colonial maps, studied land-
scape changes over tims, and consulted with Native American advisors to re-

canstruct the battlefisld route for archasolagical testing.
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Peskeompskut

AL the Gread Falls: A Native Perspective
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told anew at dawn =ach day. Every voice that has sver been heard here, human

and other-than-human, reverberates in the air and is repeated by the roar and

murmur of Kwenitekw—the Connecticut River. Listening and remembering are This material is based upon work assisted by a grant from the Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
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acts of continuance, meeting the constancy of change with trust in the strength and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of the Interior.

of conhections.

We join in the sterizs by henering the conflusnce of Spirit here, an ancient and
Iasting mesting place for multitudes: the several rivars that blend their swift wa-
ters, the Fish People that thronged them annually ta ensure their future, the di-
verse Human People that traveled here to meet them with gratitude, feasting,
celebration, and exchange, and the renewing of longstanding agreemants with
All of Our Relations. Here, where Land, Water, and Sky warlds converge, we ac-

knowledge the connections that continue to flow among us all,

Although some people brought violence and cosrcicn to this landscape years
agjo, the deep thythm of relationship persists, reminding thase wha are here to-
day that we are an essential part of something bigger. The Great Falls has been a
place of baunty, beauty, pilgrimage, and peace much longer than it has not, and

this is a recurring promise that leads into the future.

We are reminded of our place in the circle: we are the sum of our ancestor's
dreams, and we are the ancestars of those yet to come. The well-being of all
those who have been here, those who are here now, and those who are vet to

arrive has become a shared responsibility.
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Ely and Popkins in Greenfield, MA. This is one of the earliest known p
and dam area. The first crib dam was built in 1794, Iong lftev the eve
the development of the land. » &

Right: Poem and painting by Robert Peters (2002), Mashpee aa@
The original painting hangs in the Montague Town Hall and was pu‘ﬂnasld
from First Light Power.
Below center in red: Simplified Wabanaki double curve graphic, recorded by anthropologist

Frank Speck, 1914.

Above: Spiral design evoking river whirlpools: Logo for the “Atowi Project,”

Rich Holschuh, Director; artwork by Charlie Adams.

In three places: Red and yellow double-wave motif by Loree Hany, evoking river water.
Far right: Net fishing drawing by Jeannie Marie Nicklas for the Salmon Hole site

at the Vermont State Park in Jamaica, Vermont.

Kwenitekw ¢ Quoncktakut
The Connecticut River

The “Long River," called the Quonektakut or Kwenitekw by Al ian speakers and known as the Connecticut Riv-
er by Europeans, was carved inta the landscape by glacial activities over 10,000 years ago. lts waters and seasonal

flooding resulted in fertile soils in the valley, diverse vegetation, and provided rich habitats for wildlife. The "Great Falls"
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were called P . omp=rocks, skut=place), the site of annual fish migrations as shad, lampreys,
and salman made their way upriver in the spring. The earliest people who made the valley their home wers attracted to the
waters and resources hers. The Falls bacame a communal place of gathering and ceremeny shared by Pocumtuck, Abenaki,

and Nipmuc(k) communities.




The Massacre at Peskeompskut
An Early American \trocity

On the marring of May 19, 1678, Captain William Turner and Lieutenant Samuel
7 Holyake led 150 Massachusetts Bay colonists in an attack on a village at Peske-
empskui killing ever 250 Indigencus wemen, children, and elders at the traditional fish-
ing place above Great Falls. This massacre dealt a devastating blow ta the coalition of
tribes gathered along the Connecticut River, from the Great Falls to Sokwakik (pres-
ent-day Northfield). This included people from Abenaki, Narragansett, Nipmucik), Nor-
wottuck, P

k, and Wamp ities as well as other displaced peaple

from the region. We must remember the lives lost here, sacrifices made, and bath the
enduring impact and trauma of King Philips War {1675-1674)

The war was fought due to escalating tensions batween English and Indigenous pecple
caused by many factars including colanial land encroachments, access ta resources, and
the erosion of tribal savereignty. When war erupted in June 1675, Native American com-
munities, angered by English actions, formed a coalition led by the Pokonoket sachem
Meatacom, called “King Philip* by the English. Leaders, including Matoonas, Manoco,
Shoshanim, and Mattaump, among others, joined Metacom to drive the English from
their homelands while sunksgua (women leaders), such as Awashenks, Quiapian, and
Weetamoo, led their communities through the darkest times of the war. Refugees from
Native American communities throughout the region gathered with the Pocumtuck at
Great Falls in the Spring of 1476 where they could fish, hunt, and sow crops while athers
found safety with the Nipmuc at Wachusett Mountain. People gathered at the villages
along the Connecticut River above Great Falls believed they were safe. The English
used this false sense of security to launch a surprise attack en Peskeompskut in May

1676 which destroyed the village and many inhabitants, few of which were warriors.

We honor the memory of these who fought, those who died, and those whase lives have
bean changed forever through the generations by this conflict. Their stories remind us
of the complexities of histary, the resilience of Indigenous peaple, and the enduring
struggle for justice and peace. In reflecting upon the past, we may strive for a brighter

future of peace among all peoples.
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The Battle of Great Falls during King Philip’s War + May 19, 1676
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CREDITS

Text written by Elizabeth Coldwind Santana Kiser—Elder, Council Woman, and currently
Tribal Historic ion Officer for the CI and of Nipmuck Indians.

Graphic design by Lynn Stowe Tomb, Lstomb@grmail.com

Background photo of platform net fishing is an Edward Curtis photo from the Library of Congress.
While the subject is Hupa, this portrayal is applicable to the local Sokoki Abenaki.

Below bottom left: Painting by Deborah Spears Moorehead (2002), Seaconke Pokanoket
Wampanoag Tribal Nation. Quinnipiac Village (Q.V.C.) in the 17th century—a scene of a Native
American village near the water. The original is owned by Dudley Farm Museum in Gilford, MA.
Oil on canvas, 22 in x 22 in. By permission of the artist.

Red and yellow double-wave motif by Loree Hany, evoking river water.

Far right: Vintage painting and modern photo of making a mishoon, from
Liz Coldwind Santana Kiser.

il i
g
(o1l » t"

The Counterattack

Snmn after the English attacked, Peskeompskut men from nearby villages rushed to the aid of

the villagers. Indigenous men rawed canoes to the Falls from villages upriver whils men from
across the Falls and others encamped on islands downriver all rushed to Peskeompskut. When
English forces at the destrayed village came under fire, Captain Turner ordered a retraat to their
horses at the Fall River. English traops were under constant attack as they regained their horses
and fled six miles back towards the Deerfield River. Fleeing English troops broke into smaller
parties and were ambushed or lost in the woods. Captain Turner was killed attempting to cross

the Green River while Lisutenant Holyoke took command of the survivors who fought their way

to the Deerfield River Ford. Fighting ceased on the nerihern Deerfield plains.

Remembering

he massacre and battle at Great Falls were never forgotten, but the historical memory
Tand legacy of the event has evolved over time. Following English victory in King Philip's
War, the colonists who displaced the local inhabitants and settled the regien renamed Great
Falls, "Turnet's Falls," in memory of Captain Turner and his men. Early town histeries glotified
English actions while vilifying the Indians fighting with King Philip. In the early 1900s granite
monuments were erected in Gill and Greenfield commemorating Captain Turner and his sol-
diers. In recent years efforis to reinterprei and remember the events of May 19, 1676, have

grown to include Indigencus perspectives and archaeolagical research
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