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SELECTMEN’S MEETING AGENDA 
UPSTAIRS MEETING ROOM 

1 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS, MA 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

-Subject to Change- 
AMENDED 

 
 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 
 

Meeting Being Taped       Votes May Be Taken 
 
1.  7:00  Approve minutes of August 10 and 24, 2015 if available.    
 
2.  7:01 Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and the 

Board of Selectmen will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment: 
 
3.  7:08  Jon Dobosz, Parks and Recreation Director 

• Execute agreement between Town of Montague and Grindline Skateparks, Inc. in the 
amount of $366,000 
 

4.   7:15 Suzanne LoManto, RiverCulture Director  
• Use of Spinner Park for live music and 2 tents on September 17, 2015 from 5:00 to 

9:00 PM 
 

5.  7:20  Erin MacLean, Loot      
• Use of sidewalk between 62 Avenue A and 56 Avenue A for tent and 3 piece 

jazz/world music band on September 19, 2015 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 
6.  7.25  Tom Bergeron, DPW Superintendent 

• Request to declare Avenue A street lights as surplus 
 
7.  7:30 MJ Adams, Director of Community Development 

• Request Town cover legal expenses involved in securing payoff of FY2012 CDBG 
loan 

• Accept FY2013 Town of Montague CDBG final quarterly report 
• Execute letter  to Ryan Ambrose, DHCD re: FY2013 Town of Montague, 

Community Development Fund, Final Quarterly report 
• Execute standard contract package between the DHCD and Town of Montague, 

$374,909 
 
8.  7:45  Walter Ramsey, Town Planner and Conservation Agent 

• Review Proposals for Montague Landfill Area Solar Facility.  Issue Notice to 
Proceed to selected proponent 

• Department of Public Works Facility Planning:  next steps 
• Franklin County Regional Dog Shelter on municipal land off Turnpike Road, 

Assessors Map 21, Lot 5; siting and next steps 
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• Updates from Franklin County Regional Pipeline Advisory Group.  Request for 
participation in a regional scope of services to legal representation and technical 
assistance in FERC permitting for Kinder Morgan Pipeline 

• Execute Change Order No. 1, Avenue A Streetscape Enhancement Project (time 
only) 

• Letter from Robert Daddario, requesting a change to section 7.9.4 of the Town of 
Montague Zoning Regulations by adding Solar Energy Facilities in the General 
Business District   

 
9.  8:15  Personnel Board with Linda Hickman, Library Director 

• Request to hire Mary Ellen (Mrz) Ziemba, Children’s Program Assistant. 12 hours 
per week, Grade B, Step 3, $17.20 Per hour, effective 9/29/15 

   
10.  8:20 Rodney Madison, Chairman, Planter Committee   

• Endorse Adopt-A Planter Program & Policies (#9A) Avenue A (#23-170) & Third 
Street (#36-86) 

 
11.  8:35 Michael Nelson 

• Request Use of Avenue A and 7th Street for Annual “Toll Booth” fund raiser on 
October 10, 2015 from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

• Request to use DPW Staff and Equipment at Pumpkinfest on October 24, 2015 
 
12.   8:40 Town Administrators Report   

• 10/1/15 Special Town Meeting Warrant – To approve and execute draft 
warrant attached hereto 

•  Award and Execute IT consulting contract with Moody Consulting  
•  Appoint Jeff Singleton as Montague representative for GMRSD Negotiations 
• Adopt revised language to Five Eyed Fox petitioned article 
• Request to use Peskeompskut Park, K-9 demonstration/fundraiser on October 30, 

2015 from 2:00 to 6:00 PM 
• Update on Employee Training Opportunities 
• Update on Town Administrators extended absence 
• Topics not anticipated in the 48 hour posting requirements. 

    
13.   9:15 Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c.30A §21 (a)(2) to conduct  
  Negotiations with Police Chief Charles Dodge, votes may be taken 
   
The next regularly scheduled Selectmen’s Meeting will be held on Monday, September 14, 2015 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Montague Town Hall, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
October 1, 2015 

 
Franklin, ss.    
 
 To either of the Constables of the Town of Montague in the County of Franklin: 
 
GREETING: 
 
 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn 
the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in the Turners Falls 
High School Theater Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. and to act on the following articles and any 
motions which may be presented. 
 
ARTICLE 1.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $7,000 or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the amount 
appropriated under Article 23 of the May 2, 2015 Annual Town Meeting, which appropriation was for 
Information Technology, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.   IT Department Request 
 
ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $63,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of utility appraisals, the 
state mandated triennial revaluation or interim year valuation of real and personal property by the 
Assessing Department, and Appellate Tax Board appeal defense, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.                 Board of Assessors Request 
 
ARTICLE 3.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $22,000 or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the amount 
appropriated under Article 23 of the September 12, 2013 Town Meeting, which appropriation was for 
repairing or replacing a boiler at the Sheffield School, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.          

   GMRSD Request 
 
ARTICLE 4.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $100,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of reducing the 
Fiscal Year 2016 sewer rates, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.                    WPCF Request 
 
ARTICLE 5.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $100,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the 
WPCF Capital Stabilization Fund, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.            WPCF Request 
 
ARTICLE 6. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $4,856, or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the amount 
appropriated under Article 4 of the May 3, 2014 Special Town Meeting, which appropriation was for the 
Town’s share of Airport Improvement Project 3-25-0032-17, or to pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.                       Airport Commission Request 
 
ARTICLE 7.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $1,500, or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the Fiscal 



4 
 

Year 2016 Shared budget (Department #159) for additional e-mails for town board and committee 
members, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.            Board of Selectmen Request 
 
ARTICLE 8.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $18,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of increasing the Fiscal 
Year 2016 Veterans’ Benefits budget, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

Town Accountant Request 
 

ARTICLE 9.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $5,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of funding legal 
expenses associated with the negotiation of the Town’s cable contract with Comcast, or to pass any vote 
or votes in relation thereto.           Board of Selectmen Request 

 
ARTICLE 10. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $15,000 or any other amount, for the purpose of library repairs, including 
but not limited to repairs to the handicapped ramp and exterior stairs at the Carnegie Library and exterior 
stairs at the Montague Center Library, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 
thereto, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.     Library Request 
 
ARTICLE 11.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $6,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of repairing 
brickwork at the Montague Center Library, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 
thereto, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.     Library Request 
  
 
ARTICLE 12.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $15,000, or any other amount, for the development of preliminary 
design and engineering work for a Department of Public Works Facility, or to pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.                                                               Planning Department Request, Approved by CIC 
 
ARTICLE 13.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $20,000, or any other amount, for legal representation and 
technical assistance related to the proposed Tennessee Gas Pipeline’s application before the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Planning Department Request 
 
ARTICLE 14. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow 
or otherwise provide the sum of $10,000, or any other amount, to fund legal representation in cases before 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU), and in related legal proceedings, concerning the 
proposed Kinder Morgan/Tennessee Gas pipeline, also known as "NED" (Northeast Energy Direct), or to 
pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.     Requested by Ariel Elan  
 
ARTICLE 15. To see if the town will vote to amend the Montague Zoning Map to redistrict Assessors 
Map 29 Lot 122 in the village of Millers Falls (5-7 Church St., known as St. Mark’s Church and rectory) 
from Public-Semi Public to Neighborhood Business, said area to total +/- 0.7 acres, or to pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.             Planning Department Request 
 
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 32B Section 20, which authorizes the Town to establish an Other Post Retirement Benefit Trust 
to reduce the unfunded liability of health care and other post employment benefits for which the Town of 
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Montague is obligated, as set forth in Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement #45, 
and further to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow or otherwise provide the sum of 
$250,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of funding said Other Post Employment Benefit Trust 
Fund, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.         

 Board of Selectmen, Finance Committee Request 
 
ARTICLE 17.  To see if the town will vote to rescind the unused borrowing authority of $26,647.63 as 
authorized under Article #14 of the September 12, 2013 Special Town Meeting, which funded 
emergency repairs to the sanitary sewer collection system on Millers Falls Road and Industrial 
Boulevard, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.                   Town Accountant Request 
 
ARTICLE 18. To see if the town will vote to rescind the unused balance of $12,849.30 as appropriated 
under Article # 21 of the May 2, 2015 Annual Town Meeting, which funded maintenance of the 
Montague Center School Building, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.             

 Town Accountant Request 
 
ARTICLE 19. To see if the town will amend Article II Section 2 of the Town Bylaws, relating to the 
town’s appropriation committee, by changing the words “no less than 5” to “no fewer than 3”,  or pass 
any vote or votes in relation thereto.             Finance Committee Request 
 
ARTICLE 20.  To see if the town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a lease not to 
exceed ten (10) years for the purpose of permitting construction and maintenance of a regional dog shelter 
on up to 2 acres of Town-owned land located on Assessor Map 21 Lot 5 (Turnpike Road), on such terms 
and conditions and for such consideration as the Board of Selectmen deem in the best interests of the 
Town, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.         Board of Selectmen Request 
 
ARTICLE 21.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to take all 
necessary and appropriate action to establish and to maintain, in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 164 of the General Laws and in accordance with the rules, regulations and orders of 
the Department of Public Utilities and the Department of Telecommunications & Cable, a 
municipal lighting plant for all purposes allowable under the laws of the Commonwealth, 
including without limitation the operation of a telecommunications system, construction of a 
fiber optic network, and any related services, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

         Broadband Committee Request 
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And you are directed to serve this 
warrant by posting attested copies 
thereof in some conspicuous place in 
each of the Post Offices, Libraries, 
Website, and Town Hall of the Town, at 
least fourteen days before said meeting. 

 
Hereof fail not and make due return of this document with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk 
fourteen days before said meeting. 
 
Given under our hands this 8th day of September in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Fifteen. 
 
 
______________________________ 
Michael Nelson, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________ 
Richard Kuklewicz 
 
 
______________________________ 
Christopher M. Boutwell  
Selectmen, Town of Montague 
 
 
Franklin, ss Montague, MA  September   , 2015 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant, I have warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague by posting 
attested copies of the same in a conspicuous place in each of the Post Offices, Libraries, Website, and the 
Town Hall of the Town of Montague at least fourteen days before said meeting as within directed. 
 
 
______________________________ 
Constable of Montague 
 


