Montague Historical Commission
Minutes/Summary of the MHC meeting of 25 September, 2023

Montague Town Hall

1 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA

Meeting held on-line 11 AM-12:30.

Commissioners present:

David Brule, Chair

Ed Gregory

Janel Nockleby

Chris Clawson

Chris Sawyer-Lauçanno

Also attending: Maureen Pollock

Proceedings:
1. Minutes of July 31, 2023 reviewed and accepted by unanimous vote.

2. Motion made by DB, seconded by Chris Sawyer-Lauçanno, to consider reorganizing the MHC officers. Proposing the following:

a. Chair: Janel Nockleby

b. Vice-Chair and Clerk/secretary: David Brule

Accepted by unanimous vote.

3. Discussion on proposed Habitat For Humanity project on First Street

a. Historical Commission indicates the project is located in a sector of archaeological interest; would like Commission oversight.

b. Maureen Pollock notes that the Massachusetts Historic Commission has reviewed the project and determined there would be “no adverse effect”.

c. Currently there is a Town Phase II assessment of the property to analyze soils and past uses, to see if there are contaminants present. Walter Ramsey is in charge of this assessment.

d. Habitat organization will host information session on coming Saturday.

e. The conceptual plans are a WIP. There will be a public hearing, then the applicant’s proposal and a public comment opportunity.

f. Likely 3 houses in 2024, then another 3 in 2025.

g. Commission notes they will be present when ground is disturbed, likely later in the Spring of 2024.
4. Historic Preservation Planning and Montague Comprehensive Planning (with MP)

a. Various points made about how to seek funding for a Historic Preservation Plan including possibly applying for grants, local match in the realm of 15-30 thousand dollars, Nov 5 deadline, etc.
b. The focus would be on designating two more historic districts in Lake Pleasant and Montague City.

c. Discussions morphed into starting with MHC participation in the Montague Comprehensive Plan as a first step. Given the 10-year Comprehensive Plan is coming up, MHC could develop a chapter within this Plan focusing on Historic Preservation as part of the larger plan.

d. The steering committee on the Comprehensive Plan will meet on Sept 21. Chapters on Cultural and Historic Resources should start over the coming winter in February/March.

5. Strathmore Mill updates: the mill will need to be demolished, town will seek funding. A meeting in October will be set and officials will determine what to do.

     6.   Capital Improvements updates. Montague Center Library: CSL reports that the

            masons are proceeding with exterior work, but there are more repairs needed than

            anticipated, near the top. Will need one more week, then the roofers will begin.

           The windows will be the focus later in the season.

6. Montague Center Park improvements:  “blacksmith shop” will likely remain as
       is. Further parking lot plans will be forthcoming.
               Adjourned at 12:30.

                                                   Submitted by D. Brule, Vice-Chair

