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June 18, 2026 on

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
The Massachusetts Archive Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Re:  Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition Project
Project Notification Form (Revised)
MHC# RC.66308
8 and 20 Canal Road, Village of Turners Falls, Montague, Massachusetts

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Town of Montague (Town), Tighe & Bond respectfully submits this Revised Project Notification
Form (PNF) for the demolition of the Strathmore Mill Complex (Mill Complex) in the Village of Turners Falls,
Town of Montague, Franklin County, Massachusetts. A previous PNF was submitted and reviewed in April 2019.
Since that time, the scope of work has increased due to further structural deterioration of buildings and
additional funding for demolition and hazardous materials abatement. The project will be undertaken with
state and federal funding and the Town will apply to local and state agencies for project permits and is
submitting this PNF to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC; the State Historic Preservation Officer)
as the Mill Complex includes contributing structures to a National Register Listed Historic District. The Town is
seeking MHC's concurrence that the Mill Complex is so extensively damaged and/or degraded that the
proposed abatement and demolition activities are warranted and necessary to protect public health and safety
(including that of first responders to a potential emergency) and to avoid additional uncontrolled structure
collapse within an environmentally sensitive area.

This submittal describes activities for the demolition of eleven (11) buildings and ancillary structures within the
Strathmore Mill Complex. Structures and areas scheduled for demolition include Buildings #1, #2, #3, #4,
#5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, and #11, the base of the Smokestack in Courtyard (East), and the Loading Dock attached
to Building #3. A separate "off-site" building (referred to as Building #9) is connected to the Mill Complex on a
separate privately-owned parcel and contains an active water power wheel and is scheduled to remain.
Building locations are identified on Figure 2 in Attachment B.

During the preliminary design and planning process for the demolition project, the Town coordinated with the
Montague Historic Commission to identify feasible mitigation measures for the demolition of the buildings at

the Project Site. In November 2025, the Town and the Chair of the Montague Historical Commission identified
the following mitigation items for incorporation into the demolition design:

e Strategic preservation of building foundations and footprints to the extent practical: The demolition
design is working to incorporate preservation of building foundations and footprints to the extent
practicable. Riverside building foundations for Buildings #1,# 2 and #3 will remain in place.

e Provision of a historically appropriate facade on the newly exposed wall(s) of Building #9: The project
includes a brick fagade for the newly exposed walls of Building 9, with the possibility of incorporating
existing bricks from the Project Site into the design of the facade.
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e Photographic preservation of the interiors of the Strathmore Structures: A photographic log that
documents the interior design of the structures prior to demolition will be prepared.

A copy of the Project Notification Form (PNF) is provided in Attachment A, figures showing the site location and
geographic context of the Project Site in Attachment B, and site photographs of existing conditions within the
Project Area in Attachment C. Attachment D contains relevant pages, record documents, inventory forms, and
National Register of Historic Places nominations from the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Inventory System
(MACRIS) as they pertain to the historic districts and properties at the Project Site. Attachment E contains the
Massachusetts Historical Commission’s response letter to the PNF submitted in April 2019 for an earlier version
of this project as well as additional correspondence regarding the removal of the Smokestack in 2020.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Should you have any questions or require additional information
for your review please contact me at (413) 572-3256 or by email at tjiadamski@tighebond.com.

Very truly yours,

Tracy J. Adamksi
Vice President

Enclosures
Copy: Bettina Washington, THPO Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah)
David Weeden, THPO Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
Mark Andrews, Deputy THPO Narraganset Indian Tribe
Jeff Bendremer, THPO Historic Preservation Manager, Stockbridge-Munsee Community
Walter Ramsey, Town of Montague
Chris Nolan-Zeller, Town of Montague
Janel Nockleby, Montague Historic Commission
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SECTION 1 | Introduction

The Project Site (42.61043, -72.55820) is located in the Village of Turners Falls at 8 and 20 Canal Road. The
majority of the Mill Complex is located at 20 Canal Road. The proposed project will occur within the limits of
two lots (Parcels: 02-0-01 and 02-0-06) owned by the Town; these parcels comprise the project locus. For
reference, a USGS Site Location Map (Figure 1), an Orthophotograph Plan (Figure 2), and Historical Resources
(Figure 3) are provided in Attachment B.

1.1 Project Background and Purpose

The proposed project entails the demolition of eleven (11) buildings and ancillary structures associated with
the Mill Complex. Buildings #1, #2, #3, #4, #5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, and #11, the base of the Smokestack located
in Courtyard (East), and the Loading Dock attached to Building #3 are scheduled for demolition. The
abandoned Tailrace #3 beneath Building #3 is also scheduled to be decommissioned (capped in place).

The Town has received state and federal funding for building demolition and is in the design and permitting
stage for the demolition of the Mill Complex in preparation for future redevelopment of the site. The majority
of the Mill Complex has been vacant since 2007 when an arson fire damaged multiple buildings, including the
complete destruction of former Building #10. The Town took ownership of the Mill Complex in 2010 as a result
of a lapse in tax payments by the owner at that time. Vacant and unused, the Mill Complex is vulnerable to
trespassers and vandalism, an issue the Town has spent thousands of dollars combatting. In the “Strathmore
Mill Feasibility Study For the Town of Montague, Massachusetts”, dated May 2005 prepared by Finegold
Alexander + Associates, Inc., FXM Associates, Ajax Investment Partners, LLC, Tighe & Bond, Inc., and Allied
Consulting Engineering Services, Inc, and the “Site Development Assessment Report”, dated August 12, 2008
and prepared by Fuss & O'Neill, structural deficiencies in each building within the Mill Complex were
identified. Descriptions of each building scheduled for demolition, including a summary of deficiencies noted
in 2005 and 2008, are provided in Section 2. The structural integrity of the site buildings and structures have
continued to decline in the intervening years.

The deteriorating condition and underutilization of the Mill Complex space has driven the Town to consider
potential redevelopment of the land. Due to the compromised structural integrity of the buildings, the Town is
proposing to demolish the majority of the structures to limit the potential for harm to public health, safety, and
the environment that could occur in the event of an uncontrolled building collapse. Furthermore, requirements
to rehabilitate the buildings to meet current codes, and limited site access and parking, significantly restrict the
redevelopment and reuse potential of the buildings. Therefore, the Town is proposing the demolition of the
majority of the structures at the site.

In Spring 2019, Tighe & Bond submitted a Project Notification Form (PNF) to the Massachusetts Historical
Commission (MHC) of for the demolition of Strathmore Mill Complex buildings #3, #5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, the
Smokestack in Courtyard (East), and the loading dock at building #3. MHC determined that the demolition of
these structures constituted an “adverse effect” and initiated the MHC's consultation process pursuant to 950
CMR 71.07(3). Additionally, the Smokestack in Courtyard (East) was removed in 2020 using municipal funds
due to concerns for public health and safety related to the Smokestack’s structural integrity issues. The base of
the Smokestack remains in Courtyard (East) and is also proposed to be demolished. Copies of the MHC PNF
Response Letters and correspondence about the removal of the Smokestack are provided in Attachment E.
Due to funding constraints, further demolition planning and design was postponed until now.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project | 1-1



Section 1 | Introduction

Tighe
gBod

1.1.1 Change in Proposed Scope of Demolition

The proposed project has since been expanded to include the demolition of Buildings #1, #2, #4 and #11
along with the previously-proposed buildings due to their continued deterioration and the limited feasibility of
potential reuse options for these structures. As the connected Building #9 is under private ownership with an
active power water wheel, it will remain. An impact analysis conducted by Tighe & Bond indicated that the
demolition of all buildings surrounding Building #9 (i.e., Buildings #5/5A, #2 and #4) will result in the need to
construct substantial reinforced concrete and concrete masonry unit (CMU) walls to resist the force of exterior
loading around Building #9. Additionally, a new stair tower would need to be constructed to supplement
required egress out of the building. This option was considered more feasible (and cost effective) than to
include the demolition of Building #9 with construction of a new building to house the hydro turbine and the

required support equipment for that off-site building.

To provide the Town with a feasible solution to demolish numerous buildings within the Project Site using the
available Project funding (with the possibility that additional funding may become available as the project
advances to construction), a tiered approach of building demolition was established that progressively
increases the number of buildings to be demolished. Table 3-1 summarizes the demolition alternates in the
progressive order of occurrence for bidding.

TABLE 1-1 Proposed Demolition Alternates

Demolition
Alternates

Base Bid

Scheduled to be
Demolished

Building #s:
3,5/5a, 6/6a,7,
and 8;

Base of
Smokestack in
Courtyard (East);

Loading Dock

Scheduled to
Remain

Buildings #s:
1,2,4,and 11;

Tailrace No. 2
system beneath
Building #2;

Concrete Walled

New Construction Needed

Reinforced concrete retaining
wall below street level grade,
and new CMU wall with brick
veneer along eastern side of

Building #9;

For Tailrace No. 3 beneath

Other Repair Work
Needed

Fill in doorway openings, etc.
along existing walls at the
newly exposed southern and
eastern sides of Building #2;

Fill in subsurface clearwater

and 8;

Concrete Walled
Tank west of
Building #1;

Base of
Smokestack in
Courtyard (East);

Loading Dock
attached to
Building #3.

and new CMU walls with brick
veneer along eastern side of
Building #9;

A new stair tower system at the
west side of Building #2 to
supplement the required
egress out of Building #9
connection;

For Tailrace No.3 beneath
Building #3, seal with CMU wall
at property line and fill in with
flowable concrete fill.

attached to Tank west of Building #3, seal with CMU wall | holding tank in Courtyard
Building #3 Building #1. at property line and fill in with East with flowable concrete
flowable concrete fill. fill.
Bid Alternate | Building #s: Building #s: Reinforced concrete retaining Fill in doorway openings, etc.
No. 1 1,3,5/5a, 6/6a,7, 2,4,and 11; walls below street level grade, | along existing walls at the

newly exposed southern,
eastern and western sides of
Building #2;

Fill in subsurface clearwater
holding tank in Courtyard
East with flowable concrete
fill.

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition
Project Notification Form (PNF)
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Concrete Walled
Tank west of
Building #1;

Remaining
pedestal base of
Smokestack in East
Courtyard;

Loading Dock

egress out of Building #9
connection;

Reinforced concrete retaining
walls below street level grade,
and new CMU walls with brick
veneer along eastern side of
Building #9;

For Tailrace No.3 beneath

Demolition Scheduled to be Scheduled to New Construction Needed Other Repair Work

Alternates Demolished Remain Needed

Bid Alternate | Building #s: Building #s: A new stair tower system atthe | Fill in doorway openings, etc.

No. 2 1,3,5/5a, 6/6a,7, 2 and 4; west side of Building #2 to along existing walls at the
8,and 11; supplement the required newly exposed southern,

eastern and western sides of
Building #2;

Fill in subsurface clearwater
holding tank in Courtyard
East with flowable concrete
fill.

No. 3

6/6a,7,8,and 11;

Concrete Walled
Tank west of
Building #1;

Remaining
pedestal base of
Smokestack in East
Courtyard;

Loading Dock
attached to
Building #3.

system beneath
Building #2.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION STRATEGY
In November 2025, the Town met with the Montague Historical Commission to discuss the project. Historic
preservation strategies were discussed and three items were agreed upon:

and new CMU walls with brick
veneer along eastern, northern,
and western sides of Building
#9;

i

A new stair tower system at the
rear (north side) of Building #9
to supplement the required
egress out of the building;

For Tailrace No.3 beneath
Building #3, seal with CMU wall
at property line and fill in with
flowable concrete fill.

attached to Building #3, seal with CMU wall
Building #3. at property line and fill in with
flowable concrete fill.
Bid Alternate | Building #s: Tailrace No. 2 Reinforced concrete retaining Fill in subsurface clearwater
1,2,3,4,5/5a, walls below street level grade,

holding tank in Courtyard
East with flowable concrete
fill.

e Strategically preserve building foundations and footprints to the extent practical

e Provide a historically appropriate facade on the newly exposed wall(s) of Building #9, possible re-use
of onsite bricks

e Interestin interior photographic preservation of the Strathmore Structures

The project team has taken these preservation points and incorporated them in the project design where
feasible. The demolition design will aim to preserve building foundations, footprints, and retaining walls to the
maximum extent practicable. The building foundations for Buildings #1, #2 and #3 along the Connecticut River
will remain in place. Additionally, the existing fieldstone foundation walls for Building #s: 4,5, 6,7,8 and 11
along Canal Road will remain. The existing fieldstone foundations from former Building #10 will also remain in
place. A two-foot high brick knee wall along the south sides of Buildings #2 and 3 will also remain.

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition
Project Notification Form (PNF)
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The proposed project includes the implementation of a brick facade for the newly exposed walls of Building
#9 that will utilize existing bricks from the project site into the accent pieces. Drawings showing the Historical
Preservation Plan and the proposed facade are provided within the Permit Set (Drawings C-300 and HIST-S-301
to HIST-S-303) in Attachment B.

Through this PNF, the Town seeks comments and review from the MHC for the potential demolition alternates
at the site outlined in Table 1-1.

1.2 Limitations to Redevelopment

According to "A Technical Assistance Panel Report Strathmore Mill Complex Redevelopment,” dated 2011 and
prepared by Urban Land Institute, there are multiple challenges and limitations complicating site
redevelopment. Limitations of redevelopment of the Mill Complex include:

e Limited Site Access and Parking: The Site access is limited to the 12- to 15-foot wide Canal Road which
has weight, height, and width restrictions. Canal Road does not have the capacity to accommodate
two-way traffic which makes retail and/or residential re-use infeasible. In addition, the limited access
may impede emergency response. There is also limited existing parking capacity and limited
availability to create parking areas on site.

e Financial Feasibility: Due to the condition of the structures on site, redevelopment costs are estimated
to be significantly higher than feasible to maintain an industrial rental property; the market is not
capable of supporting these costs without subsidy. In addition, the low population density of
Montague was not expected to attract certain uses such as retail or office and the adjacent town,
Greenfield, already contained existing retail with similar accessibility to 1-91 as Montague.

e Deterioration of Buildings: The Mill Complex has not been regularly maintained and would therefore
require extensive rehabilitation to meet current building codes. Structural deficiencies are described
under the Existing Conditions section above.

e Outdated Infrastructure: Existing utilities (e.g., gas, water, sewer, and electrical utilities) would likely
require upgrades which could significantly increase redevelopment costs.

e lLegallssues/Easements: Current disputes over easement rights of abutting properties may
complicate property owner cooperation needed for access and redevelopment.

e Restricted Location: The limited land area and abutting waterways limit the scale of potential
redevelopment. The Mill Complex is located on a narrow piece of land and is bounded to the north
and south by the Connecticut River and Power Canal, respectively.

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition | 1-4
Project Notification Form (PNF)
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Section 2 | Existing Conditions

SECTION 2 | Existing Conditions

The Mill Complex is primarily located at 20 Canal Road (Parcel 02-0-01, 1.9 acres) on an island bordered to the
north by the Connecticut River, to the south by an active hydroelectric Power Canal, and to the west by
buildings occupied by the Southworth Company. A portion of the project is also located at 8 Canal Road
(Parcel: 02-0-06; 3.19 acres). The Mill Complex is located within the eastern section of the island which is
primarily, and historically, used for industrial purposes.

The Mill Complex consists of nine interconnected buildings that are depicted on various historical plans as
Buildings #1 through #9, and another separate building referred to as Building #11, ranging in height from two
to seven stories with a total floor area of 245,000 gross square feet. A loading dock connected to the
east/northeastern portion of Building #3, that runs immediately adjacent to Building #7 to Canal Road, is
located on an adjacent parcel (Parcel 02-0-06) to the east at 8 Canal Road. [Note: Building #9 is privately-
owned, is on a separate parcel (Parcel 02-0-01C), and is not scheduled for demolition as part of this project.]
Parcel 02-0-06 is bordered to the east by property owned by FirstLight Hydro Generating Company. An
Orthophotograph detailing the Mill Complex building numbers and associated areas is provided as Figure 2 in
Attachment B. It should be noted that the Connecticut River side of the Mill Complex is referred to as ‘Project
North".

A letter to the Town of Montague from the FirstLight Hydro Generating Company dated June 14, 2012 detailed
restrictions along the FirstLight Travel Way, a 10-foot wide portion of Canal Road as measured from the vertical
waterline, adjacent to the Power Canal. These restrictions are as follows:

No vehicle having maximum wheel loading in excess of six thousand (6,000) pounds with minimum axle
spacing of at least four and one-half feet (4.5") shall be permitted passage along the FirstLight Trave/
Way, and, if the canal is dewatered, (as determined by FirstLight in its sole discretion), no vehicle having
maximum wheel loading in excess of four thousand (4,000) pounds shall be permitted passage along
the FirstLight Travel Way.

During construction, these weight and axle restrictions will be followed and enforced for vehicles and
equipment associated with the demolition project traversing Canal Road.

2.1 Mill Buildings and Ancillary Structures within the Project Area

The following sections describe the buildings and areas scheduled for demolition and abandonment as part of
this project. This section provides summaries of the conditions assessed in the Site Development Assessment
Report conducted by Fuss & O'Neill in August 2008 and the Strathmore Feasibility Study prepared in May 2005
by Finegold Alexander + Associates, Inc, FXM Associates, Tighe & Bond, et al. The conditions at the Project
Site have continued to fall further into disrepair over the past twenty years due to limited maintenance and the
infeasibility of redevelopment at the Project Site. The locations of each building are identified on Figures 1 and
2 in Attachment B. Representative site photographs are provided in Attachment C.

2.1.1 Building #1

Building #1 was constructed in 1877 and consists of a 5-story structure approximately 105 feet long by 43 feet
wide. The building exterior is constructed of load-bearing brick masonry walls. The building floors are
constructed of wood and are supported by wood beams, tension rods, and the exterior masonry walls, which
include a combination of steel and wood framing and interior wood columns.

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition | 2-5
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As part of the Site Development Assessment Report, a structural assessment of Building #1 was conducted to
evaluate the fire damage caused to the building. The assessment indicates that the building is in fair condition,
but identified several deficiencies in the west end of the building that may compromise the structural integrity
of the building. The 5% floor received the most fire damage, followed by the 4t and 3™ floors. Additionally, this
assessment found that the loadbearing walls in the southwest corner of the building have large cracks and that
the wall sections around the cracks are moving outward, indicating severe structural damage.

The Site Development Assessment Report also identified two main deficiencies within Building #1 including:
fire damage to the wood members within the building resulting in reduced structural integrity, and the mortar
on the masonry joints is friable and easily scraped away. The Feasibility Study identified that the mortar joints
on the exterior face of the building were deteriorating in many locations, and the moss growing on the brick in
some areas indicated water was infiltrating the walls. This building is scheduled for demolition under Bid
Alternate No. 1.

2.1.2 Courtyard (West)

The Courtyard (West) area measures roughly 83 feet by 73 feet and is surrounded by Buildings #1, #4, #11, and
former Building #10. The Courtyard consists of primarily previously managed greenspace with a paved
walkway that extends from Building #1 to the site of former Building #10. The Courtyard will be part of the
demolition area; the concrete and pavement features are slated to remain.

2.1.3 Building #2

Building #2 was constructed in 1873 and consists of a 5-story structure approximately 160 feet long by 43 feet
wide. The building exterior is constructed of load-bearing brick masonry walls. The building floors are
constructed of wood and several are finished with a concrete surface. The floors are supported by the exterior
masonry walls, which include a combination of steel and wood framing and interior steel lally columns.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified three main deficiencies within Building #2 including: weak
story (a portion of the wall between building #2 and #3 was removed), deterioration of wood (the roof framing
had fire damage), and mass (some floors consisted of wood planks, while others of concrete slabs).

The Feasibility Study identified that the mortar joints on the exterior face of the building were deteriorating in
many locations and disintegrated to dust upon contact. In addition, evidence of water damage was
documented in the wood ceilings of the third floor and roof beams. This building is scheduled for demolition
under Bid Alternate No. 3.

2.1.4 Building #3

Building #3 was constructed in 1892 and consists of a 5-story structure approximately 176 feet long by 43 feet
wide. The building exterior is constructed of load-bearing brick masonry walls. The building floors are
constructed of wood and several are finished with a concrete surface. The floors are supported by the exterior
masonry walls, which include a combination of steel and wood framing and interior steel lally columns.
Building #3 contains empty concrete tanks, believed to historically hold water, and piping infrastructure.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified four main deficiencies within Building #3 including:
interior mezzanine lacked bracing and adequate anchoring to the main structure, weak story (portions of the
wall between Buildings #2 and #9 have been removed to create door openings over the years), soft story (the
first floor was about twice as high as the remaining floors), and mass (some floors consisted of wood planks,
while others of concrete slabs).

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition |2-6
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The Feasibility Study identified that the mortar joints on the exterior face of the building were deteriorating in
many locations and disintegrated to dust upon contact. Moss observed growing on the brick in some areas
indicated water was infiltrating the walls. In addition, evidence of water damage was documented in the wood
ceilings of the third floor and roof beams. This building is scheduled for demolition under the Base Bid.

2.1.5 Loading Dock

The Loading Dock is located to the east of Buildings #3 and #7, and is elevated from the ground and
supported by steel columns. An entrance between the Loading Dock and Building #3 connects these
buildings. Neither the Site Development Assessment Report nor the Feasibility Study identified any
deficiencies with this structure. This building is scheduled for demolition under the Base Bid.

2.1.6 Building #4

Building #4 was constructed in 1873 and consists of a 4-story structure approximately 95 feet long by 51 feet
wide. The building exterior is constructed of load-bearing brick masonry walls, and the south exterior wall
features covered walkways that span across the third and fourth floor of the building to Building #1 from
ground level. The building floors are constructed of wood and several are finished with a concrete surface. The
floors on the third floor are supported by the masonry walls, a combination of steel/wood framing and interior
steel lally columns. The first and second floors are supported by steel beams encased in brick arches.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified four main deficiencies within Building #4 including:
masonry joints (the mortar is soft, friable, and easily scraped away), deterioration (some of the wood framing
was decayed or otherwise deteriorated), soft story (the first floor was about twice as high as the remaining
floors), and mass (some floors consisted of wood planks, while others of concrete slabs). This building is
scheduled for demolition under Bid Alternate No. 3.

2.1.7 Building #5/5A

Building #5/5A is a 5-story structure approximately 50 feet long by 38 feet wide. This building is among the
oldest existing buildings within the Mill Complex and was constructed in the 1870s. The building walls consist
of load-bearing brick masonry. The first floor of the building, which is located two stories below Canal Road,
houses the boilers. The boilers extend from the first floor up to the third floor. Catwalks located above the first
floor provide access between the boilers. The building does not have a second floor.

The building floors are constructed of wood and several are finished with a concrete surface. Steel beams
encased in brick masonry arches support the third floor. Masonry walls, a combination of steel and wood
framing and interior steel lally columns support the fourth floor. The fifth floor is supported by the masonry
walls and wood framing. The fifth floor has additional floor supports consisting of tension rods that are evenly
spaced throughout the length of the building. The rods on the fifth floor provide support for the floor and
extend into the attic where they are attached to timber roof trusses. The Site Development Assessment Report
identified one main deficiency within Building #5/5A: deterioration of wood. The Feasibility Study identified
that the brick mortar joints were deteriorating and soft in many locations. This building is scheduled for
demolition under the Base Bid.

2.1.8 Building #6/6A

Building #6/6A was constructed in 1892 and consists of a 4-story building approximately 50 feet long by 50
feet wide. The building walls consist of load-bearing brick masonry. The building floors are constructed of
wood and are finished with a concrete surface. Steel beams encased in brick masonry arches support the third
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floor. Masonry walls, a combination of steel and wood framing, and interior steel lally columns support the
third floor. Building #6A also contains two 15,000-gallon oil tanks.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified two main deficiencies within Building #6/6a: deterioration
of wood and deterioration of masonry joints. The Feasibility Study identified that the brick mortar joints were
deteriorating and soft in many locations. This building is scheduled for demolition under the Base Bid.

2.1.9 Building #7

Building #7 was constructed in 1892 and consists of a 4-story building approximately 116 feet long by 56 feet
wide. The building exterior is constructed of load-bearing brick masonry walls. The building floors are
constructed of wood and are finished with a concrete surface. Steel beams encased in brick masonry arches
support the second and third floors. Brick piers provide additional support for the third floor. The fourth floor
is supported by the masonry walls, steel framing and interior steel lally columns. Building #7 contains multiple
levels of concrete tanks, believed to historically hold water, and piping infrastructure.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified two main deficiencies within Building #7: the interior
mezzanine was not braced or adequately anchored to the main structure, and masonry joints were
deteriorated. The Feasibility Study identified that the brick mortar joints were deteriorating and soft on the

north exterior wall and in the interior of the building. This building is scheduled for demolition under the Base
Bid.

2.1.10 Building #8

Building #8 was constructed in 1873 and consists of a 2-story building approximately 74 feet long by 51 feet
wide. Foundation walls along the east side of the building adjacent to the Power Canal were constructed of
fieldstone masonry. The building floors are constructed of wood and wood topped with concrete. A
combination of wood and steel trusses support the second floor. Steel cables are attached to the tops of the
columns below the second floor along the west side of the building and are also attached to the first floor to
provide structural support. This building also contains a below grade concrete water storage tank believed to
historically hold water.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified two main deficiencies within Building #8: weak story (one
side of the building has a concrete foundation wall resisting the lateral forces, and the other side of the
building contains a brick exterior wall), and soft story (the floor heights vary). The Feasibility Study identified
that Building #8 was in poor condition due to structural instability, water damage, and deterioration. It
appeared steel cables were installed within the first floor to prevent the building from separating towards the
Courtyard (East). The wood floor of the second floor was warped, likely from water damage, and the exterior
brick mortar joints were deteriorating and soft in many locations. This building is scheduled for demolition
under the Base Bid.

2.1.11Building #9

Building #9 was constructed in 1909 and consists of a 4-story structure that is approximately 3,850 square feet.
The building is located between and shares a wall with Buildings #2, #4, and #5/5A along Canal Road on a
separate parcel of land identified as Parcel 02-0-01C (0.09 acres). This property is listed at 16 Canal Road and
is currently owned by Turners Falls Creek Renewable Energy (dba Eagle Creek Renewable Energy). This
occupied off-site building contains a sub-base level water wheel on the lowest floor with connecting penstock
off the canal, with associated power generating equipment on the 2nd floor. The street-front 3rd floor level of
this building contains the “power-house” and turbine, and this open floor spans up to the 2nd floor level.
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Beneath the 1st floor level is the tailrace that crosses beneath Building #2 and discharges to the Connecticut
River. This building is scheduled to remain.

2.1.12 Building #11

Building #11 was constructed circa 1900 and consists of a 7-story building approximately 105 feet long by 48
feet wide. Foundation walls along the east side of the building adjacent to the Power Canal were constructed
of brick and fieldstone masonry. The exterior is constructed with multi-wythe brick masonry walls with windows
spanning each facade across six stories. The building floors are constructed of wood or wood topped with
concrete, supported by the masonry walls, wood beams, and/or brick columns.

The Site Development Assessment Report identified multiple deficiencies within Building #11: soft story (the
floor heights vary) and masonry joints (mortar is soft and friable). The Feasibility Study identified that Building
#11 was in poor condition due to structural instability, water damage, and deterioration. The wood flooring on
the second floor had visible water damage, and the wood ceiling was visibly deteriorated in multiple locations.
This building is scheduled for demolition under Bid Alternate No. 2.

2.1.13 Courtyard (East)

The Courtyard (East) area is surrounded by Buildings #3, #6, #7, and #8 and contains the base of the
Smokestack that was removed in 2020. The base of the former Smokestack is deteriorating with brick masonry
falling off the base. The Courtyard also contains a 9,000-gallon underground concrete tank believed to
historically hold water. The tank is currently empty and is scheduled to be filled in with flowable concrete fill
under the Base Bid.

2.1.14 Tailrace #3

Tailrace #3, located beneath Building #3, originates at the Power Canal and terminates at the riverside
foundation wall along the Connecticut River. The Tailrace has an arch opening approximately 20 feet wide and
10 feet high; the area inside Tailrace #3 is approximately 20 feet across and 30 feet deep with 13 foot ceilings.
Tailrace #3 has masonry and concrete construction with pipe penetrations on the back wall. Steel supports are
in place for further structural stability. Debris (e.g., brick, driftwood) and silt have accumulated on the floor of
the tailrace near the outlet due to water backing up from the Connecticut River. Steel I-beams on the ceiling
are approximately three (3) feet on center.

Historically, water from the Power Canal flowed through the raceway, through the tailrace, and discharged to
the Connecticut River. The inlet (penstock) was capped by the Town during the summer of 2018. The outlet
remains open. Under the Base Bid, the tailrace is scheduled to be sealed at the outlet archway with a concrete
wall and filled with flowable concrete fill beneath Building #3 and the Courtyard (East).

2.2 Asbestos and Hazardous Materials

Between 2014 and 2026, Tighe & Bond completed hazardous building material assessment (HBMA) surveys
through the Mill complex buildings as part of earlier (limited) asbestos and hazardous building materials
abatement work, and now in preparation for full building demolition. The presence of regulated asbestos-
containing materials (RACMs) in several different materials throughout each building was confirmed. Materials
containing asbestos include but are not limited to: pipe and boiler insulations, boiler packing and gaskets,
pipe gaskets, transite cement panels and electrical boards, floor tiles, mastics, adhesives, window and door
glazing and caulking, and built up roofing materials. Most of the safely accessible materials were removed
from the interior portions of several of the buildings in 2020.
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Hazardous materials identified within buildings include but are not limited to: fluorescent light tubes light, oil-
filled ballasts, mercury containing switches and thermostats, emergency light batteries, fire extinguishers,
containers of gear oils, containers of cleaning fluids, paints and solvents, and some areas of oil stained
concrete surfaces. Some of these materials were removed from the interior portions of several of the buildings
in 2020. Lastly, lead paint was identified in the buildings. If the Mill Complex were to catch fire or otherwise
collapse, uncontrolled releases of hazardous material to the environment would occur.
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Tighe & Bond reviewed the Massachusetts State Register of Historic Places and conducted a review of the
Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), National Register of Historic Places, and
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps relative to the proposed project area. Copies of the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
are provided in Attachment D.

3.1 Strathmore Mill Complex

According to the MACRIS Inventory Form (MHC ID#: GIL.C / MNT.H), the existing buildings of the Strathmore
Mill Complex were constructed between 1877 and the early 1900s for the Keith Paper Company. The Mill
Complex was originally known as the Keith Paper Mill (MNT.131) and contains buildings contributing to the
Turners Falls Historic District (MNT.H) which is listed in the National Register. Industrial use of the Project Locus
(and surrounding area) pre-dates 1877, when the Keith Paper Mill Complex was destroyed by fire, but was
rebuilt soon thereafter. According to the 1884 and 1889 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps - copies of which are
provided in Attachment D - the Keith Paper Company owned the structures that are currently identified as
Buildings #1, #2, #4, #5/5A, #6/6A, #8, and #9. The land to the east (within the area of current Building #7, the
Loading Dock, and the remainder of Parcel 02-0-06) contained buildings owned by the Montague Paper
Company and John Russell Cutlery Company. Expansions of the Mill Complex occurred between 1893 and
1896, doubling the manufacturing production output.

The original power plant and associated structures were replaced with a more efficient hydroelectric plant in
1916. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for 1914, also provided in Attachment D, shows the expanded footprint
of the Keith Paper Company as compared to 1889. The success of the Keith Paper Mill was attributed to
availability of access to the following: railroad line, canal for raw material transport, canal water intakes for
power generation, municipal water lines in Canal Road, and the [former] pedestrian bridge for workers.
Between 1935 and 1953, more upgrades were installed. In 1953, the Keith Paper Company sold the complex
to the Strathmore Paper Company of West Springfield, Massachusetts which continued operations until 1994.
Between 1994 and 2007, the Mill Complex had multiple owners. In May 2007, an arson fire spread through
several buildings within the Mill Complex. The fire lead to the collapse of Building #10 and resulted in damage
to adjacent Buildings #1 and #11.

Due to the deterioration of the structures, the limitation in reuse, and the liability associated with the attractive
nuisance of these structures, the Town is proposing the controlled demolition of structures within the Mill
Complex.

3.2 M.G.L. Chapter 9 Sections 26-27C Compliance

Based on a review of the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), the Mill Complex lies
within one historic district listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NR), the Turners Falls Historic
District (MNT.H). The Mill Complex is also within the limits of two historic districts not listed on the NR or State
Register: the Riverside District (MNT.G) and the Turner Falls Power and Electric Company Historic District
(MNT.K). A figure showing the historic districts and inventoried properties near the Project Site is provided on
Figure 3 in Attachment B. Table 3-1 below lists the results of MACRIS inventoried properties and areas within
the project area.
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3.2.1 Historic District/Area

The Mill Complex is located within the Turners Falls Historic District (National Register of Historic Places,
Reference No. 82004966; MHC Inventory No. MNT.H) certified on May 2, 1982. This District is roughly bounded
by the Connecticut River to the west, First Street to the north, Prospect Street and Ninth Street to the
south/east, and L Street to the south within the Village of Turners Falls. According to the MHC inventory form,
250 Buildings, 4 sites, and 6 structures contribute to the Turners Falls Historic District.

TABLE 3-1 Summary of MACRIS-listed Cultural/Historical Assets within the Project Area

MACRIS No. Historic Name Designation Significance

MNT.G Riverside -- Architecture; Community Planning;
Engineering; Industry; Transportation

MNT.H Turners Falls Historic District National Register District Archaeology, Historic; Architecture;
Commerce; Community Planning;
Engineering; Industry; Recreation;

Social History
MNT.K Turners Falls Power and -- Architecture; Engineering; Industry
Electric Company
MNT.1317 Keith Paper Mill Contributing Building to Architecture; Engineering; Industry

Turners Falls National
Historic District

"This listing is located within the Historic Riverside Area and Turners Falls National Historic District.

3.2.2 Inventoried Property

The Strathmore Mill Complex is an MHC-inventoried property (MHC, Inventory No. MNT.131) noted for its
architectural, engineering, and industrial significance. This complex was generally used as an industrial
complex with an edged tool factory and paper mill. It was formerly referred to as both the Keith Paper Mill and
Hammermill Paper Company. This property is located within the Historic Riverside Area and is a contributing
building to the Turners Falls National Historic District. The Keith Mill Footbridge over the Power Canal (MHC,
Inventory No. MNT.925) was located adjacent to the proposed project and was demolished in 2025 as part of a
separate project by others.
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4.1 Proposed Activities
4.1.1 Prior to Demolition

ASBESTOS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ABATEMENT

As previously mentioned, asbestos-containing materials and hazardous materials have been identified within
buildings scheduled for demolition. Regulated asbestos-containing materials will be abated prior to or during
demolition. Hazardous materials will be abated prior to demolition and areas of oil-stained concrete surfaces
will be segregated for disposal during demolition.

Lead paint management will be subject to OSHA 1926.62 Lead in Construction regulations, which require the
contractor to adequately protect their workers from exposure to airborne lead. It is expected that employee
exposure to lead will be minimal as the majority of demolition work will involve the use of mechanical
equipment. However, in the event selective demolition procedures include the use of torches or reciprocating
saws where lead paint is present, those surfaces would be abated prior to the disturbance to reduce potential
worker exposure.

WOODY VEGETATION REMOVAL

Approximately 12,500 sf of vegetation clearing and grubbing is proposed within the vicinity of the Loading
Dock area to facilitate access for demolition activities. Mechanical vegetation removal methods will be used
for this task. Vegetation will be removed from the site for proper disposal. A significant portion of this area is
currently armored with rip rap; the final ground treatment in these areas will remain rip rap.

4.1.2 Demolition

Demolition will include a combination of Buildings #1, #2, #3, #4, #5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, #11, the base of the
Smokestack, pipe structures within each building, and the Loading Dock attached to Building #3. The buildings
to be demolished are dependent upon the demolition bids that the Town receives, as outlined in Table 1-1 in
Section 1 above. Above-grade portions of buildings will be demolished to the lowest slab elevation; the slab
and foundation walls will remain intact. The total area of demolition for the Proposed Project and its potential
alternates is approximately 71,100 square feet.

Demolition is proposed to the lowest slab elevation; the remaining slabs will be perforated for drainage and
foundation walls will remain intact. Within Courtyard (East), the base of the Smokestack will be demolished,
and the 9,000-gallon holding tank slab will be filled-in with flowable concrete fill. Utilities serving the buildings
to be demolished will be terminated, cut, plugged and/or capped.

It is anticipated that work will be undertaken with the use of typical construction equipment including cranes,
excavators, grapplers, front-end loaders, waste-trailers, and dump trucks. Demolition debris will be
temporarily stockpiled as it is generated, placed on the first-floor concrete slabs, and segregated for proper
off-site disposal. Dust from construction activities will be controlled via the use of water sprayers or spray guns.

Based on site constraints, it is anticipated that demolition will occur from east to west starting at the Loading
Dock. The buildings/areas will generally be demolished/abandoned in the following order: Loading Dock,
Building #7, Building #8, base of the Smokestack, Courtyard (East) holding tank (to be abandoned in place),
Building #6/6A, Building #3, Tailrace #3 (capping and fill), Building #5/5A under the Base Bid. If there is
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funding to incorporate bid alternates, the buildings and structures to be demolished are outlined in Table 1-1
in Section 1. 1. Stockpiling details are discussed below.

STOCKPILING

Demolition debris will be stockpiled initially on the first-floor concrete foundations for segregation and
subsequent transport from the site. Designated longer-term stockpiling areas will be established for materials
to be salvaged (e.g., scrap metal, intact wood beams, etc.). Brick and concrete materials that are scheduled to
be crushed and re-used on-site will also be stockpiled on concrete foundations and within a designated
stockpiling location. Stockpiles that are not on concrete foundations will be surrounded by perimeter controls
to minimize the potential for materials to migrate off-site. Material that will not be re-used on-site will be
stockpiled on concrete foundations prior to transport for disposal.

MATERIAL UTILIZATION, BACKFILLING, AND GRADING

Due to the depths of the lowest building slabs, the project will entail backfilling to create a slope from Canal
Road to the lowest elevation of the lowest slab. This will serve to stabilize the remaining building foundation
walls along Canal Street, and along the east side (and west, if Building #4 is demolished) of Building #9 to
remain.

Processed (crushed to less than 3 inches) brick/concrete debris will be generated during the scheduled
building demolition. The materials consist of brick wall materials and concrete floors. The brick/concrete
materials to be reused as structural backfill material will account for a significant percentage of material
required for post-demolition backfill and grading. Since portions of the brick are coated with paint, a
Beneficial Use Determination (BUD) will be submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP) for review and approval prior to reuse of these materials on-site. Therefore, the re-use of
these materials on site will significantly limit the amount of materials to be disposed off-site and the volume of
backfill needed. Correspondingly, it will reduce construction-related traffic to and from the Project Area.

The difference in elevation between Canal Road and the first-floor level of the Mill Complex is approximately
24 feet. Backfill will be placed at a 3:1 slope (or less) toward the south side of Canal Road. The material
required to achieve proposed grades is dependent upon the Demolition Alternate that is ultimately selected.
The proposed area for the beneficial use of the processed materials is at the lower levels within this sloped
area, beginning against the fieldstone masonry walls to remain intact along/abutting the Canal Road. As shown
on the attached project drawings, the footprints of demolished Buildings #5/5A, #6/6A, #7 and #8, and the
East Courtyard area constitute the primary backfilling area; if Buildings #4 and 11 are demolished, additional
backfilling will be conducted in their respective footprints (i.e, the secondary areas). Additional details of
materials reuse and site stabilization are outlined below:

e The ground floor slabs will be punctured for drainage purposes and a geotextile filter fabric will be
placed atop the punctured floor. Processed material will be stockpiled on geotextile filter fabric. The
lowest level building slabs to remain will be perforated for drainage.

e The stockpiled processed materials will be placed in uniform horizontal layers not to exceed 12 inches
in thickness and compacted with heavy self-propelled vibratory compaction equipment (e.g., vibratory
rollers).

e The processed materials will be placed at a 3:1 (or less) slope.

e Followingthe completion of placing the processed materials, a geotextile filter fabric layer will be placed
atop these materials along with a visual warning barrier (e.g., orange snow fence material). A minimum
of three (3) feet of clean, off-site gravel borrow will then be placed over these areas.

e For the primary backfill/sloped area, the surface treatment of the sloped area will consist of 2.5 feet of
clean off-site gravel borrow and 0.5 feet of loam to be broadcast with grass seed to establish vegetative
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cover. For the secondary backfilled/sloped areas, the surface of the 3-foot cover will be rip rap material.

4.1.3 Tailrace #3 Closure

Closure of Tailrace #3 will be achieved through the construction of an engineered barrier (referred to herein as
the cap) at the tailrace outlet, flush with the exterior face of the riverside foundation wall. As previously
mentioned, the inlet (penstock) was capped by the Town during the summer of 2018. In order to cap the
tailrace with minimal impact to the nearby Bank of the Connecticut River, access will be gained through the
remaining floor of Building #3 following demolition of the upper portions of the building. This will likely be
accomplished by the use of a “snooper” type truck with a boom lift to lower laborers and equipment into the
tailrace for debris removal and concrete formwork.

Tailrace #3 closure will include the following activities:

e Loose bricks, driftwood, and other debris will be removed from within the tailrace and at the outlet.
e A 2-foot diameter CMU or concrete wall will be constructed at the entrance to the tailrace.

e Siltfence and erosion control barriers will be placed just outside the outlet of the tailrace.

e Debris will be stockpiled on the building foundation for offsite disposal.

¢ No debris will be placed or stockpiled within the Connecticut River or upon its Bank.

e Silt deposits will be removed down to sound soil to reduce the potential for cap settlement.

e Silt debris will be placed in the interior of the tailrace.

The engineered cap will be constructed of reinforced concrete followed by filling the remaining voids with
controlled density fill finished flush with the top of the tailrace.

4.1.4 Post-Demolition Site Restoration

The majority of the project is located within previously developed areas (i.e., the Mill Complex). Site restoration
will include loaming and seeding of disturbed previously vegetated areas, where current rip rap materials do
not exist, and new slope construction as discussed above. Site restoration also includes new wall construction
around Building #9, as reviewed in Table 1-1 in Section 1.

4.2 Construction Access

Access to the Project Area is limited to a single roadway, Canal Road. The site will be accessed from the Turners
Falls Road bridge over the Connecticut River. Contractors will be required to abide by height, weight, and
width restrictions for Canal Road.

4.3 Construction Period Protective Measures

Typical mitigation for stormwater runoff and associated erosion and sedimentation, fugitive dust, vehicle
emissions, and soils and solid waste management will be implemented for the duration of the demolition
period of the Project. There are no visible stormwater collection structures noted within the limits of the work. If
identified, inlet structures will be protected with silt sacks or similarly effective devices. The following protective
measures will be implemented during construction to minimize the potential for erosion and sedimentation.
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4.3.1 Erosion Control Barriers

Prior to demolition, the limits of work will be marked with perimeter barriers and erosion controls. The top of
the concrete wall of the Power Canal adjacent to Canal Road provides a vertical, impervious barrier that
protects the Power Canal. No additional measures are proposed at this location.

The Connecticut River will be protected by a row of erosion control barriers at the limits of work near the
Loading Dock. The erosion control barriers will consist of silt fencing, Filtrexx Siltsoxx, or other similarly
effective devices depending on the location. In addition:

e The Contractor will be required to maintain a reserve supply of erosion control barriers on-site to make
repairs, as necessary.

e Protective measures will be inspected after significant precipitation events. Maintenance and repairs will
be conducted, as necessary.

At the conclusion of the project, the erosion control barriers will be removed and properly disposed off-site
following the stabilization of disturbed areas.

4.3.2 Debris Collection Netting

The demolition of Buildings #1, #2, and #3 are proposed immediately adjacent to the Connecticut River.
Additional protective measures consisting of netting to catch falling debris will be implemented to minimize
the potential of incidental deposition into the river. Prior to demolition, a netting system will be designed,
installed and maintained by the demolition contractor.

It is expected that the barrier system will consist of a series of steel beams secured horizontally to the
buildings’ walls. The steel beams will extend through lower window openings of the north building wall,
approximately 10 feet or more from the building. Strong netting or similar material will then be draped over
and secured to the beams. Careful demolition is planned in this area and the north building wall will be pulled
inward in a southerly direction, away from the river. The demolition will proceed using a bay-by-bay method,
starting from the east and moving to the west. This netting is intended to catch loose bricks or concrete pieces
that may fall in the direction of the Connecticut River (to the north). This type of system has been effectively
implemented on similar projects. In the event that loose material falls onto the shoreline of the Connecticut
River, the contractors will be required to remove the material.

The edge of the Connecticut River will not be disturbed or altered. Existing brick and mortar debris scattered
along the river edge at the beginning of the project will remain.

4.3.3 Power Canal Protection

The top of the concrete wall of the Power Canal adjacent to Canal Road provides a vertical, impervious barrier
that protects the Power Canal. No additional measures are proposed at this location.

4.3.4 Proposed Handling and Best Management Practices of Beneficial Reuse Material

The following Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented during the handling and processing of
the beneficial reuse material:

e During building demolition, materials with significant oil staining of the coated and uncoated surfaces
will be segregated for proper off-site disposal.

e During building demolition, the coated and uncoated materials, as defined herein, will be segregated
and stockpiled separately, to the extent feasible, at one or more locations on-site.
e Bricks that are intact and in good shape will be stockpiled for use as accents in the Building 9 fagade.

Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition | 4-4
Project Notification Form (PNF)



Tigheo,
Section 4 | Proposed Project Bond

e Dust from the demolition activities, stockpiled brick/concrete rubble, crushing operations and crushed
material will be monitored through a visual standard of “no visible dust emissions” and controlled with
water sprayers. Following crushing, the materials will be used as backfill and compacted in a pre-

determined location.
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SECTION 5 | Pertinent Regulatory Programs

The proposed activities will require permits from the following local, state, and federal agencies as indicated in
Table 5-1.

TABLE 5-1 Summary of Regulatory Permits and Authorizations
Regulatory Agency Statute/Authority Permit/Authorization

Montague Conservation M.G.L.c. 131 8§40/ 310 CMR 10.00 Order of Conditions

Commission

Montague Historical Commission Montague Town Bylaw / Article 35/ Determination of Effect
Demolition Delay Bylaw ‘

Massachusetts Historic Commission M.G.L.c. 9 §§26-27C/ 950 CMR 71.00 | Determination of Effect

Massachusetts Department of M.GL.c.21A§2&§8 Beneficial Use Determination
Environmental Protection (MassDEP)

Massachusetts Wildlife Natural M.G.L.c. 111 §150A, §150A1/2 / Determination of Effect/Determination
Heritage & Endangered Species 310 CMR 19.00 of Take

Program (NHESP)

5.2 Local Regulations

5.2.1 Montague Demolition Delay Bylaw

The Montague Demolition Delay Bylaw was adopted in May 2022 and aims to protect significant buildings
within the Town of Montague. The bylaw introduces a demolition permit process and timeline that is overseen
by the Montague Inspector of Buildings. The Town has undertaken an extensive multi-year planning process
regarding the Strathmore Mill Demolition Project that includes participation from the public. The Town has
coordinated with the Montague Historical Commission and Montague Inspector of Buildings; given the
immediate threat to public health and safety due to the mill complex's deteriorated condition, the Town is
petitioning for emergency demolition per Section 5 of the Demolition Delay Bylaw.

5.3 Project Funding

The Project will receive nearly $10M in state and federal funding for this project. The Town of Montague will
receive $5M for this project from the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation for the
purpose of addressing environmental and public safety risks associated with the Strathmore Mill Complex. This
funding was earmarked in the Massachusetts 2018 state environmental bond bill. Additionally, the US
Environmental Protection Agency allocated $4.9M in federal grant funding to the project through the
Brownfields Cleanup Grant, which is funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act) passed in November 2021.
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SECTION 6 | Summary

The Mill Complex poses a health and safety threat to trespassers and/or first responders that may be required
to access the property, which is primarily vacant. There are multiple challenges complicating site
redevelopment, including: deteriorating buildings, limited site access and parking, the cost for rehabilitation is
not supported by market rates, outdated infrastructure, and legal issues. Due to the deterioration of the
structures, the limitation in reuse, and the liability associated with the attractive nuisance of these structures, the
Town is proposing the controlled demolition of structures within the Mill Complex.

The Town anticipates that the demolition project will enable the Town to remove an attractive nuisance and
develop riverfront public open space that honors the site's industrial history. Therefore, it is in the best interest
of the Town to proceed with the demolition to protect the residents of Montague and adjacent environmental
resources, and to provide an open space amenity and riverfront access.

In recognition of the historical importance of the site, the project has incorporated the preservation of certain
building foundation elements, as well as incorporating existing bricks into a new brick facade for new outer
walls for Building #9.
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950 CMR: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

APPENDIX A
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
221 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASS. 02125
617-727-84, FAX: 617-727-5128

Project Name: Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition Project

Location / Address: Canal Road
City / Town: Montague
Project Proponent

Name: Town of Montague, ATTN: Walter Ramsey

Address: 1 Avenue A

City/Town/Zip/Telephone: Turners Falls, MA 01376 / p: (413) 863-3200

Agency license or funding for the project (list all licenses, permits, approvals, grants or other entitlements being
sought from state and federal agencies.)

Agency Name Type of License or funding (specify)
Montague Conservation Commission MAWPA Order of Conditions

Montague Historical Commission Determination of Effect

Massachusetts Historical Commission Determination of Effect

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Beneficial Use Determination

MassWildlife Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program MESA Determination of Effect / Determination of Take
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation Funding from MA Environmental Bond Bill (2018)

Environmental Protection Agency Funding from Brownfields Cleanup Grant
Project Description (narrative):

The proposed project entails asbestos abatement and demolition of eleven (11) buildings and ancillary structures
associated with the Strathmore Mill Complex on Canal Road in Montague, MA. The Mill Complex consists of 11
interconnected brick buildings ranging in height from two to seven stories with a total floor area of 245,000 gross
square feet. A loading dock and building associated with Mill Complex are located on an adjacent parcel (Parcel 02-
0-06) to the east at 8 Canal Road. No new construction is proposed. Land use throughout the area includes
commercial, industrial, waterways, and paved roadways. Construction access will use existing paved roads.

Does the project include demolition? If so, specify nature of demolition and describe the building(s) which are
proposed for demolition.

The proposed project is the demolition of the eleven (11) buildings and ancillary structures within the Strathmore
Mill Complex, which include Buildings #1, #2, #3, #4, #5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, and #11, the base of the Smokestack
located in Courtyard (East), and the Loading Dock attached to Building #3. Prior to demolition, the limits of work
will be marked with perimeter barriers and erosion controls. The total area of demolition is approximately 71,100
square feet. Please see the cover letter for a detailed description of each building and ancillary structure that is
scheduled for demolition.

Once demolition is completed, the erosion control barriers will be removed and properly disposed off-site following
the stabilization of disturbed areas and Conservation Commission authorization. Site restoration will include
loaming and seeding of disturbed previously vegetated areas and sloped areas. Demolished building footprints and
retaining walls will either be incorporated into the newly sloped areas or remain as crushed concrete and brick. The
area of Loading Dock demolition will be restored to existing grade and also loamed and seeded.

5/31/96 (Effective 7/1/93) — Corrected 950 CMR - 276



950 CMR: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

APPENDIX A (continued)

Does the project include rehabilitation of any existing buildings? If so, specify nature of rehabilitation and
describe the building(s) which are proposed for rehabilitation.

The removal of the buildings surrounding Building #9 will result in the need to construct substantial reinforced
concrete and concrete masonry unit (CMU) walls to resist the force of exterior loading. These reinforced concrete
retaining walls will be constructed along northern side of Building #9. Intact bricks from the demolition will be
segregated for use as accents in the new exterior wall of Building #9. Additionally, a new stair tower would need to
be constructed to supplement required egress out of the building for Bid Alternate #3. No further building
rehabilitation is proposed.

Does the project include new construction? If so, describe (attach plans and elevation if necessary).

If Bid Alternative No. 3 moves forward, a new stair tower is anticipated at Building #9. The new stair tower
footprint will be minimal.

To the best of your knowledge, are any historic or archaeological properties known to exist within the
project’s area of potential impact? If so, specify.

Based on a review of the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), the Mill Complex lies
within one historic district listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NR), the Turners Falls Historic District
(MNT.H). The Mill Complex is also within the limits of two historic districts not listed on the NR or State Register,
the Riverside District (MNT.G), and the Turner Falls Power and Electric Company Historic District (MNT.K).

The Keith Mill Footbridge over the Power Canal (MHC Inventory No. MNT.925) was located adjacent to the
proposed project and has been demolished as part of a separate project by others. Refer to the cover letter and the
Historic Sites figure (Figure 3) included in Attachment B.

What is the total acreage of the project area?

Woodland 0.05 Acres Productive Resources 0 Acres
Wetland 0 Acres Agriculture 0 Acres
Floodplain 0 Acres Forestry 0  Acres
Open space 0 Acres Mining/Extraction 0  Acres
Developed 2.12 Acres Total Project Acreage 2.17 Acres

What is the acreage of the proposed new construction?
The new stair tower at Building #9 will occupy approximately sf of land.
What is the present land use of the project area?

The Project Area lies within previously developed industrial areas associated with the former Strathmore Paper Mill
Complex along Canal Road on the northern bank of the canal. The project area is currently abandoned, and the
buildings scheduled for demolition are vacant.

Please attach a copy of the section of the USGS quadrangle map which clearly marks the project location.

This Project Notification Form has been submitted to the MHC in compliance with 950 CMP 71.00.

Signature of Person submitting this form: Date:

Name: Tracy J. Adamski, Tighe & Bond, Inc.

Address: 53 Southampton Road

City/Town/Zip: Westfield, MA 01085
Telephone: (413) 572-3256

REGULATORY AUTHORITY
950 CMR 71.00: M.G.L. c. 9, §§ 26-27C as amended by St. 1988, c. 254.
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Former Strathmore Mill Complex FIGURE 2
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Montague, Massachusetts March 2026
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Former Strathmore Mill Complex
20 Canal Road
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PROJECT
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SITE BUILDING #1 - FIVE TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ DRAWN BY: A.LAPATIN
SITE BUILDING #2 - FIVE TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ DESIGNED BY: D.BOULAIS
SITE BUILDING #3 - FIVE TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ CHECKED BY: D.BOULAIS
SITE BUILDING #4 - FOUR TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ APPROVED BY: TKIRTON
SITE BUILDING #5/5A - FOUR TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+
SITE BUILDING #6/6A - FOUR TO FIVE TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ EXISTING CONDITIONS &
SITE BUILDING #7 - FOUR TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 146+ AND OPEN VOID BENEATH SLAB (MOSTLY EARTHEN BASE) W/ BOTTOM ELEVATION 142+ LIMITS OF WORK AREA PLAN
SITE BUILDING #8 - TWO TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS (2ND AND 3RD FLOORS OF BUILDING COMPLEX), WITH OPEN VOID BENEATH 2ND FLOOR (MOSTLY EARTHEN BASE) W/BOTTOM ELEVATION 142+
SITE BUILDING #11 - SEVEN TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+ (WESTERN END ADDITION OF BUILDING IS OPEN ROOM, 2 TO 3 STORIES IN HEIGHT) 0 40" 80" SCALE: 1" = 20"
(OFF-SITE BUILDING #9 - FOUR TOTAL STORIES/FLOORS, WITH BASE/1ST FLOOR SLAB ELEVATION APPROX. 149+) ﬁT
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Historic Preservation Plan - Photographic Log
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 1

Date: 1/23/2026

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of Building #1 from the Connecticut River. The fieldstone foundation walls
(outlined in red) for Buildings #1, #2, and #3 to the river bank level will remain.

Photograph No.: 2

Date: 1/23/2026

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of exterior of Building #4 from Courtyard West. The fieldstone foundation
(outlined in red) displayed here will remain.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project



Historic Preservation Plan - Photographic Log
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 3

Date: 3/26/2026

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of exterior of Buildings #3 and #7; a 2-foot brick knee wall will remain and be
used as the base of the new slope.

Photograph No.: 4

Date: 1/23/2026

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of Building #11 fieldstone foundation; the fieldstone foundation walls (outlined
in red) for Buildings #4, #5, #6, #7, #8 and #11 along canal road will remain.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project



Historic Preservation Plan - Photographic Log Tigggd

Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project Job Number: M-5003-012

Strathmore Mill Complex

Client: Town of Montague Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 5 Date: 3/26/2026 Direction Taken: West

Description: View from Canal Road of the remnant fieldstone foundation from Former Building #10,
which will remain (outlined in red).

Photograph No.: 6 Date: 3/26/2026 Direction Taken: Southwest

Description: View from the Western Courtyard area of the remnant fieldstone foundation of Former
Building #10 to remain.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project 13
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Attachment C- Photographic Log
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 1

Date: 09/21/2018

Direction Taken: West

Description: Aerial view of the Strathmore Mill Complex. The smokestack was demolished in 2020
after this photo was taken.

Photograph No.: 2

Date: 9/21/2018

Direction Taken: North

Description: Aerial view of the Strathmore Mill Complex showing Buildings #2-#9 and the Connecti-
cut River. The Smokestack was demolished in 2020 after this photo was taken.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 3

Date: 09/21/2018

Direction Taken: West

Description: Aerial view of the Strathmore Mill Complex. The smokestack was demolished in 2020
after this photo was taken.

Photograph No.: 4

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: View from Canal Road of Buildings #4, #2, and #7. Also visible is the footbridge that
was removed in 2025 (by others).

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 5

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: West

Description: View along the Power Canal and Canal Road of the northern end of the footbridge/
Building #4 and Building #11. The entrance to Courtyard (West) is indicated by the red arrow.

Photograph No.: 6

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: West

Description: View from the entrance to Courtyard (West) along the Power Canal and Canal Road
showing the access roadway conditions, Building #11, and the Power Canal.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 7

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: West

Description: View along Canal Road of the exterior of Building #11.

Photograph No.: 8

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northwest

corner of Building #11.

Description: View facing the Connecticut River (indicated by the blue arrow) from the southeastern

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 9

Date: 2/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: Canal Road adjacent to Buildings #5/5A, #6/6A, 8# and 7# to be demolished. It
should be noted that access via Canal Road entails height, width, and weight restrictions.

Photograph No.: 10

Date: 6/21/2018

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of Canal Road, ranging from approximately 12 to 15 feet wide. It should be noted
that access via Canal Road entails height, width, and weight restrictions.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 11

Date: 06/19/2018

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the skylight and roof of Building #9 and Building #5.

Photograph No.: 12

Date: 6/19/2018

Direction Taken: Northwest

Description: South side of Building #9 to the west to remain and Building #5/5A to be demolished;
photo displays building separation point.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 13

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the exterior of Building #1.

Photograph No.: 14

Date: 09/21/2018

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the exteriors of (from left to right) Buildings #3, 2, and 1. The smokestack
that was removed in 2020 is visible behind Building #3.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 15

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of existing conditions in the interior of Building #1, lowest level.

Photograph No.: 16

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of boiler brick in Building #1, lowest level.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 17

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northwest

Description: View of the interior of Building #1.

Photograph No.: 18

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the Building #1 foundation wall to remain.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project



Attachment C- Photographic Log

Tighe
gBco

d

Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 19

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the interior of Building #2.

Photograph No.: 20

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the Connecticut River and Tailrace #2 from inside Building #2. Ground surface between
the building foundation and river’s edge is littered with brick and other building-related debris.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project Job Number: M-5003-012
Strathmore Mill Complex
Client: Town of Montague Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 21 Date: 09/21/2019 Direction Taken: Southwest

Description: View of the rear (north side) of Buildings #2 and #3 and the Connecticut River. De-
bris between the building foundations and the river will remain.

Photograph No.: 22 Date: 2/22/2019 Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the Tailrace #3 outlet, which is scheduled to be capped and deconstructed.

Debris (approx.) to be removed for offsite

disposal prior to Tailrace #3 capping.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project [11
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 23

Date: 09/21/2018

Direction Taken: South

Description: Riverside fagade of the Strathmore Mill Complex, Building #3.

Photograph No.: 24

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: Southwest

Description: View of the interior of Building #3 ground floor, north wall grate above Tailrace #3.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 25

Date: 02/02/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of the interior of Building #3, 1% floor.

Photograph No.: 26

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the interior of Building #3, 2" floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 27

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the interior of Building #3, 3™ floor, Loading Dock entrance.

Photograph No.: 28

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northeast

Description: View of the interior of Building #3, 3™ floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 29

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of interior of Building #3, 4th floor existing conditions.

Photograph No.: 30

Date: 02/02/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of interior of Building #3, 4th floor existing conditions.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 31

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of interior of Building #3, 5" floor.

Photograph No.: 32

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of interior of Building #4, 2" floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 33

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the Tailrace under Building #2.

Photograph No.: 34

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 1% floor entrance to the boiler room.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 35

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 1% Floor.

Photograph No.: 36

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 3™ Floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

118



Attachment C- Photographic Log

Tighe
gBco

d

Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 37

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 3™ floor, south side entrance to Canal Road.

Photograph No.: 38

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 4™ floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 39

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 4™ floor. An approximately 25-foot by 25-foot por-
tion of this area has collapsed since this photo was taken.

Photograph No.: 40

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #5, 5% floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

120



Attachment C- Photographic Log

Tighe
gBco

d

Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 41

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northeast

Description: View of Building #8 (left), Building #6 (center), Building #3 (right), and the Smoke-
stack base in Courtyard (East). At the top of the photo is the overhead walkway, to be demolished.

Photograph No.: 42

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of the northeast section of Courtyard (East), Building #3 (left), and Building #7.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 43

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: North

Description: View from Canal Road of Buildings #5 and #6.

Photograph No.: 44

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of from Canal Road of Building #7.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 45

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the interior of Building #6, facing Courtyard (East) and the Smokestack.

Photograph No.: 46

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: East

Description: Interior view of Building #6.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 47

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

and demolished.

Description: View of the interior of Building #6, 15 floor. View of the rear of boilers to be abated

Photograph No.: 48

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the interior of Building #6, 3™ floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 49

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #6, 4™ floor.

Photograph No.: 50

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #6, 5% floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 51

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northeast

Description: View of the interior of Building #7 along hallway to the Loading Dock.

Photograph No.: 52

Date: 9/18/2024

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of Building #7, the Loading Dock, and proposed Staging Area.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 53

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #7, 15 floor, with varying interior levels.

Photograph No.: 54

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of the interior of Building #7, 1% floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 55

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: North

Description: View of the interior of Building #7, 2" floor.

Photograph No.: 56

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #7, 2" floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 57

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of the interior of Building #7, 3™ floor.

Photograph No.: 58

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: View of theinterior of Building #7, 4" floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 59

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

building.

Description: View of the interior of Building #8, 2" floor. There is no access to the 1t floor of this

Photograph No.: 60

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of the interior of Building #8, 2" floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 61

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of the interior of Building #8, 3™ floor.

Photograph No.: 62

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: View of the interior of Building #8, 3™ floor.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 63

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: North

Description: Loading Dock; view of building supports and elevation change between Building #7
and adjacent area of overgrown vegetation.

Photograph No.: 64

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: West

Description: Area of overgrown vegetation located around/and under the Loading Dock and con-
crete pipe support structures to be demolished. The pipes were previously removed.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 65

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: Closer view of the concrete pipe structures to be demolished located around and under
the Loading Dock. The pipes were previously removed.

Photograph No.: 66

Date: 02/02/2019

Direction Taken: South

Description: Interior view of the Loading Dock.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Project: Strathmore Mill Demolition Project

Job Number: M-5003-012

Client: Town of Montague

Strathmore Mill Complex
Location: Montague, MA

Photograph No.: 67

Date: 02/22/2019

Direction Taken: East

Description: View of Building #7 from the power canal.

Photograph No.: 68

Date: 09/18/2024

Direction Taken: Northeast

Description: View of the proposed Staging Area east of the Loading Dock attached to Building #3.

Strathmore Mill Demolition Project
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Attachment E:
MHC Correspondence



May 24, 2019 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Withiam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Steven Ellis ) , N L
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Town Administrator
Town of Montague

! Avenue A
Mentague, MA 01370

RE: Strathmore Mill Complex Demelition, 8 and 20 Canal Road, Mon{égue, MA: MHC# RC.66308
Dear Mr. Ellis:

Staff of the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) have reviewed the Project Notification Form (PNF) that was
submitted by Tighe & Bond, received at this office on April 26, 2019, for the project referenced above. The staff of the
MHC have the following comments.

The proposed project consists of the demolition of Strathmore Mill Complex buildings #3, #5/5A, #6/6A, #7, #8, the
smokestack, and loading dock at building #3. The information provided indicates that the project will require a beneficial
use determination from the Massachusetts Department of Envirenmental Protection and a Massachusetls Endangered
Species Act {MESA) Regulatory review by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildiife.

Review of the MHC’s Inveniory of Historic and Archaeological Asseis of the Commonwealth indicates that the
Strathmore Milt Complex, historically known as the Keith Paper Mill, on Canal Street (MNT.131) 1s listed in the State
and National Registers of Historic Places as a contributing element of the Turner’s Falls Historic District (MNT.H).

Demolition of these buildings constitutes an “adverse effect” (950 CMR 71.05(a) and 950 CMR 71.07 (2)bX3)) through
the destruction or alteration of all or part of a State Register property. Pursuant to 950 CMR 71.07(3), the MHC Jooks
forward 10 consulting with the Town of Montague to explore alternatives that would eliminate, minimize, or mitigate the
adverse effect of the proposed demolition. The MHC hereby initiates the MHC’s consultation process pursuant 1o 950
CMR 71.07(3).

The MHC requests that a copy of the Project Notification Form and information be forwarded 1o the Montague Historical
Commission. Copies of any comments received from the Montague Historical Comimission should be submitted to MHC.

These comments are offered to assist in comphiance with M.G L. Chapter 9, sections 26-27C (956 CMR 71.00) and
MEPA (301 CMR 11}, Plsase do not hesitate to contact Elizabeth Sherva of my staff if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

f?j"l,g;m;{ Sizrruf?"‘v
Brona Simon
State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director
Massachusefts Historical Commission

X! Natural Heritgae & Endangered Species Program, Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
Dan Hall, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection — Western Region
Ed Gregory, Montague Historical Commission
Tracy Adamski, Tighe & Bond
220 Mornssey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts (2125
{617y 727-8470 « Fax:t {617y 727-5128
wwwsec.state. ma.us/mhe



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Jeff Singleton ) Massachusetss Historical Commission
Montague Historical Commission
Montague Town Hall
1 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA €1376

June 3, 2620

RE: Strathmore Mill Complex Demolition, 8 and 20 Canal Road, Moniague, MA; MHCH RC.66308
Dear Mr, Singleton:

Your recent email message regarding the proposed demolition of the smokestack at the Strathmore Mill was referred to
my attention for response. In your message, you express your concerns that the Massachusetts Historical Commission
“verbally approved the demolition™ of the smokestack “without consuiting with the local historical commission,”

There is a misunderstanding of the MHC staff’s recent telephone conversation with an engineer from Tighe & Bond and
how that conversation was conveyed or interpreted by the Town.

In the conversation, it was disclosed to the MHC staff that the Town was proposing to remove the sm okestack using Town
funding. Becanse no stat€ or federal funding or permits were required, the MHC staff replied that MHC had no review
authority over the removal of the smokestack and that it would not reguire the filing of an MHC Project Notification
Form. Please note that the MHC’s review is triggered whenever state or federal funding, license or perm its are required
for a project, The MHC has no power or authority to review projects that are solely funded or permitted by the Town. If
the Town will use any state or federal funding for the removal of the smokestack, review by the MHC is required.

The MHC stands by its May 24, 2019 letter. Whenever the Town or its consulting engineer responds to MHCs letter, the
MHC will consult with the Montague Historical Cormmission under 250 CMR 71.07(3) {see enclosed copy of MHC
regulations).

Sincerely, .
—

Py D vy
Brona Simon

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure (950 CMR 71)

Xe! Walter Ramsey, Montague Town Planner
Rd Gregory, Chair, Montague Historica] Commission
Tracy Adamski, Tighe & Bond

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachuserts 02125
(617) T27-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128

wevae eee wfats me pedimhe








