
 MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 
VIA ZOOM 

Monday, June 10, 2024 
AGENDA 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81623699492 

  Meeting ID:   816 2369 9492   Passcode:  188937    Dial into meeting:  +1 646 558 8656 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 

Meeting Being Taped Votes May Be Taken 

1. 6:00PM Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is 
being recorded and roll call taken 

2. 6:00 Approve Minutes: Selectboard Meeting June 3, 2024 

3. 6:02 Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and 
 the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 

4. 6:04 MassDOT Presentation, Project 612799 

5. 6:45 Casella Waste Management  
• Introduction to leader team
• Review of transition and start up plan

6. 7:15 Jon Dobosz, Parks and Rec Director 
• Execute contract for Unity Skate Park Lighting Project to Central Mass Signal,

LLC in the amount of 95,998.00. To be funded from existing ARPA allocation

7. 7:20 FRTA Updates, Jeff Singleton 

8: 7:30 Personnel Board 
• Consider and Execute Contract with Christopher Nolan-Zeller to Serve as 

Montague Assistant Town Administrator
• Appoint Christopher Nolan-Zeller, Assistant Town Administrator, Grade I, Step 

1, Salary $91,770, Effective June 26, 2024
• Appoint Ellen Williams, Substitute Library Assistant, $15.00/hour, Effective June 

11, 2024
• Appoint Jackson Pendleton, CWF Summer help/Franklin County Tech School 

Co-Op, $15.00/hour, 20-40 hours per week, effective July 17, 2024. Estimated 
length of service is to June 6, 2025

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81623699492
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9.  7:45 Town Administrator’s Business 
• Montague to Receive a One-Time $30,932 FRCOG Member Assessment 

Refund for FY24 
• Pursuant to G.L. c.44, §7(1), Certify the Maximum Useful Life of a Ten Wheel 

Dump Truck to be Purchased with a $365,000 Appropriation of the May 4, 2024 
Annual Town Meeting for the Purpose of Future Financing/Bond Issuance 

• Designate Authority to Sign Agreements and File Documents Related to a MA 
Clean Water Trust AMP Grant for a Wastewater Asset Vulnerability Inventory 

• Execute Agreement and Related Documents with the MA Department of 
Conservation and Recreation in the Amount of $5,000,000 for abatement, 
demolition and restoration of the Strathmore Mill Property  

• Notification of Finance Committee Review of Affordable Assessment 
• Topics not anticipated in the 48 hour posting 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: 
 

• Selectboard, Monday, June 17, 2024 at 6:00 PM, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
and via ZOOM. Cable Relicensing Ascertainment Hearing to commence @ 
6:00pm 
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Franklin Regional Transit Authority   12 Olive St, Greenfield MA 01301 

www.frta.org      Tel: (413)774-2262   Fax: (413)772-2202 

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

The Advisory Board  

Of the 

FRANKLIN REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

Thursday, May 23, 2024 

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

You may join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone at:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82281226173?pwd=MfBEKxYMLuGzwIyGc7LLnD3mscNJoQ.1 

You can also dial in by your location: 

1 (646) 876-9923 (New York), or  

1 (301) 715-8592 (Washington D.C.) 

Meeting ID: 822 8122 6173 

Passcode: 161619 

AGENDA 

1. Introductions (7 minutes)

2. Review and Vote to Accept Minutes from November 16, 2023 Meeting (3 minutes)

3. Old Business:  Discussion/Update on Weekend Fixed Route Service (10 minutes)

4. Discussion and Vote to Hold Public Hearings/Community Conversations on Weekend Fixed

Route Service (5 minutes)

5. Discussion and Vote on Free Fixed Route Fares or Reinstating Fare Collections (10 minutes)

6. New Business: Update from Finance & Audit Committee (5 minutes)

7. Review and Approve FY 25 Budget (15 minutes)

8. Review and Approve Administrator’s Salary (5 minutes)

9. Review and Approve FY 25 Resolution (5 minutes)

10. Nomination/Election of Clerk FY 25-27 (5 minutes)

11. Nomination/Election of Finance and Audit Committee for FY 25 (5 minutes)

12. Discussion and Vote on Updated Personnel Policy (10 minutes)

13. Transit Advisory Committee Updates (3 minutes)

14. FRTA Updates (2 minutes)

15. Discussion of any subject not anticipated prior to the notice being sent to the Advisory Board

Members pursuant to Article II, section 4 of the by-laws or anticipated 48 hours prior to the

meeting pursuant to the Open Meeting Law or a subject which cannot be delayed until the

next Advisory Board meeting, including the need for an executive session.

The Franklin Regional Transit Authority does not discriminate on the basis of disability with the respect 

to admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services, or activities.  Individuals who need 

auxiliary aids for effective communication with respect to programs, services, and activities of the 

Franklin Regional Transit Authority should contact the FRTA Administrative Office at 413-774-2262, 

toll free 1-888-301-2262. 
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Town of Montague 

Personnel Status Change Notice 

New Hires 

Board Authorizing Appointment: Selectboard 

Authorized Signature: _________ _ 

Employee#_ 

Meeting Date: 6-10-2024 

Board Authorizing Wages: �S�e �le�c_tb�o�ar_d ______ _ Meeting Date: 6-10-2024 

Authorized Signature: ____________ _ 

General Information: 

Full name of employee: Clu·istopher Nolan-Zeller Department: Selectboard 

Title: Assistant Town Administrator Effective date of hire: June 26, 2024 

New Hire: 

Permanent: X Y __ N If temporary, estimated length of service:_ 

Hours per Week: 37.5 Union : None 

Wa es: 

Union: None 

Wages: Grade _I_ Step _I_ Wage Rate: $91,770.00 Annual 

Notes: 

Copies to: 
___ Employee 
_ __ Treasurer 

Town Clerk 
---

Revised 9-25-18 

___ Department 
_ __ Accountant 

---

---

Board of Selectmen 
Retirement Board 
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Town of Montague 
Personnel Status Change Notice 

New Hires 
Employee # 

Board Authorizing Appointment:  Selectboard   Meeting Date:  6/10/2024 

Authorized Signature:  

Board Authorizing Wages: Selectboard      Meeting Date: 6/10/2024  

Authorized Signature: 

General Information: 

Full name of employee: Ellen Williams Department: Libraries     
Title: Substitute Library Assistant Effective date of hire: 6/11/2024 

New Hire: 

Permanent:     Y          N If temporary, estimated length of service: 

Hours per Week: N/A Union:  N/A 

Wages: 
Union: N/A 

Wages: Grade      N/A    Step N/A           Wage Rate:$15.00 (annual/ hourly) 

Notes: As a Substitute Library Assistant, Ellen will cover regular staff absences and 
vacations 

Copies to: 
 Employee   Department  Board of Selectmen 
 Treasurer  Accountant  Retirement Board 
 Town Clerk 

Revised 9-25-18 
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Selectboard 6-10-2024

Selectboard 6-10-2024
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Claire McGinnis 
Director of Finance and Human Resources 

cmcginnis@frcog.org 
413-774-3167 x111

12 Olive Street, Suite 2 | Greenfield, MA 01301-3351 | 413-774-3167 | www.frcog.org

FY24 Returns Final EQVs Valuation Census Population To the Town

Town 2020 Factor (a) 2020 Factor (b) (a+b)

Ashfield $271,206,700 $7,744.00 1,695 $730.00 $8,474

Bernardston $248,325,200 $7,091.00 2,102 $906.00 $7,997

Buckland $236,099,700 $6,742.00 1,816 $782.00 $7,524

Charlemont $147,289,000 $4,206.00 1,185 $511.00 $4,717

Colrain $182,644,300 $5,215.00 1,606 $692.00 $5,907

Conway $272,849,200 $7,791.00 1,761 $759.00 $8,550

Deerfield $808,941,100 $23,099.00 5,090 $2,193.00 $25,292

Erving $956,478,200 $27,312.00 1,665 $717.00 $28,029

Gill $173,933,200 $4,967.00 1,551 $668.00 $5,635

Greenfield $1,635,101,600 $46,690.00 17,768 $7,656.00 $54,346

Hawley $51,879,800 $1,481.00 353 $152.00 $1,633

Heath $96,423,600 $2,753.00 723 $312.00 $3,065

Leverett $291,826,100 $8,333.00 1,865 $804.00 $9,137

Leyden $95,052,200 $2,714.00 734 $316.00 $3,030

Monroe $28,214,600 $806.00 118 $51.00 $857

Montague $953,787,100 $27,235.00 8,580 $3,697.00 $30,932

New Salem $123,679,700 $3,532.00 983 $424.00 $3,956

Northfield $517,658,400 $14,782.00 2,866 $1,235.00 $16,017

Orange $620,932,600 $17,731.00 7,569 $3,261.00 $20,992

Rowe $520,263,200 $14,856.00 424 $183.00 $15,039

Shelburne $308,015,300 $8,795.00 1,884 $812.00 $9,607

Shutesbury $243,958,800 $6,966.00 1,717 $740.00 $7,706

Sunderland $388,097,600 $11,082.00 3,663 $1,578.00 $12,660

Warwick $82,405,000 $2,353.00 780 $336.00 $2,689

Wendell $102,149,000 $2,917.00 924 $398.00 $3,315

Whately $288,556,600 $8,240.00 1,607 $692.00 $8,932

Totals $9,645,767,800 $275,433.00 71,029 $30,605.00 $306,038
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VOTE OF THE SELECTBOARD 

I, Chris Boutwell, the Clerk of the Selectboard of the Town of Montague, 
Massachusetts, certify that at a meeting of the board held,  June 10, 2024, of which 
meeting all members of the board were duly notified and at which a quorum was present, 
the following vote was unanimously passed, all of which appears upon the official record 
of the board in my custody: 

Voted: that the maximum useful life of the ten wheel dump truck to be financed 
with the proceeds of the $365,000 borrowing authorized by the vote of the Town passed 
May 4, 2024 (Article 20) is hereby determined pursuant to G.L. c.44, §7(1) to be _____ 
years. 

I further certify that the votes were taken at a meeting open to the public, that no 
vote was taken by secret ballot, that a notice stating the place, date, time and agenda for 
the meeting (which agenda included the adoption of the above votes) was filed with the 
Town Clerk and a copy thereof posted in a manner conspicuously visible to the public at all 
hours in or on the municipal building that the office of the Town Clerk is located, or, if 
applicable, in accordance with an alternative method of notice prescribed or approved by 
the Attorney General as set forth in 940 CMR 29.03(2)(b), at least 48 hours, not including 
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, prior to the time of the meeting and remained so 
posted at the time of the meeting, that no deliberations or decision in connection with the 
subject matter of this vote were taken in executive session, all in accordance with G.L. 
c.30A, §18-25 as amended.

Dated: 2024-------� 

Chris Boutwell Clerk of the Selectboard 
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Maura T. Healey 
Governor 

Kimberley Driscoll 
Lieutenant Governor 

Rebecca L. Tepper 
Secretary 

Bonnie Heiple 
Commissioner

This information is available in alternate format. Please contact Melixza Esenyie at 617-626-1282. 
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370 
MassDEP Website: www.mass.gov/dep 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
 

May 30, 2024 

Steve Ellis, Town Administrator 
Town of Montague 
One Avenue A 
Montague, MA 01376 

RE:     Town of Montague 
  CWSRF No. 16733 
  Wastewater Asset Vulnerability Inventory 
  Notice-to-Proceed 

Dear Mr. Ellis: 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Municipal Services (Division), has reviewed 
various submittals from your engineer, Wright-Pierce, concerning the Town of Montague's proposed planning project. 
Following an administrative review, the Division provides approval under 310 CMR 44.00, which governs projects 
within the Commonwealth's Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Program.  You may proceed with the 
professional services and planning contract. 

If you have any questions, or if we may be of further assistance, please contact Tenzin Lama of my staff at 
Tenzin.Lama@mass.gov or 781-531-3616.  In the event that the project engineer is not available or cannot address 
your concern, you may also contact the section chief responsible for your project, Gregory Devine at 617-874-6456. 

Sincerely, 

Maria E. Pinaud, Director 
Division of Municipal Services 

ecc: Chelsey Little, Superintendent – Clean Water Facility, Town of Montague 
Lisa Muscanell-DePaola, Wright-Pierce, Inc. 
Kathleen Fournier, Department of Environmental Protection / Western Regional Office 
Tenzin Lama, Department of Environmental Protection / Division of Municipal Services 
Gregory Devine, Department of Environmental Protection / Division of Municipal Services 
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AUTHORITY TO FILE 

Whereas,  , after thorough investigation, 
       (Applicant) 

 has determined that the work activity consisting of: ______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (describe project) 

is both in the public interest and necessary to protect the public health, and that to undertake this activity, it is 
necessary to apply for assistance; and 

Whereas, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (the "MassDEP") and the 
Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust (the "Trust") of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, pursuant to 
Chapter 21 and Chapter 29C of the General Laws of the Commonwealth ("Chapter 21" and "Chapter 29C") are 
authorized to make loans to municipalities for the purpose of funding planning and construction activities relative to 
Water Pollution Abatement Projects; and 

Whereas, the Applicant has examined the provisions of the Act, Chapter 21 and Chapter 29C, and believes 
it to be in the public interest to file a loan application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by ____________________________ 
 (Governing Body) 

as follows: 

1. That                                                                                                is hereby authorized on behalf
(Title of Official)

of the Applicant to file applications and execute agreements for grant and/or loan assistance as well as
furnishing such information, data and documents pertaining to the applicant for a grant(s) and/or loan(s) as
may be required; and otherwise to act as the authorized representative of the Applicant in connection with
this application;

2. That the purpose of said loan(s), if awarded, shall be to fund construction activities.

3. That if said award is made the Applicant agrees to pay those costs which constitute the required
Applicant's share of the project cost.

The Town of Montague

a Wastewater Asset Vulnerability Inventory

The Montague Selectboard

the Montague Town Administrator



CERTIFYING AUTHORITY TO FILE 

 of I hereby certify that the 
    

the ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Corporate Name of Local Government Unit) 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Applicant"), at a meeting noticed and conducted in accordance with all 
applicable legal requirements, duly voted to authorize 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 (Title of Local Government Unit Official) 

to act on behalf of the Applicant, as its agent, in filing applications for, executing agreements regarding, and 
performing any and all other actions necessary to secure for the Applicant  such loan(s) for construction or 
planning of Water Pollution Abatement Projects as may be made available to the Applicant pursuant to the 
provisions of the Massachusetts Clean Waters Act (M.G.L. c.21, section 27-33E, inclusive, as amended) and 
the Water Pollution Abatement Revolving Loan Program (M.G.L. c.29C) for the following project:    

____________________________________________________________________________ 
(describe project) 

I hereby certify that _________________________________ is the present  incumbent 
       (Name of Person) 

of the position referenced above, and do hereby certify: 

1. That the attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution as finally adopted at
a meeting of the governing body held on the           day of           , 20   , and duly recorded in
my office:

2. That said meeting was duly convened and held in all respects in accordance with law and to
the extent required by law, due and proper notice of such meeting was given; and a legal
quorum was present throughout the meeting, and a legally sufficient number of members of
the governing body voted in the proper manner and for the adoption of said resolution; that
all other requirements and proceedings under the law incident to the proper adoption or
passage of said resolution, including publication, if required, have been duly fulfilled,
carried out, and otherwise observed; and that I am authorized to execute this certificate:

3. That if an impression of a seal has been affixed below, it constitutes the official seal of the
Applicant and this certificate is hereby executed under such official seal; but if no seal has
been affixed, the Applicant does not have an official seal:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

 day of                             , 20____ 

Selectboard
 (Name of Governing Body)

Town of Montague

Montague Town Administrator

the

Wastewater Asset Vulnerability Inventory

Walter Ramsey

10th June 24



Session Laws; Acts (2018) 

Chapter 209 

AN ACT PROMOTING CLIMATE CHANGE 

ADAPTATION, ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL 

RESOURCE PROTECTION, AND INVESTMENT IN 

RECREATIONAL ASSETS AND OPPORTUNITY.  

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to 

forthwith provide for climate change adaptation and the immediate preservation and improvement 

of the environmental and energy assets of the commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be 

an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and 

by the authority of the same, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  To provide for a program of climate change adaptation and the preservation 

and improvement of the environmental and energy assets of the commonwealth, the sums set forth 

in this act, for the several purposes and subject to the conditions specified in this act, are hereby 

made available, subject to the laws regulating the disbursement of public funds, which sums shall 

be in addition to any other amounts previously made available for these purposes; provided, 

however, that the amounts specified for a particular project may be adjusted to facilitate projects 

authorized in this act. 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

2000-7079 For natural resource restoration and protection and in compliance with laws and 

regulations, and for purposes of improvements and costs associated with site assessment, 

containment, cleanup, control, disposal, removal or exchange of or response actions concerning 

hazardous materials or substances; provided, that not less than $6,000,000 shall be expended for 

environmental justice projects in the city of Framingham; provided further, that not less than 

$200,000 shall be expended to delead and repaint the bridge on Cliff road over the railroad tracks 

in the town of Wellesley; provided further, that not less than $30,000 shall be expended for an 

asbestos and lead removal project at the Fitchburg library in the city of Fitchburg; provided 

further, that not less than $5,000,000 shall be expended for abatement, demolition and restoration 

of the Strathmore property on the Connecticut River in the town of Montague; and provided 

further, that not less than $465,000 shall be expended for an asbestos and lead removal project at 

the Clinton Senior Center in the town of Clinton $75,500,000 
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LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF MONTAGUE CABLE TELEVISION 
LICENSE RENEWAL PROCEEDING 

The Selectboard of the Town of Montague, as cable television license Issuing Authority under 
MGL 166A, s.1, and its Cable Advisory Committee, are jointly conducting a cable television  
license renewal  public hearing regarding Comcast of Massachusetts/Virginia, Inc. on June 17, 
2024, 6 p.m. to allow the public an opportunity to comment on the Town’s cable-related needs. 
The meeting will be held in-person at Montague Town Hall, Upstairs Meeting Room, 1 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls, MA.  
 
Please note that while an option for remote attendance is provided as a courtesy to the public, 
the hearing will not be suspended or terminated if technological problems interrupt the virtual 
broadcast, unless otherwise required by law. Members of the public with particular interest in this 
hearing should make plans for in-person vs. remote attendance accordingly. Remote access 
provided via Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89711128863 or dial-in: +1 (646) 558-8656 
Meeting ID: 897 1112 8863. 
 
The Montague Comcast license expires on August 31, 2025. Pursuant to the federal Cable Act, 
47 USC 546, the Issuing Authority (Selectboard) conducts the public proceeding to ascertain the 
community’s cable-related needs and interests. Public comment is invited. The hearing is for the 
purpose of accepting comments and no final license issuance decisions are before the 
Selectboard at this public hearing.  For further information and copies of renewal records, if any, 
contact Walter Ramsey, Assistant Town Administrator, c/o Town Hall. By order of the 
Selectboard as License Issuing Authority. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89711128863
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