
MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 
1 Avenue A, Turners Falls and VIA ZOOM 

Monday, March 3, 2025 
 AGENDA 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81481596207  
 
Meeting ID:  814 8159 6207   Password:  271492     Dial into meeting:        +1 646 558 8656 
 
This meeting/hearing of the Selectboard will be held in person at the location provided on this notice. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. Please note that while an option for 
remote attendance and/or participation is being provided as a courtesy to the public, the 

meeting/hearing will not be suspended or terminated if technological problems interrupt the virtual 
broadcast, unless otherwise required by law. Members of the public with particular interest in any 
specific item on this agenda should make plans for in-person vs. virtual attendance accordingly. 

 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 
 
Meeting Being Taped Votes May Be Taken 
 

1. 6:00PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being 
recorded and roll call taken 

 
2. 6:00  Approve Minutes:  Selectboard Meeting February 24, 2025 if available 
 
3. 6:00  Public Comment Period: Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and 

  the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 
 
4. 6:02  Zak’s Auto, 221 Millers Falls Road, Turners Falls, MA 

• Request to add 5 cars (10 in total) to Class II License 
 
5. 6:05  Brick House Community Resource Center, LLC 

• Request Use of Public Property for 5K Fun Run and Walk on May 17, 2025, from 
Bike Path through the Patch from 7:00am to 1:00pm. 

 
6. 6:10  Personnel Board 

• Assessor Office Transition Plan 
• Director of Assessing Hiring Committee 

Establish Director of Assessing Hiring Committee and appoint Ann Cenzano, 
Board of Assessors; Walter Ramsey, Town Administrator; Chris Boutwell, 

      Selectboard Representative; Eileen Seymour, Town Treasurer; Angelica 
Desroches, Town Accountant; Ella Ingraham, Town Resident Representative 

• Town Clerk Hiring Committee 
Establish Town Clerk Hiring Committee and appoint Tina Sulda, Interim Town 
Clerk; Chris Nolan-Zeller, Assistant Town Administrator; Matt Lord, Selectboard 
Representative; Deb Bourbeau Former Town Clerk; Ariel Elan, Town Resident 
Representative 

• Appoint Elena Pepe-Salutric to Cataloger/Library Technician, Grade B, Step 8 @ 
23.27/hr effective 3/19/2025 
 

7. 6:20  Maureen Pollock, Planning Director 
• Request Authorization to apply for Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA)’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Total Project Cost: $32,300 
• Request Authorization to allocate required local cash match (15% of total project 

cost = $4,845) and in-kind services made up of Planning Department staff time 
(10% of total project cost = $3,230) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81481596207


Montague Selectboard Meeting 
March 3, 2025 

Page 2 
 

 
 
 
8. 6:30  Natalie Blais, State Representative and Jo Comerford, State Senator 

• Discussion of Town Legislative Priorities 
 
9. 7:00  Assistant Town Administrator’s Business 

• Execute Certification for Closeout of Mitigation Grant PDMC 19-03 from MEMA 
• Other project updates 

 
10. 7:10 Town Administrator’s Business 

• FY26 Budget Updates 
• Topics not anticipated within 48 hour posting requirements 

  
11. 7:10 Executive Session With Board of Assessors 

Executive Session in accordance with G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (3) To discuss 
strategy with respect to litigation with FirstLight Power, Inc. if an open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so 
declares. 

 
12. 7:30 Executive session in accordance with G.L. c.30A, §21(a)(6) to consider the purchase, 

exchange, lease or value of real property, 16 and 20 Canal Road in Turners Falls, if the 
chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating 
position of the public body. 

 
13. 8:00 Executive session in accordance with G.L. c.30A, §21(a)(1) discuss the reputation, 

character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of 
an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges 
brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual, f the chair 
declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating 
position of the public body. 

 
 
 

 
Next Meetings: 

Selectboard: March 10, 2025, at 6:00pm VIA ZOOM 
March 12 CIC/FC/SB Capital Requests 
March 19 SB/FC Reconciliation meeting 
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TOWN OF 

MONTAGUE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Selectboard 
Walter Ramsey, Town Administrator 
Chris Nolan, Assistant Town Administrator 

FROM: Maureen Pollock, Planning Director 
RE: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) - Proposal and Requests 
DATE: February 27, 2025 

The Town of Montague’s 2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan is now expired, as of February 24, 2025. The 
Planning Department wishes to apply to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) in order to hire a qualified professional to assist the Town in preparing 
a Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. The Plan update will address mitigation of multiple natural hazards that 
may affect the community, including flood hazards, winter storm hazards, wind hazards, wildfire hazards 
and geologic hazards.  

Once the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update is prepared and adopted by the Montague Selectboard, the Town 
may be eligible for possible hazard mitigation action grant programs.  

Enclosed is a project scope of work, including projects costs. The total project cost is $32,300. The grant 
program requires a 25% local match.  

The Planning Department proposes a local cash match of 15% of the total project cost, which is $4,845. 

The Planning Department proposes in-kind services made up of Planning Department staff time, equaling 
10% of the total project cost, which is $3,230.  

For more information about this grant program, click HERE. 

TOWN HALL 
One Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & 
CONSERVATION 
(413) 863-3200 ext. 112
Planner@montague-ma.gov 
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https://montague-ma.gov/files/Montague_Hazard_Mitigation_Plan_2019.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ma-state-notice-of-funding-opportunitynofohmgp-4780final-0/download


Tasks Hrs Labor*
Direct 
Costs Subtotal 

Task 1: Grant Award and Contracting 0 $0 
Task 2: Select and Hire a Vendor 0 $0 
Task 3: Convene Local Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Committee
Develop a mission statement; Assign roles and 
responsibilities; Develop timeline for planning activities; Hold 
a minimum of 2 public meetings; Solicit public input; Conduct 
local outreach to stakeholders; Provide input on mitigation 
measures; Review the Draft Plan update; Oversee the 
implementation, mainenance and updating of the plan 
update. 40 $3,600

Plan, committee and public meeting expenses $1,000

Subtotal Task 3 40 $3,600 $1,000 $4,600
Task 4: Update Hazard Profiles $0
Update map of areas affected by natural hazards; Conduct a 
vulnerability analysis; Update the description and 
prioritization of natural hazards 60 $5,400
Subtotal Task 4 60 $5,400 $0 $5,400
Task 5: Update Critical Facility Inventory $0

Prepare an updated inventory of facilities and explain how 
they intersect with known hazards; include critical facilities on 
the map update and any repetitive flood loss structures. 40 $3,600
Subtotal Task 5 40 $3,600 $0 $3,600
Task 6: Update Hazard Vulnerability $0
Update the overview of each of the specific hazards and 
community's vulnerability to those hazards. Include all 
hazard protection measures within the community, including 
the NFIP program. 60 $4,800
Subtotal Task 6 60 $4,800 $4,800
Task 7: Update Mitigation Goals

Update the mitigation strategies specific to the community's 
exposure to and impacts from the identified natural hazards. 
Update a list of mitigation goal statements that focus on 
reducing risks from the identified natural hazards. 40 $3,200
Subtotal Task 7 40 $3,200 $0 $3,200
Task 8: Update Actions

Identify and analyze a comprehensive range of specific 
mitigation actions and projects being considered to reduce 
the effects of each hazard. Include a list of prioritized hazard 
mitigation projects that best meet the community needs for 
multiple hazard damage reduction. 35 $3,150
Subtotal Task 8 35 $3,150 $3,150
Task 9: Plan Review, Evaluation, and Implemenation

Assess the current development patterns and development 
pressures, and evaluate any new hazard or risk information. 20 $1,800

Town of Montague Hazard Mitigation Plan Update - Project Scope



Subtotal Task 9 20 $1,800 $0 $1,800
Task 10: Plan Maintenance

The Town in conjunction with the planning team will monitor, 
evaluate, and update the plan. 10 $900
Subtotal Task 10 10 $900 $900
Task 11: Public Review of Draft

Solicit public involvement to include public review of the draft 
plan; Incorporate public comments into the final plan; 20 $1,800

Final Review of Plan by PVPC 10 $1,250
Subtotal Task 11 30 $3,050 $3,050
Task 12: Review/Approval/MEMA Closeout

Submit plan update to MEMA and FEMA for review; revise 
based on comments; submit revised plan update for approval 
pending adoption. Send final adopted plan to MEMA/FEMA. 20 $1,600
Subtotal Task 12 20 $1,800 $0 $1,800
PROJECT TOTAL COST 710 $31,300 $1,000 $32,300
*Labor costs based on the following average hourly rates for project team:
Senior Planner - $90.00; Planning Director $125; Senior GIS Analyst - $90 p/hr.  These rates are based on 
average staff salaries; Invoices will be based on actual costs. PVPC will complete all the above tasks. Direct 
costs are included in the cost estimate and include travel reimbursement and meetings support, including 
but not limited to meeting and promotional materials. PVPC will invoice quarterly for work performed 
including related direct costs.



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Region I    Region II  Region III / IV 

P.O. Box 116   20 Forge Parkway  1002 Suffield Street 

365 East Street  Franklin, MA 02038  Agawam, MA 01001 

Tewksbury, MA 01876  Tel: 774-613-5400  Tel: 413-750-1400 Fax: 413-821-1599 

Tel: 978-328-1500 Fax: 978-851-8218 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY 

_____________________________ 

MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
400 Worcester Road Framingham, MA 01702-5399 

Tel: 508-820-2000   Fax: 508-820-2030 

Website: www.mass.gov/mema 

February 20, 2025 

Richard Kuklewicz, Chairman, Board of Selectmen 

Town of Montague 

One Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Re: Mitigation Grant Program Completion Certificate 

HMGP, FMA, PDM, and BRIC Grants 

Dear Mr. Kuklewicz: 

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency appreciates your efforts to work towards mitigating future disaster damages by 

undertaking the City Road Flooding Relief project funded under the grant PDMC 19-03. 

Periodically, we may check in with you to see how well your community’s project and/or plan is working and whether you have seen 

the benefits you were hoping for. At this time, we ask that you sign the certification on the following page so that we can formally 

close the project with the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Please complete the certification below and email or mail this letter back to: 

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 

Beth Dubrawski 

beth.dubrawski@mass.gov 

Mitigation and Recovery Grants Support Coordinator 

400 Worcester Road 

Framingham, MA 01702-5399 

Once again, we appreciate all your mitigation efforts and if we can be of assistance in the future, please feel free to contact our 

agency. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle O’Toole 

State Hazard Mitigation Officer 

 Maura T. Healey 

 Governor 

 Kimberley Driscoll 

 Lt. Governor  

 Terrence M. Reidy 

 Secretary  

      Dawn Brantley 

      Acting Director 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Region I    Region II  Region III / IV 

P.O. Box 116   20 Forge Parkway  1002 Suffield Street 

365 East Street  Franklin, MA 02038  Agawam, MA 01001 

Tewksbury, MA 01876  Tel: 774-613-5400  Tel: 413-750-1400 Fax: 413-821-1599 

Tel: 978-328-1500 Fax: 978-851-8218 

CERTIFICATION FOR MITIGATION GRANT PDMC 19-03 

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all work and costs associated with grant PDMC 19-03 were eligible in 

accordance with the applicable mitigation program: Section 404 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP); 44 C.F.R. Part 78, Flood 

Mitigation Assistance (FMA); Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM); and SRL (Severe Repetitive Loss) under which funding for the grant 

was received. All work in the approved scope of work was completed within the approved Period of Performance, and all costs 

claimed have been paid in full. There was no Duplication of Benefits or Duplication of Programs associated with the project. 

Signed: _________________________________________________    Date: ___March 3, 2025_______________________ 
Sub-grantee’s authorized representative or designee 

Printed Name and Title: _Richard Kuklewicz, Selectboard Chair_________________________________________________
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