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What is the HERO Act?
MA Legislature passed the HERO Act in August of 2024
Act contains 30+ provisions aimed at modernizing Veteran’s services, increasing 
benefits for disabled Veterans, and supporting  Veteran-owned businesses 
“This is our most comprehensive veterans’ legislation in over 20 years, and it’s 
the result of Massachusetts coming together to make veterans our priority 
.From the start, our administration has been dedicated to revitalizing veterans' 
services in Massachusetts, ensuring that every hero receives the benefits, 
resources and support they deserve. As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
our country – we can and will be the state where veterans and service members 
continue to lead and make all our freedom and success possible.”
◦ -Gov. Maura Healey



What is the HERO Act (cont.)
Increases the disabled Veteran annuity ($2,000 => $2500 annually)

Protects access to sales tax exemptions (ex. Motor vehicle purchases)

Creates a military family advocacy program

Increase to the Veteran-hire tax credit

Expands access to behavioral health treatment through outpatient service visit 
reimbursement

Expands local options for Veteran property tax exemptions



What is an 
Exemption?

Exemptions are reductions in an 
individual’s property tax levy during 
the fiscal year given to qualifying 
individuals as defined by each 
exemptions respective State statute.
◦ Montague currently offers Senior 

exemptions, Blind Exemptions, etc.

Taxpayer must apply by April 1st of 
each year to receive consideration for 
a property tax exemptions



HERO Act & Veteran Exemptions
The HERO Act allows municipalities to locally adopt two clauses: 22I and 22J
◦ Clause 22I- Clause 22I, if accepted, would increase the amount of the tax exemption granted 

to veterans on their domiciles under Clause 22A, Clause 22B, Clause 22C, Clause 22E and 
Clause Clause 22,  22F annually by a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) determined by the 
Department of Revenue (DOR) based on the consumer price index (CPI).

◦ Clause 22J- Clause 22J, if accepted, provides an additional exemption up to 100% of the 
amount of the tax exemption granted to veterans on their domiciles under Clause 22, Clause 
22A, Clause 22B, Clause 22C, Clause 22E and Clause 22F. This would work like the optional 
additional exemption that is already a local option under G.L. c. 59, § 5C½ for all persons 
granted exemptions on their domiciles as veterans, seniors, blind persons, and surviving 
spouses.

*Municipal Finance, Legal Guidance. “Ask DLS: Hero Act.” Mass.Gov, 5 Sept. 2024, www.mass.gov/info-details/ask-dls-hero-act. 
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FY25 Veteran Exemption Amounts



22I & 22J Joint Adoption (50%)

*Assumes 3% COLA for FY26
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