






















































From: DebB-Montague Town Clerk  

Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 2:40 PM 
To: Kuklewicz, Rich  'Michael Nelson'; Chris Boutwell 

Subject: Reducing Polling Hours for June 22nd 

 

Hello Everyone, 
                  
I would like you to think about reducing the town’s polling hours for our 
annual town election this year.   
 
Due to COVID 19 and because it is our annual town election that gets a 
minimal turnout at best – I hate to subject my election workers to the 
public for the long 12 hour duration of voting during this pandemic.  
 
MGL says that we, (the town), are allowed to reduce our polling hours 
as long as we offer a minimum of 4 hours.  I would like the Selectboard 
to consider polling hours from 11am to 6pm or from noon to 
7pm.  Many of my election workers have already expressed that they do 
not want to work the election as they do not want to be exposed to the 
possibility of contracting COVID 19.  
 
All cities and towns are being pushed to offer voting by mail to all 
voters – (no excuse voting), to alleviate voters going to the polls.   
 
The secretary of state’s office is also sympathetic to the fact that our 
election workers are  the elder population of our communities; therefore 
have offered towns the ability to apply for a waiver to reduce the amount 
of election workers needed by statute to run an election during COVID 
19.  I will be applying for this waiver. 
 
As long as voting by mail is advertised on the Town’s Website, on 
MCTV, in the Reporter and Recorder and by making a Robo call I feel 
that 7 hours of in person voting is fine, but it is ultimately the BOS’s 
decision.  This will need to be voted on at a meeting. 
 
Please do not reply all……. 



 
Thank you for your consideration………Deb 
 
 
 
Debra A. Bourbeau, CMMC 
Montague Town Clerk 
1 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413)863-3200, ext. 203 general office, ext. 104 desk phone 
(413)863-3224 Fax 
townclerk@montague-ma.gov                    
www.montague-ma.gov 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  8:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Wednesday:  8:30 am to 6:30 pm 
Friday:  Town Hall is Closed 
 

Register to vote at:    www.RegisterToVoteMA.com 
 

Absentee Voting: 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleabsentee/absidx.htm 
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