




















































Zoning Workshop: Battery 

Energy Storage
Montague Planning Board

November 23,2021



What is Battery Energy Storage? (BES)

 Battery storage technologies are essential to speeding up the replacement of 

fossil fuels with renewable energy.

 Battery storage systems will play an increasingly pivotal role between green 

energy supplies and responding to electricity demands.

 Intelligent battery software uses algorithms to coordinate energy production 

and computerized control systems are used to decide when to keep the 

energy to provide reserves or release it to the grid. Energy is released from 

the battery storage system during times of peak demand, keeping costs down 

and electricity flowing

 Several chemistries in development including lithium-ion, lead-acid, redox 

flow, and molten salt

 Could be utility owned or 3rd party owned (like solar facilities)

Credit: https://www.nationalgrid.com/stories/energy-explained/what-is-battery-storage



Standalone

BES Examples



Standalone BES in a building



BES Co-located with Electric Substation



BES accessory to Solar (MONTAGUE 

example)



BES accessory to Solar (MONTAGUE 

example)



BES- Current Zoning

 Primary use= Public Utility

 PUBLIC UTILITY: shall include power lines, power transmission, power 
generation facilities, and telecommunication facilities (See Section §8.6) but 
shall exclude solar energy facilities and installations (See §8.9). A public 
utility may be privately owned but is otherwise regulated by the Mass 
Department of Public Utilities, the Federal Communications Commission, the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, or other governmental agencies.

 Allowed by Special Permit in all districts except Residential 1 and 2. 

 Reviewed in accordance to Standard Special Permit criteria in 9.2.3

 Site Plan Review not necessarily triggered.

 Could be approved as an accessory/ancillary use to other public utility uses 
and solar.



Planner Recommended Changes

 Allow BES facilities by Special Permit and Site Plan Review from the Planning 

Board in Historic-Industrial and Industrial Districts.

 Regulate battery storage facilities to the same standards as solar energy facilities.

 Encourage battery storage to co-locate with like uses such as solar facilities, 

generation plants, and electrical substations. 

 For a facility that does not co-locate, there are additional requirements that the 

facility be housed within a building or will otherwise require additional mitigation.

 New standards incorporated for pollinator-friendly plantings for solar and battery 

storage facilities.



Industrial and Historic Industrial Districts

Airport 

Industrial Park

Sandy Lane

Cabot Woods

Canal District

Rod Shop



Required Submittals (Section 8.9)

 Operation and maintenance plan

 Decommissioning plan and surety

 Stormwater management plan

 Native flowering planting plan

 Site Plan



Special Permit Standards (Section 8.9)

 No more than 50% of mature trees on the site may be cleared for construction

 8 foot security fence required. Fence to be screened by buffering vegetation

 100 foot setback from any street line or abutting residential use. Setback 

must be vegetated.

 Stormwater must be accommodated onsite

 No flood lighting

 No herbicides, must maintain pollinator habitat and remove invasives.

 24 hour emergency contact info to Police Chief and Fire Chief

 Specific Decommissioning Requirements



Proposed Co-location Standard

 BES Facilities are encouraged to co-locate with solar energy facilities, 

energy, power generation stations, and electrical sub-stations. 

 Standalone facilities shall be located within a physical building that is 

harmonious with the adjacent architecture. Relief from this 

requirement may be granted for exceptional screening and the 

provision of publicly accessible open space or recreational amenities.













































Just a reminder to include this on the 12/6 agenda as a public conversation so I can submit our 
participation form upon my return to the office. 
 
Steve 
 
From: MAOpioidSettlements (AGO) <maopioidsettlements@state.ma.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 1:17 PM 
Subject: Reminder - Municipal Participation in Statewide Opioid Settlements - Sign-Ons Due January 2, 
2022 
 
Thank you for registering your municipality to receive participation forms for the 
statewide settlements with three opioid distributors — Cardinal, McKesson and 
Amerisource Bergen — and opioid-maker Johnson & Johnson, recently 
announced by Attorney General Maura Healey.  We are writing to remind you 
that the deadline for sign-ons is January 2, 2022, though we recommend that you 
complete and submit the participation forms by mid-December to avoid holiday 
delays and ensure your municipality’s participation is properly recorded.  If you 
have already done so, thank you! 
 
You can find more information about the settlements, including answers to 
frequently asked questions, here.  
  
To speak with someone on AG Healey’s team about the Settlements, 
email MAOpioidSettlements@mass.gov.   
   
 

mailto:maopioidsettlements@state.ma.us
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mass.gov_news_ag-2Dhealey-2Dannounces-2D26-2Dbillion-2Dresolution-2Dwith-2Dopioid-2Ddistributors-2Dand-2Dmanufacturer&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=hB8qxDxmk-hQbWJnX9vn1ahpDWAYlvrSHikiGB6dAEk&m=cvSlOTq4E6qVY5zWbIWL3dnSV2Mb89FGOJg7KTXEifw&s=_HoVdcFByEKGNy3Tow17V-_OpbkLRKyhwIBAsM0Y3z8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mass.gov_info-2Ddetails_frequently-2Dasked-2Dquestions-2Dabout-2Dstatewide-2Dsettlements-2Dwith-2Dopioid-2Ddistributors-2Dand-2Djohnson-2Djohnson&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=hB8qxDxmk-hQbWJnX9vn1ahpDWAYlvrSHikiGB6dAEk&m=cvSlOTq4E6qVY5zWbIWL3dnSV2Mb89FGOJg7KTXEifw&s=CYJlgue9anCthkUi2BV71RX2rEqcRU3rKLK54F3fbKM&e=
mailto:MAOpioidSettlements@mass.gov
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