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 MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 
Town Hall, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Monday, June 6, 2022 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85028690021   

  Meeting ID:   850 2869 0021   Password:   900502    Dial into meeting:    +1 646 558 8656   

This meeting/hearing of the Selectboard will be held in-person at the location provided on this notice. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this in-person meeting. Please note that while an 
option for remote attendance and/or participation is being provided as a courtesy to the public, the 
meeting/hearing will not be suspended or terminated if technological problems interrupt the virtual 
broadcast, unless otherwise required by law. Members of the public with particular interest in any 
specific item on this agenda should make plans for in-person vs. virtual attendance accordingly. 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 

Meeting Being Taped            Votes May Be Taken  
 
1. 6:30 PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is  
  being recorded and roll call taken  

 
2.  6:30  Approve minutes of May 11, 16, 23, 2022  

 
3.  6:31 Public Comment Period:  Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and  
  the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment   

 
4.  6:33  COVID-19 Updates  

• Review of COVID case counts and trends  
• Introduce Jack Sullivan, Shared Services Grant Epidemiologist 

 
5.  6:40 Personnel Board 

• Appoint Mark Nelson as DPW Mechanic, UE Grade D, Step 3 effective 6/7/22 
(previously Building Maintenance, Grade C, Step 6) 

• Appoint Roy Dennis, DPW Shop Foreman, NAGE Grade E, Step 6, 40 hrs. 
week, effective 6/13/22 

• Appoint Ryan Bergmann, DPW Summer Help, 40 hrs. week, 3 months, 
effective 6/7/22 

6.  6:50  Tom Bergeron, DPW Superintendent  
• Closure of Center Street Bridge over Sawmill River Bridge 
• Accept Fuel (Gas, Diesel, Oil) Bids for FY23 with the FRCOG 
• Trash and Recycling Collection Changes to 5 Day Schedule Effective 6/6/22 

 
7. 7:05  Canal District Bridge Updates,  

• DOT Bridge Replacement Plans 
• Implications for 5th Street Pedestrian Bridge Project 

 
8.  7:25 Walter Ramsey, Town Planner 

• Update Comprehensive Plan Grant Agreement to allow for release of all 
funds by June 30, 2022, Announce project website (www.montagueplans.org) 
and release of Community Survey 

• CD Development Discretionary: Use of $1,550 for 38 Avenue A Property 
Appraisal to facilitate sale of parcel by Montague EDIC 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85028690021
http://www.montagueplans.org/
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9.  7:35 Brian McHugh, FCRHRA 

CDF-G-2020-Montague-00896 
1. Authorization to disburse payment #5 in the amount of $4,925 to Berkshire 

Design for Avenue A Streetscape Phase III Construction Administration Fees 
2. Authorization to disburse payment #1 in the amount of $158,751 to H.M. 

Nunes & Sons Construction, Inc., for Avenue A Streetscape Phase III 
Construction fees 

3. Extension request to extend the FY20 grant implementation period to 
09/30/2022. 

 
CDF-G-2021-Montague-00931 
1. Authorization to sign Grant Administration Professional Services Contract 

between the Town of Montague and HRA 
2. Authorization to sign Professional Services Contract between the Town of 

Montague and Berkshire Design Group, Inc. to provide bidding and 
construction administration services for the Avenue A Streetscape Phase III 
Continuation Project.  

 
10. 7:45 Ariel Elan, Montague Energy Committee 

• DPU “Future of Gas” Docket 20-80 
 
11. 7:55 Jeff Singleton, FRTA Advisory Board 

• FRTA Advisory Board Bylaw Proposal 
 
12.  8:05 Vote to approve Deed – Federal Street Parcel (48-0-0148) 
 
 13.  8:15 Update on Selectboard Office Staffing 

• Position Descriptions 
• Logistics 

 
14.  8:25 Executive Assistant’s Business 

• Liquor License Updates 
 
15. 8:35 Town Administrator’s Business 

• Community One Stop Grant Application: Strathmore Mill Project Submission 
• FY23 Budget Update: WPCF Generator Earmark  
• General Pierce Bridge Advocacy  
• Topics not anticipated in the 48 hour posting  

 
16.  8:50 Executive Session under G.L. c.30A, §21(a)(3) to discuss strategy with respect to  
   collective Bargaining (NAGE, UE and NEPBA), Votes may be taken 
 

Other 
 

• Next Selectboard Meeting:  Monday, June 13, 2022 at 6:30 PM via ZOOM 











LOCATION OF CORROSION, SECTION LOSS (%), CRACKS,  
COLLISION DAMAGE, STRESS CONCENTRATION, ETC.MEMBER

Signs In Place

Legibility/ 
Visibility

At  bridge Advance

(Y=Yes,N=No, 
NR=Not Required)

PREVIOUS

WEIGHT POSTING

F.C.(1)7-96

Not Applicable

CRACK
(Y/N):

WELD'S 
CONDITION

(0-9)

List of field tests performed:     

CONDITION
PRESENT

Deficiencies
INV. RATING OF MEMBER 
FROM RATING ANALYSIS

I-59 I-60

B

A

C

D

E

(0-9) (0-9)

Recommend for Rating or Rerating (Y/N):

REASON:

RATING

Rating Report (Y/N): Date:

If YES please give priority:

I-58 I-62

(Overall Previous Condition)    

(Overall Current Condition)    

2-DIST B.I.N. BR. DEPT. NO.

PAGE OF

CITY/TOWN 8.-STRUCTURE NO. 90-ROUTINE INSP. DATE

MEMORIAL NAME/LOCAL NAME 27-YR BUILT 106-YR REBUILT *YR REHAB'D (NON 106)

06-FEATURES INTERSECTED 26-FUNCTIONAL CLASS

43-STRUCTURE TYPE 22-OWNER 21-MAINTAINER

WEATHER TEMP. (air)

TEAM LEADER

07-FACILITY CARRIED

TEAM MEMBERS107-DECK TYPE

S= Severe/Major Deficiency -

C-S= Critical Structural Deficiency - 

M= Minor Deficiency -
CATEGORIES OF DEFICIENCIES:           

URGENCY OF REPAIR:       

DEFICIENCY:           

I = Immediate-
A = ASAP-
P = Prioritize-

Deficiencies which are more extensive in nature and need more planning and effort to repair. Examples include but are not limited to: Moderate to major deterioration in concrete, Exposed and 
corroded rebars, Considerable settlement, Considerable scouring or undermining, Moderate to extensive corrosion to structural steel with measurable loss of section, etc.

Deficiencies which are minor in nature, generally do not impact the structural integrity of the bridge and could easily be repaired. Examples include but are not limited to: Spalled concrete, Minor pot 
holes, Minor corrosion of steel, Minor scouring, Clogged drainage, etc.

A defect in a structure that requires corrective action.

 [Shall be prioritized by District Maintenance Engineer or the Responsible Party (if not a State owned bridge) and repairs made when funds and/or manpower is available].

 [Action/Repair should be initiated by District Maintenance Engineer or the Responsible Party (if not a State owned bridge) upon receipt of the Inspection Report].

A deficiency in a structural element of a bridge that poses an extreme unsafe condition due to the failure or imminent failure of the element which will affect the structural integrity 
of the bridge.

C-H= Critical Hazard Deficiency - A deficiency in a component or element of a bridge that poses an extreme hazard or unsafe condition to the public, but does not impair the structural integrity of the bridge. Examples 
include but are not limited to: Loose concrete hanging down over traffic or pedestrians, A hole in a sidewalk that may cause injuries to pedestrians, Missing section of bridge railing, 
etc.

 [Inspector(s) immediately contact District Bridge Inspection Engineer (DBIE) to report the Deficiency and to receive further instruction from him/her].

X=UNKNOWN N=NOT APPLICABLE H=HIDDEN/INACCESSIBLE R=REMOVED

Inspection data at time of existing rating
I 58: I 59: I 60: Date :I 62:

Actual Posting

Recommended Posting

Waived Date: EJDMT Date:

PLANS

(V.C.R.)

TAPE#:

(Y/N):

(Y/N):

)HIGH ( LOW  (MEDIUM ( ))

DIST. BRIDGE INSPECTION ENGINEER

STRUCTURES INSPECTION FIELD REPORT

SPECIAL MEMBER(S):

0000

Y Y Y Y

N

Y

Y

N

Item 59.4 - Beams See remarks in comments section.
N N 3 3 0 0 0 S-P

02 0MC

M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI Oct 22, 2020 Apr 25, 2022

HWY   CENTER ST                      1937 0000

WATER SAWMILL RIVER     Major Collector

Town Agency Town Agency

T. P. PENNA1 : Concrete Cast-in-Place Cloudy 9°C

9 9 9 99 9 9 9

17

01/01/2018

M. Barrett

S. R. Finck

MONTAGUE

E W E W

93*-SPEC. MEMB. INSP. DATE

SPECIAL MEMBER INSPECTION

1

5 3 6

5 3 6

-

-

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

5 3 6 -

M-28-025

N N N 03

N N N 03

00/00/0000 00/00/0000

10/10/2017

302 : Steel Stringer/Girder

000.644
11-Kilo. POINT
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B.I.N. BR. DEPT. NO.CITY/TOWN 8.-STRUCTURE NO. INSPECTION DATE
M-28-025

BRIDGE ORIENTATION
Bridge carries Center Street, east and west, over the Sawmill River which flows south to the north.

Per the 2018 Rating Report, the 9 Beams and 8 Bays are numbered from north to south.  The 4 diaphragms 
are numbered west to east.  See Sketches 1 - 3.

GENERAL REMARKS
Roadway Restriction:

• Bridge was Re-Rated on 1/1/2018 due to deterioration of the steel beams.  
• Rating Report stated 3 of the 9 beams have failed.  
• Posting was lowered to "3 Ton" and signs were placed at the nearest intersections and 100' from 
  both sides of the bridge.  See Photo 1.
• Bridge has "One Lane Roadway" signs placed on both sides of the bridge.  See Photo 2.
• Roadway was restricted with concrete barriers, to 11' wide, off the south curb, taking Beams 1 - 5 out
  of service.  Reflectorized panels are attached to the exterior faces of the concrete barriers.  
  See Sketch 4 & Photo 3.

Underwater Inspection:
• Water level along East Abutment is over 4' deep. 
• During the Routine Inspection, 4' aluminum step ladder was used to reach the beam ends.
• Underwater Inspection Team is recommended to assist the Above Water Inspection Team with the
  condition of the steel beams along the East Abutment.

ITEM 59 - SUPERSTRUCTURE

Item 59.4 - Beams
The 9 beams are 24WF74 (original flange = 0.662" and web = 0.430" thick).  See Sketch 5.

Beams 1 - 5 (Out of Service) no longer carry traffic.  See Sketch 4 & Photo 3.

Beams 1, 6, & 7 are in fair condition with areas of surface rusting and minor areas of localized section loss. 

Beams 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, & 9 have areas of severe rust delamination with moderate to severe section loss.  
Beams have various areas of older and newer rust holes.  See Sketches 6 - 11 & Photos 4 - 6.

Sketch / Photo Log
Sketch 1 : Framing Plan
Sketch 2 : Elevation
Sketch 3 : Cross Section
Sketch 4 : Width of Roadway & Location of Barrier over Beam 6.
Sketch 5 : Original Measurements of Beams
Sketch 6 : Beam 2 Section Loss - Out of Service.
Sketch 7 : Beam 3 Section Loss - Out of Service.
Sketch 8 : Beam 4 Section Loss - Out of Service.
Sketch 9 : Beam 5 Section Loss - Out of Service.
Sketch 10 : Beam 8 Section Loss
Sketch 11 : Beam 9 Section Loss
Photo 1 : Bridge has "3 Ton" posting signs placed at the nearest intersections and 100' from both sides 

of the bridge.
Photo 2 : Bridge has "One Lane Roadway" signs placed on both sides of the bridge.
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Photo 3 : Roadway was restricted with concrete barriers, to 11' wide, off the south curb, taking Beams 1 - 
5 out of service.  Reflectorized panels are attached to the exterior faces of the concrete 
barriers.

Photo 4 : Beam 3 has rust holes in the lower web & bottom flange.
Photo 5 : Beam 5 has rust holes in lower web & bottom flange.
Photo 6 : Beam 9 has rust holes in lower web & bottom flange.
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SKETCHES

Framing PlanSketch 1:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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ElevationSketch 2:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Cross SectionSketch 3:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Width of Roadway & Location of Barrier over Beam 6.Sketch 4:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Original Measurements of BeamsSketch 5:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Beam 2 Section Loss - Out of Service.Sketch 6:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Beam 3 Section Loss - Out of Service.Sketch 7:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
B.I.N. BR. DEPT. NO.CITY/TOWN 8.-STRUCTURE NO. INSPECTION DATE
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Beam 4 Section Loss - Out of Service.Sketch 8:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
B.I.N. BR. DEPT. NO.CITY/TOWN 8.-STRUCTURE NO. INSPECTION DATE
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Beam 5 Section Loss - Out of Service.Sketch 9:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Beam 8 Section LossSketch 10:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Beam 9 Section LossSketch 11:

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE 0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI
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Bridge has "3 Ton" posting signs placed at the nearest intersections 
and 100' from both sides of the bridge.

Bridge has "One Lane Roadway" signs placed on both sides of the 
bridge.

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE M-28-025

Photo 2:

0MC M28025-0MC-MUN-NBI

PHOTOS

B.I.N. BR. DEPT. NO.CITY/TOWN 8.-STRUCTURE NO. INSPECTION DATE
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Photo 1:
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Roadway was restricted with concrete barriers, to 11' wide, off the 
south curb, taking Beams 1 - 5 out of service.  Reflectorized panels 
are attached to the exterior faces of the concrete barriers.

Beam 3 has rust holes in the lower web & bottom flange.

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE M-28-025

Photo 4:
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Photo 3:
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Beam 5 has rust holes in lower web & bottom flange.

Beam 9 has rust holes in lower web & bottom flange.

APR 25, 2022MONTAGUE M-28-025

Photo 6:
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Photo 5:
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