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 MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING  
VIA ZOOM 

Monday, December 19, 2022 
AGENDA 

Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82814759726  
 

 Meeting ID:  828 1475 9726      Dial into meeting:    +1 646 558 8656 
 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 
 
Meeting Being Taped            Votes May Be Taken  
 
1. 6:30 PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being  

recorded and roll call taken  
 

2.  6:30  Public Comment Period:  Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and the  
Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment   

 
3.  6:31  Approve Selectboard Minutes from December 7 and 12, 2022  

 
4.  6:33  Tom Bergeron, DPW Superintendent  

• Discussion of Trash Receptacles on Avenue A  
• Discussion regarding Town Hall Boilers  
• Execute Mass DEP Third Party Transfer Station Inspection Report 
• Discuss Apprentice Co-op with Franklin County Technical School and Smith Vocational 
• Notice regarding the 11th Street Bridge 

 
5. 6:45  Personnel Board 

• Appoint Gina McNeely as temporary Health Director, Grade G, Step 10 effective 
12/20/2022 

  
6. 6:50  Caitlin Kelley, Montague Library Director 

• Libraries request $35,250 ARPA funds for Carnegie Feasibility study 
• Planning process for public forum to explore opportunities for the Montague Center 

Library Branch and the second floor of the Montague’s Old Town Hall   
 
7. 7:00  Hearing; Request to renew liquor license for Hubie’s Tavern and Restaurant  
 
8. 7:10  Approve 2023 Annual permit Applications and Licenses as set forth in the attached listing  
 
9. 7:20  Bill Ketchen, Building Commissioner  

• Request to add a new stipend position of a Municipal Hearings Officer 
• Discuss Town Interest in Specific Farren Care Center Property Demolition Specifications 

 
10: 7:35 Walter Ramsey, Assistant Town Administrator 

• 500 Avenue A Land Development Agreement project status update from Nova Works, 
LLC 

• Turners Falls Gateway Sign at 5th and Canal Street Intersection 
• Proposal for Local Attraction Directional Signage Program 
• First Street Housing Request for Proposals timeline and declaration of surplus property 

(Assessors Map 4, Lot 31) 
• Review of Capital Requests for March Special Town Meeting and FY24 Annual Town 

Meeting  
• Topics not anticipated within the 48hr posting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82814759726
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11. 7:55 Review of FY24 Budget and Capital Submissions 

• Summary of FY24 Operating Budget Requests 
• Scheduling for Selectboard Review of Budget and Personnel Requests and 

Recommendations  
 
12 8:10 Consider Amendment to agreement with FirstLight MA Hydro LLC regarding the Strathmore 

Footbridge  
 
13. 8:20 Brian McHugh, Director of Community Development, FCRHRA  

• Extend the Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Program Contract  
 
14. 8:30 Town Administrator Report  

• ADA Improvement Grant authorization to execute a grant agreement with the MA Office 
of Disability for $20,580 to improve access to the Montague Retirement Board Office in 
Montague Town Hall  

• Execute Clean Water Sludge Hauling Contract with Synagro of Waterbury, CT 
• General Pierce Bridge Update  
• Holiday Trash and Recycling Reminders  
• Topics not anticipated within the 48hr posting  

 
  
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
 

• Selectboard, Monday, January 9, 2023 at 6:00pm 1 Avenue A Turners Falls, and VIA Zoom     
   

• Special Town Meeting, March 2, 2023 6:30pm TFHS Theater, 222 Turnpike Road, Montague  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



















































































































































































































































































Summary of FY22-23 Capital Article Requests

Capital Requests Received As of Dec 15, 2022

Dept
Submitted by Project Decription Rank Appropriation Expected Net Cost Appropriation Expected Net Cost Comments
Capital
CWF Screw Pump Replacement 1 2,500,000$   825,000$           USDA Rural Dev. Grant expected to be 35% to 70% of total cost, Expected Net assumes 35% grant after $800,000 ARPA appropriation
CWF Transit Van 2 68,000$        68,000$             Green Communities grant could provide up to $5000 to support hybrid/EV purchase
CWF Rough Terrain Vehicle (RTV) with plow and sander 1 25,000$        25,000$              
CWF Septage Receiving Station Upgrade 2 250,000$      250,000$            Septage Receiving is a revenue generating activity
DPW Discretionary fund for large repairs and equipment 1 100,000$      100,000$            Actual request will be $100,000 less the actual account balance as of March 1, 2022, per new discretionary policy. Current Balance=$82,000
DPW New Pick-up w/ plow and sander 80,000$        80,000$             
DPW One Ton Dump Truck w/ plow and Sander 100,000$      100,000$           
DPW Ten Wheel Dump Truck 2 368,500$      165,825$            to replace old 10 wheel dump. Up to 55% grant reimbursement from USDA Community Facilities Program
DPW 11th St Bridge Rehab Engineering 50,000$        50,000$             MassDOT requirements. Quote forthcoming. Construction cost as separate article.
Building/Assessors/Health Inspectional Services Vehicle 50,000$        50,000$             Green Communities grant could provide up to $5000 to support Hybrid/EVpurchase
Selectboard Colle Building Roof Replacement Project 160,000$      160,000$           
Selectboard Town Hall Carpetting and Flooring Replacement 25,000$        25,000$              Assumes good subfloor. Should confirm that ACT remediation is not needed. Not a prevailing wage quote. Expect to increase
Libraries Feasibility Study for Main Library in Turners Falls 30,000$        -$                    Propose the balance of $35,250 ATM 2017 Article 27 be transferred to fund project
Parks and Recreation Montague Center Park Improvement 1 400,000$      168,000$            Montague to be reimbursed at 68% if awarded a 23 PARC Grant. Grant is a 2 year grant Design/build cycle. Potential ARPA project
Parks and Recreation Unity Skatepark Lighting Project 2 66,000$        -$                     Proposing the balance $79,372 from #11 10/2/19 STM be transferred to fund the project. 10% contingency included.
EDIC Demolish 38 Ave A Structure $50,000 $37,901 Propose the balance of $12,099 from #1 5/5/2012 to be transferred to fund the project.
Non-Capital
Libraries Window and door repairs at M.F. Branch Library 1 14,000$        14,000$              MF window replacement project= $10,580 + door quote forthcoming
Conservation Commission Supplement to Waidlich Conservation Fund 1 10,000$        10,000$              
Parks and Recreation Montague Center Blacksmith Shop Building Eval. 1 2,000$          2,000$                To be prepared in anticipation of June 2023 PARC grant application
Parks and Recreation Unity Skatepark Sealing 1,500$          1,500$                
Parks and Recreation Unity Park Community Garden Well 2 12,000$        12,000$              
Parks and Recreation Unity Park Parking Lot Improvements 3 12,500$        12,500$              
Town Clerk Fireproof Locking Storage Cabinets 1 25,000$        25,000$              
GMRSD Sheffield Gym/Auditorium Roof Repair 1 20,000$        20,000$              
GMRSD Sheffield Admin Security Door 2 20,000$        20,000$              
Total 3,041,500$   1,336,500$        1,398,000$   885,226$            

Winter FY23 STM Annual FY24 ATM













FY24 Budget Schedule

Task Owners
Selectboard
Wendy Schedule Targets:
Steve
Carolyn ATM May 6 2023
Education Notable FinCom Tasks
CIC In addition to Regular Meetings

S M T W Th F S
Nov 1, Prelim AA to GM, budget forms to depts 1 2 3 4 5
Town Dept Preliminary Capital Requests 11/1 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 CIC check‐in

Notice of expanded budget requests due 11/15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

S M T W Th F S
GMRSD Capital Requests Due Dec 1 1 2 3
FY23 tax rate classificationhearing 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Budget requests due to Acct 12/12 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W Th F S

CIC/ATA solidfy capital article slate 1/11 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 FinCom Determines Dept Meeting Schedule
UGGA Numbers Announced 1/20? 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

SB meeting focused on FY23 budget 1/23 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
*TA brings SB budget recs to FC 1/25 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 given holiday meeting schedule ‐ expect to move to 1/30

Governor's House budget released by now 29 30 31 GMRSD Budget joint meeting w Gill (location?)

rev date 12.15.22

NOVEMBER 2022

DECEMBER 2022

JANUARY 2023

*SB Budget Recommendations likely to be determined on 1/30



FY24 Budget Schedule

Task Owners
Selectboard
Wendy Schedule Targets:
Steve
Carolyn ATM May 6 2023
Education Notable FinCom Tasks
CIC In addition to Regular Meetings

rev date 12.15.22

Last Year's Schedule ‐ Current Year TBD
S M T W Th F S STM articles, start 2/1, cont 2/8 if needed

1 2 3 4 Hum Serv, Cult&Rec, Public Works
warrant packets mailed for 2/23 STM 2/7 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Public Safety, BoH

school budget hearings GMRSD 2/8; FCTS 2/9 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 General Govt
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 CWF, Airport
26 27 28 AA final # for FY24 to GMRSD by 2/28

S M T W Th F S

Special Town Meeting tentative 3/2 1 2 3 4
school budget votes GMRSD 3/7; FCTS 3/8 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3/8: FC responds to SB

3/16 May ATM articles due 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 3/15: CIC/FC/SB ‐ capital requests, CIC report
CO Drafts Motions 3/28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 3/22: SB/FC reconciliation

SB approve draft warrant/ 26 27 28 29 30 31 3/29: FC balancing; plan for report
absolute final date for articles 3/30

S M T W Th F S
1

SB executes final warrant (deadline 4/10) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4/5: FC final votes, reviews background
post warrant on 4/13 (deadline 4/20) 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 FC and CIC reports finalized by 4/12

Mail and post warrant packet 4/20 (deadline 4/25) 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29  
30

S M T W Th F S 5/3: FC Town Meeting prep
1 2 3 4 5 6 ATM 5/6

MAY 2023

FEBRUARY 2023

MARCH 2023

APRIL 2023























































































































































 
 
PRESS RELEASE: For Immediate Release 
 
Re:    Holiday Recycling Guidelines 
Contact:   Amy Donovan, Program Director (amy@franklincountywastedistrict.org) 
Date:    December 2022 

 

Reduce Trash this Holiday Season 
What to recycle, creatively reuse, and compost 

 

During the holiday season, the average American family disposes of 25% more trash than they 
usually do (Source: US EPA). Think about your household: could some of this trash be reduced, reused, 
recycled or composted? When families reduce their holiday trash, they can save money on “Pay As You 
Throw” town trash stickers or bags, reduce carbon and methane emissions, and protect our environment. 

 
Recycling Yes/No 

These items are on the “yes” list for household recycling: wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper, 
and paper greeting cards/envelopes that do NOT contain metallic inks, glitter, or foil (for example, foil-
lined envelopes). Tape and labels are okay. Remove batteries from singing greeting cards before 
recycling the card.  

Other recyclable paper items include catalogs, calendars, paper shopping bags, and cardboard 
(corrugated and paperboard).  Here’s a holiday tip: when opening or wrapping gifts, keep a paper bag 
handy to collect paper recyclables.   

These items are on the “no” list for household recycling: ribbons, bows, tinsel, glossy photo cards, 
holiday light strings, Christmas tree netting, bubble wrap, paper envelopes lined with bubble wrap, 
packing peanuts, Styrofoam in any form, plastic shipping envelopes, or formed plastic used to package 
toys, electronics, etc.  

Holiday light strings, power cords, and Christmas tree netting are not acceptable in municipal 
recycling programs because these “tanglers” get wrapped around the sorting equipment at recycling 
facilities.  

Recyclables from Franklin County towns are processed at the Springfield Materials Recycling 
Facility (MRF). For recycling guides, including a colorful yes/no holiday recycling guide, visit 
springfieldmrf.org and click on “What’s Recyclable.”  

 
Recycling Options for Other Materials 

Holiday light strings and power cords are accepted for recycling at scrap metal dealers and in the 
scrap metal dumpsters at town transfer stations. In addition, mail-in programs are available at 
holidayleds.com and christmas-light-source.com. 

“Pack and ship” stores, for example The UPS Store in Greenfield, accept clean, dry packing 
materials such as bubble wrap, packing peanuts, and inflatable “air pillow” packaging for reuse.  

Plastic bag recycling programs at grocery and retail stores accept bubble wrap, plastic shipping 
envelopes (no paper), inflatable “air pillow” packaging, and other bags/films marked #2 or #4. A list of 
acceptable items is at: plasticfilmrecycling.org. 

Certain batteries (rechargeable, button, and lithium) are accepted for special recycling at transfer 
stations; place in a bag or container and hand to attendant. 

http://webmail.franklincountywastedistrict.org/imp/dynamic.php?page=mailbox
http://springfieldmrf.org/
holidayleds.com
christmas-light-source.com
http://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/


When the holidays are over, check with your town about Christmas tree recycling. Your tree may 
be recycled as mulch this spring.  

 
Creative Reuse 

In addition to recycling, consider wrapping your gifts in reused materials that you already have at home. 
Gifts can be creatively wrapped in reused wrapping paper, old calendar pages, sheet music, maps or map 
book pages, paper bags, old posters, wallpaper scraps, fabric, scarves, newspaper, comics, or kids’ artwork.   

Gifts can be wrapped in cloth bags, reusable decorative tins, reusable shopping bags, or baskets. 
Or make the wrapping part of the gift; for example, a kitchen towel or oven mitt to hold kitchen utensils or 
gadgets, or a book wrapped in a scarf. 

Wrapped gifts can be tied up with twine and adorned with pine or holly branches, pinecones, shells 
or buttons. Last year’s holiday cards can be cut up to reuse as beautiful gift cards.     

For a fun craft activity with kids, this 
online tutorial from Tori Avey shows how to 
make beautiful Hanukkah gift wrap with 
homemade potato stamps: 
toriavey.com/homemade-hanukkah-wrapping-
paper/ Grab some reused paper bags, a 
couple of potatoes, and some acrylic paint or 
stamp pads. Cut bag along the side and 
bottom to make one big sheet. Cut the 
potatoes in half and (adults) carve shapes into 
the flat potato surface or use cookie cutters to 
press shapes into ½ inch potato slices. When 
you are all done, you can cut off the painted 
parts of the potato and compost the rest! 

One of the most important steps for 
reusing materials is unwrapping gifts carefully 
and saving gift-wrap, gift boxes, ribbons, bows 
and gift bags for reuse next year. 

 
Compost 

Another way to reduce holiday trash is to compost food and paper waste generated from holiday 
meals. Food scraps might seem small, but they add up: 28% of the residential trash in Massachusetts is 
compostable material such as food and paper waste. (Data from MassDEP’s 2019 Waste 
Characterization Study: https://tinyurl.com/2019WasteStudy)  

Municipal compost programs accept all types of food waste, including meat, bones, cheese, plus 
paper waste such as paper napkins, paper towels, and more. Unacceptable items include liquids, foil, 
metal, glass, and plastic. These programs accept compostable material are free of charge (access permit 
or entrance fee may be required).  The following transfer stations in Franklin County have compost 
programs: Bernardston, Charlemont, Conway, Deerfield, Greenfield (open to non-residents for a $5 host 
fee), Leverett, Montague, New Salem, Northfield, Orange, Shelburne, Warwick, Wendell, and Whately.  

The Solid Waste District sells discounted “Earth Machine” home compost bins and compost pails 
to District residents. Pricing is $25 or $55 depending on the resident’s town. It is not recommended to put 
meat, bones, dairy in home compost bins. For more details and pricing, contact the solid waste district or 
see: franklincountywastedistrict.org/Composting  

For more information, contact Franklin County Solid Waste Management District: (413) 772-2438,  
info@franklincountywastedistrict.org; or visit franklincountywastedistrict.org. MA Relay for the hearing 
impaired: 711 or 1-800-439-2370 (TTY/TDD). 

 
 
 

https://toriavey.com/homemade-hanukkah-wrapping-paper/
https://toriavey.com/homemade-hanukkah-wrapping-paper/
https://tinyurl.com/2019WasteStudy
https://franklincountywastedistrict.org/Composting
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org
https://franklincountywastedistrict.org/


HOLIDAY RECYCLING REMINDER 
 

Happy Holidays!  Thank you for your recycling efforts over the past year.  Following are some guidelines 
for recycling during the holiday months and all year long:  
 

Please DO include the following items in your paper recycling mix: 
 

 wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper (except those with metallic inks, glitter, or foil) 
 

 corrugated cardboard boxes, paperboard gift boxes 
 

 paper shopping bags (any type of handle is okay) 
 

 paper greeting cards (not with metallic inks, glitter, or foil; remove batteries) 
 

 Catalogs, calendars and magazines 
 

Please DO NOT include the following items in your household recycling: 
 

 ribbons, bows, and tinsel (reusable from year to year) 
 

 holiday light strings (accepted in scrap metal dumpsters, + WtE scrap metal, Greenfield) 
 

 packing peanuts, Styrofoam™, bubble wrap, inflatable “air pillow” packaging (clean, dry 
packing materials accepted for reuse at The UPS Store in Greenfield.) 

 

 plastic bags, plastic shipping envelopes, bubble wrap, air pillows (these materials plus clean, 
dry plastic bags marked #2 or #4 accepted in retail plastic bag bins. plasticfilmrecycling.org) 

 

 formed plastic packaging from items like toys and electronics 
 

 glossy photographs, paper envelopes with bubble wrap inside, ornaments, decorations  
 

Questions? Franklin County Solid Waste Management District: info@franklincountywastedistrict.org, (413) 772-2438 

More info: franklincountywastedistrict.org, springfieldmrf.org. 
MA Relay for the hearing impaired: 711 or 1-800-439-2370 (TTY/TDD). 

 
 
TIP: Keep a recycle 
bin or paper bag 
handy near gift 

unwrapping. 

http://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/
mailto:info@franklincountywastedistrict.org
https://franklincountywastedistrict.org/
http://springfieldmrf.org/
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