
MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING  
VIA ZOOM 

Monday, February 13, 2023 
AGENDA 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89942067278  
  

Meeting ID: Dial into meeting: 899 4206 7278    +1 646 558 8656 
 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 
 
Meeting Being Taped            Votes May Be Taken  
 
1. 6:30 PM  Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is being 

recorded and roll call taken  
 

2.  6:30  Approve Selectboard Minutes from January 30 and February 6 2023 if available  
 
3.  6:31 Public Comment Period:  Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each  
   and the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 
 
4.  6:32 Sewer Commissioners Chelsey Little Clean Water Superintendent  

• Discharge Report Monthly Summary  
• Millers Falls Flow Summary Report (Calendar Year 2022)  
• Screw Pumps PLC Failure Update  
• Out of Town Sludge Receiving Update   
• Generator Project Update 

 
5. 6:50  Review of Lead Collection System Operator’s Job Description, Steve Ellis, Tom Bergeron, 

Chelsey Little  
 

6. 7:00  Tom Bergeron, DPW Superintendent 
• Purchase 2 or more message board signs, $37,550 (price for 2) from ARPA funds 
• Purchase a 2015 Leeboy Paving Box to replace a 1987 Puckett Power Box, $53,000 

from DPW Discretionary Account 
 
7.  7:10 Board of Health, Melanie Ames Zamojski, Chair 

Intent to Appoint Candaicy David of Turks & Caicos as Montague Health Director 
• Review of Credentials 
• Unique circumstances regarding availability as non-US citizen 
• Request authorization to spend legal counsel funds in support of H-1B Visa 

application process 
• Any Other BOH Updates 

 
8.  7:30 Mike Kane and Anna Raby, Eversource 

• Utility Pole Update  
 
 9.  7:40 Annie Levine, Great Falls Farmers Market 

• Approve Use of Peskeompskut Park: Great Falls Farmers Market, Saturdays 8:00AM-
2:00PM (includes set up and break down) from May to October 2023 
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10. 7:50  Maureen Pollock, Town Planner 

• Review scope of the Montague City Village Center Plan, technical assistance to be 
provided from the Complete Neighborhoods Program 

• Execute Memorandum of Agreement with Mass Housing Partnership for participation 
in the Complete Neighborhoods Program 

 
11. 8:05  Deb Bourbeau Town Clerk, Eileen Seymour Treasurer/Collector 

• Discuss possible transition to appointed Treasurer/Collector and Town Clerk positions  
 
12. 8:15 Town Meeting Warrant – To approve and execute March 2, 2023 Special Town Meeting 

Warrant, attached hereto 
• Make any recommendations related to the Town Meeting Warrant and Motions 

 
13. 8:25  Wendy Bogusz, Executive Assistant 

• Annual Town Meeting:  Article submission deadline for May 6, 2023 Annual Town 
Meeting, March 16, 2023 at 4:00 PM 

• Turners Falls Power Canal Service outage will take place September 25, 2023 
through September 30, 2023 

 
14. 8:35 Town Administrator Report  

• Discussion of ARPA spending strategy and timeline  
• Topics not anticipated within the 48 hour posting 

 
15. 8:45  Anticipated executive session in accordance with G.L. c. 30A, §§21(a)(2) and 21(a)(3) 

to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining, as an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the Selectboard’s bargaining position, and to conduct collective 
bargaining sessions (NAGE). 

 
OTHER: 

   Next Meeting:   
• Selectboard, Monday, February 27, 2023 at 6:30 PM via ZOOM   

 
• Special Town Meeting, Thursday March 2, 2023 at 6:30 PM TFHS Auditorium, 222 

Turnpike Road, Montague  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
March 2, 2023 

 
Franklin, ss. 
 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Montague in the County of Franklin: 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the 
Inhabitants of the Town of Montague qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in the Turners Falls High 
School Theater, 222 Turnpike Road, Montague on Thursday, March 2, 2023, at 6:30 P.M. and to act on 
the following articles and any motions which may be presented.   

 
ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $10,000 or any other amount for the purpose of preparing a section of 
the Highland Cemetery for green burials, including any and all incidental and related costs, or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Cemetery Commission Request) 
 
ARTICLE 2:  To see if the Town will vote to establish a special purpose Canal District Utility 
Improvements Stabilization Fund in accordance with MGL Chapter 40 Section 5B and further to see if 
the Town will vote to accept the provisions of the fourth paragraph of MGL Chapter 40 Section 5B and 
pursuant to such acceptance to dedicate all or a percentage, which may not be less than 25 percent, of 
the First Light easement payments to said Canal District Utility Improvements Stabilization Fund, 
effective for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.    
 

(Selectboard Request)  
 
ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to change the name of the WPCF Capital Stabilization Fund to the 
CWF Capital Stabilization Fund, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Clean Water Facility Request) 

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to accept General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, and establish an 
Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund (OPEB Fund), effective March 3, 2023, or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Town Accountant Request)  

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Trustee of the OPEB Fund established under G.L. 
c. 32B, § 20 to employ reputable and knowledgeable investment consultants to assist in determining 



appropriate investments and pay for those services from the OPEB Fund, or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.  

(Town Accountant Request) 

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $40,000 or any other amount for the purpose of supplementing the 
FY23 Reserve Fund Budget, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Finance Committee Request) 
 
ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken pursuant to Article 8 at the May 7, 2022 
Annual Town Meeting, Schedule II Appointed Officials, to add the position of  Great Falls Farmers 
Market Manager with an annual stipend of $4,000, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Selectboard Request) 

ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $2,500 or any other amount for the purpose of funding a budget for the 
Great Falls Farmers Market for FY23, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Selectboard Request) 

ARTICLE 9:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken pursuant to Article 8 at the May 7, 
2022 Annual Town Meeting, Schedule II Appointed Officials, to add the position of  Hearing Officer with 
an annual stipend of $2,500, and to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, or 
otherwise provide the sum of $625 for the prorated annual amount for the remainder of FY23, or pass 
any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

 
(Building Inspector Request) 

 
ARTICLE 10:  To see if the Town will vote to (a) authorize the Selectboard to acquire by purchase, gift, 
eminent domain or otherwise, the fee to and/or permanent and/or temporary easements for public way 
purposes, including without limitation, for the construction, alteration, installation, maintenance, 
improvement, repair, replacement and/or relocation of a bridge, rights of way, sidewalks, drainage, 
utilities, driveways, guardrails, slopes, grading, rounding, landscaping, and other appurtenances and/or 
facilities, to enable the Town to undertake the South Street Over Sawmill River Bridge Project and for 
any and all purposes incidental or related thereto, in, on and under certain parcels of land, and land 
adjacent to and within 200 feet of said parcels, and shown more particularly on plans entitled 
“Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway Division Plan and Profile of South Street Over 
Sawmill River Bridge No. M-28-026 in the Town of Montague, Franklin County,” dated November 22, 
2022, prepared by WSP USA Inc., said plans on file with the Town Clerk, as said plans may be amended 
and/or incorporated into an easement plan;; and, further (b) authorize the Selectboard to enter into all 
agreements and take any and all actions as may be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing 
purposes, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Selectboard Request) 



ARTICLE 11:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $1,500 or any other amount for the purpose of sealing the concrete 
surface of the Unity Skatepark and anything incidental or related thereto, or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto. 

(Parks and Recreation Request) 
 
ARTICLE 12:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $2,000 or any other amount for the purpose of conducting an 
architectural evaluation of what is known as “the Blacksmith Shop”, located at 12 Station Street, Map 
43, Lot 119 in Montague Center to determine the feasibility for retention and restoration or demolition 
of the building located thereon, whether partial or total, and anything incidental or related thereto, or 
pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Parks and Recreation Request) 
 

ARTICLE 13:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $35,250, or any other amount, for the purpose of supporting consulting 
and design costs associated with applying for and/or participating in the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners' Massachusetts Public Library Construction Program including any and all incidental and 
related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Library Request)  
 
ARTICLE 14:   To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $2,500,000 to pay costs of replacing 
the screw pumps at the Clean Water Facility and appurtenances thereto, including but not limited to 
engineering, bidding, and construction, as well as all other costs incidental and related thereto, and to 
meet this appropriation to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectboard, to borrow said 
sum under General Laws Chapter 44, or any other enabling authority and issue bonds or notes of the 
Town therefor; and to authorize the Selectboard to execute any such documents and/or agreements 
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this vote; or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 15:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $68,000 or any other amount for the purpose of purchasing and 
equipping a transit van, including the purchase and installation of a charging station and any and all 
incidental or related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
  

(CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 16:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $80,000 or any other amount for the purpose of purchasing and 
equipping a pickup truck with plow and sander, including any and all incidental or related costs, or pass 
any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(DPW Request) 



 
ARTICLE 17:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $100,000 or any other amount for the purpose of purchasing and 
equipping a one-ton dump truck with plow and sander, including any and all incidental or related costs, 
or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(DPW Request) 
 
ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $52,500 or any other amount for the purpose of purchasing and 
equipping a municipal inspection vehicle, including purchase and installation of a charging station and 
any and all incidental and related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Building, Assessing, and Health Departments Request) 
 
ARTICLE 19:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow, 
or otherwise provide the sum of $230,000 or any other amount for the purpose of replacing the roof of 
the Colle building, located at 85 Avenue A, including any and all incidental or related costs, or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Selectboard Request) 
 
ARTICLE 20:  To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c.41, §1B to change the 
position of elected Town Clerk to an appointed position; provided, however, that before such a change 
will take effect, it must be approved by the voters at the 2023 Annual Town Election, or to pass any vote 
or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Selectboard and Town Clerk Request) 
 
ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c.41, §1B to change the 
position of elected Treasurer/Tax Collector to an appointed position; provided, however, that before 
such a change will take effect, it must be approved by the voters at the 2023 Annual Town Election, or to 
pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Selectboard and Tax Collector/Treasurer Request) 



Given under our hands this ____ day of February in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-
Three. 
 
 
        
Matthew Lord 
 
        
Christopher M. Boutwell, Sr. 
 
 
        
Richard Kuklewicz, Chairman 
Selectmen, Town of Montague 
 
 
 
 
 
Franklin, ss      Montague, MA          February        , 2023 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant, I have warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague by posting 
attested copies of the same in a conspicuous place in each of the Post Offices, Libraries, and the Town 
Hall of the Town of Montague at least fourteen days before said meeting as within directed. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Constable of Montague 

 
 


