Town of Montague – Tax Collector Updates – April 21, 2020

On Monday, April 6, 2020, the Selectboard for the Town of Montague voted unanimously to adopt the provisions of a Municipal Relief Act that provided flexibility relative to the collection of taxes and fees that was signed by the Governor on April 3, 2020. The Act  allows towns to extend tax due dates and waive certain interest and fees for any bills that were due AFTER March 10, 2020 when the Commonwealth declared a  State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The following is a breakdown of how the legislation will work as we understand it right now.  These due date extensions apply to Town of Montague bills, as well as the Turners Falls Fire District, the Montague Center Fire District, and the Montague Light District (for questions on your water bill, please reach out to the Turners Falls Water Department):
· Due dates for real estate taxes and personal property taxes that were due on April 1, 2020 have been extended to June 1, 2020.  
· Due dates for excise tax bills that were due on March 26, 2020 have been extended to June 1, 2020.
· Due dates for sewer user fees that were due on March 12, 2020 have been extended to June 1, 2020.
Per the Act’s requirements, interest and fees can be waived on these bills ONLY if they are paid in full by June 29, 2020.  If the bills are paid on June 30, 2020 the Town is compelled by the State to charge interest from June 2, 2020 through whatever day they are paid after June 29th.  
Please be aware that these provisions are only for real estate and personal property taxes that were issued on January 1, 2020 and due on April 1, 2020, for excise tax that was issued on February 24, 2020 and due on March 26, 2020 and sewer user fees that were issued on February 10, 2020 and due on March 12, 2020.  If you are past due on any other bill, interest and fees will continue to accumulate as normal.
If you have any questions, please reach out to the Tax Collector’s office at 413-863-3200 x202.
For more information on these updates and other changes in the act signed by Governor Baker click here.     
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